
 

 



 

FOREWORD 

There are many meaningful reasons for an organization to have a formal written history. Not the least of 
these is to allow members, new and old, to become familiar with the development of that organization and 
to learn at least the names of the many wonderful people responsible for its development. This is the 
objective of this short history of Stein Collectors International (SCI). 

It was prepared by Bette Miller. Bette and husband Clete have been members of SCI since 1985 and have 
since that time attended many of its annual conventions. In so doing, and being active in local chapter 
operations, she has been able to personally observe many of the significant happenings in SCI. 
Additionally she has made a meticulous study of organizational documentation and SCI's quarterly 
magazine, Prosit. The result has been combined in the easily read document presented herein. 

Stein Collectors International is fortunate to have found in one of its members that rare combination of 
the talents necessary to both research and write a history of this nature. Of equal importance is Bette's 
willingness to devote the tremendous amount of time and effort necessary to record the history of our 
wonderful organization. 

Les Hopper    March 1997 

 

PREFACE 

My maiden launch into SCI took place at the San Diego Convention. July 1986. (Husband, Clete, enjoyed 
the SCI convention festivities in New York the previous year.) 

Of course I was impressed from beginning to end, particularly with the tremendously intelligent, witty 
and friendly people in attendance. Especially vivid in my memory are "flapper" Pat Manusov with 
knicker-clad Gene in tow; Rosie and Werner Sahm in spectacular attire; Lee and Orpha Miller (the other 
Millers), having their photo snapped while standing behind a vintage car facade; Lawrence and Pam 
Beckendorff asking to share our table and chatting amicably with us. First impressions are lasting, aren't 
they? 

Encouraging words from Pat Manusov (a role model for me) and Pat Jahn caused me, eventually, to 
become more involved in SCI by my assuming the role of Historian: and my initial project was the 
development of biographical sketches of the Master Steinologists. 

Steve Morris enhanced the position of Historian by assembling a most valuable and memory-jarring 
archives of all of the SCI Conventions, and entrusted me with this record. It is now my responsibility to 
add memorabilia of each ensuing convention to this archive, and display this at SCI gatherings. 

My deepest gratitude goes to Les Hopper for his spark, critique, editorial grace, technical expertise, and, 
most of all, for being an encouraging friend during the months of pulling together material for the task of 
writing the SCI history. Certainly, I salute the contributors and editors of Prosit who helped to make this 
project do-able. Most of all, I truly appreciate the caring support and encouragement of Clete while I 
spent the summer of '96 in our sun room reading, writing and praying that The History of Stein Collectors 
International will be as interesting to the reader as it was to this humble writer. 

A big Thank You and God Bless to all you wonderful members of SCI. 

 

Bette J. Miller   March, 1997 



 

A HISTORY OF STEIN COLLECTORS INTERNATIONAL 

 

1965 

Organized on September 1, 1965 in Santa Maria, California, to share information through 
correspondence, Stein Collectors International evolved from the conversations of two avid stein 
collectors, Jack K. Heimann and Tom McClelland. These gentlemen wanted to make discoveries about 
steins: the heritage, markings, customs, values, prices, craftsmanship, legends, etc. That proverbial first 
step was taken. 

One simple ad in the Antique Trader in 1965 garnered 23 interested stein collectors who instantly became 
charter members of SCI; and, rapid growth in this organization continued (215 members in June, 1966). 
The first of these was Bud Ferguson of Santa Maria, California. 

Tom McClelland, the first and self-appointed executive secretary, boldly published a four page quarterly 
aptly named (though grammatically incorrect), der Gemuetlichkeit; and promised quarterly copies at the 
cost of $1.00 dues per year. 1000 copies were printed and sent to members, interested persons, antique 
dealers, etc., in an effort to tweak interest and increase membership in SCI. 

When the Jaegers of Heidelberg, Germany, joined SCI in late 1965, the organization truly became Stein 
Collectors International. 

1966 

In March, 1966, Tom McClelland published an article in der Gemuetlichkeit stating that in order to be 
considered a character stein, the vessel must have a facial expression. The article continued to explain that 
the term commonly associated with character steins, Musterschutz literally means "sample protected 
(design copyrighted); but, to date, none could name a particular factory which was responsible for the 
production of the steins ~ unless Musterschutz itself was the factory! 

Jack Heimann was elected the first SCI president in December, 1966, and Kurt Sommerich, Milwaukee, 
Wisconsin, became the first vice-president. 

1967 
The first national SCI convention took place at the Roosevelt Hotel, New York City, July 16-19, 1967; 
and, "light on serious meetings and heavy on social activity" was the order of the day. This was a time to 
bring collectors together. Highlight of the convention was a visit to Schaefer Brewery to view the R. J. 
Schaefer stein collection. 

A trip abroad followed the first convention with a small group boarding a jet in New York on July 19, 
1967 and heading for a 21-day tour of Europe. The tourists enjoyed eating, sightseeing and shopping in 
eight countries; and Wally Shardin was first of the group to discover a stein -- a Mettlach, 1/2L, scene of 
Heidelberg, domed pewter lid for $18.00, in Salzburg ~ the find of the summer! 

1968 

Milwaukee's Sheraton-Schroeder Hotel was the arena for SCI's second annual convention, June 13-16, 
1968, and almost 100 persons met for the "new and improved" gathering spearheaded by vice-president, 
Kurt Sommerich. Highlight of the Wisconsin meeting was the display of the famous Robert E. Ripley 
stein collection. Courtesy of Pabst Brewing Company. 

Our beloved Jack Lowenstein wrote his first Munich Maid article in der Gem, September 1968. (Who can 
forget Jack dressed as the Müncher Kindl at many national conventions to come?) 

Regional clubs began to surface, as on October 19, 1968, 24 collectors met to form the first chapter, aptly 
named Erste Gruppe (California), with Paul Cornell tapped as president. And, in Minnesota, December 6, 
1968, the second regional group was born, selecting Tom Crocker as president. 



 

John Ey, jr. wrote a most interesting article, "Very Plain-But Rarest of Rare", in der Gem, December, 
1968. "Rarest" referred to a Meissen "red stoneware" stein created in the early 18th century. Johann 
Friederich Boettger, an alchemist, who had been detained by King August the Strong of Saxony to make 
gold or else, actually produced red porcelain, which product is so rare today, it surely can be looked upon 
as gold. 

The 500th person to join SCI was E. T. Gilham of Glendale, California. This momentous event occurred 
in December, 1968. 

1969 

Could it be that SCI was responsible for the sudden burst of interest in the hobby of stein collecting? In 
June, 1969, special stein exhibits such as one at Payne Art Center in Oshkosh, Wisconsin, a J. M. Davis 
collection shown at Claremont, Oklahoma, and the Rene von Schleinitz display at the Milwaukee Art 
Center, were in full swing, stimulating an interest in steins among many persons throughout the nation. 

SCI headquarters moved during the summer of 1969, when Tom McClelland, executive secretary and 
publisher o f  der Gem, relocated to Sacramento, California. 

On June 12, 1969, Bill Schwartz had his day in Lancaster, Pennsylvania, as he was declared "Dean of 
Stein Collectors," and was awarded an appropriate plaque by SCI president, Dr. Joseph Hersh. Bill bought 
his first stein (Mettlach No. 2745), for $29.00 in 1953; in 1969, his collection consisted of more than 
4000 steins of every conceivable size and style. 

Another change for SCI! In July, 1969, der Gemuetlichkeit was retired in favor of Prosit as the name of 
the official quarterly. 

Pittsburgh was the site of the 3rd annual SCI convention July 10-13, 1969; after which a group of hardy 
stein lovers made the second trek to European Steinland, July 14 to August 4, 1969. During that tour, 
Mettlach residents expressed their astonishment at the knowledge of the Yankee stein collectors who, 
obviously, had "done their homework" on drinking vessels. 

1970 

Talk about growth! In March, 1970, the 800th member was accepted into SCI. He happened to be the 
second William Webster on the roster. 

Thanks to an interesting article published in Prosit, March, 1970, concerning odd-shaped Mettlach 
stoneware, collectors were able to unlock the mystery of the Bavaria marked steins. They are definitely 
Mettlach vessels. 

Members were shocked, and took time to mourn the passing of Bill and Bonnie Neeling, Shoreview, 
Minnesota, in a tragic car accident while en route to the St. Louis SCI convention, June 25-28, 1970. 

Growing pains were evident at that St. Louis convention (it is nice to read history, but hell to make it). 
Was it time to pull in the reins, have less partying, formalize meetings, write by-laws? 

Most collectors insisted that the theme of conventions be centered around beer steins, comradeship and 
entertainment; and, members were promised a full report on SCI progress in late 1971. An increase in 
dues to $20.00, and secretarial and bookkeeping services were added, as SCI moved into a new era.. 

With the proliferation in membership and with national publicity came the inevitable ~ stein robberies 
were on the rise! So the dilemma of stein marking, identification, cataloging, insuring, house burglar-
proofing, etc., became the subjects of great importance to all members. 

1971 

26 marks appeared on the "most wanted" list of mystery marks compiled by the Erste Gruppe and printed 
in Prosit, March, 1971. One wonders if all of these marks will ever be identified? 



 

Did you know that Mr. Henry J. Dwillard, Kalamazoo, Michigan, organized the first stein collectors club 
in 1947? He also published a periodical, Stein News, which he sent to subscribers for $5.00 annually. 
Though Dwillard studied steins and shared information with his subscribers, he also traded considerably 
in the stein market, i.e., offered Mettlach No. 2820, 1/2L, for $19.50!. This tidbit of news appeared in 
Prosit, June, 1971. 

Jack Tar Hotel, San Francisco, was the site of the 5th SCI convention, August 2 to 6, 1971 and Hamm's 
Brewery's Gasthaus in the Sky was the gathering place for the first of the jocular Chug-A-Lug contests. 
Frank Poppie's host team (also Terry Hill and Frank Love), took honors in the beer-drinking relay, while 
his wife, Lee, was crowned Miss Beer Stein. Lee, in return, chose Herb Jeddy to reign as Mr. Beer Stein. 
He was crowned with an appropriately folded Hamm's Brewery napkin, while Lee wore a tin creation 
cleverly fashioned by Claire Hill from a Hamm's beer can. 

The largest stein? According to SCI member, Roland Henschen (Menooka, Illinois) the largest was a 
model which stood 45 inches, weighed about 46 pounds and could hold 32 liters (about 8 1/2 gallons). 
Roland wrote in Prosit No. 25 that Simon Peter Gerz was the creator of this stein which was still 
produced on order (1971). 

1972 
The first European chapter of SCI, called the Rhineland Chapter, was formed in March, 1972. Located 
around the Wiesbaden area, this group had the golden opportunity for first-hand research of stein 
manufacturing. 

Convention No. 6 burst into action at the Curtis Hotel, Minneapolis, July 13-16, 1972 and was hosted by 
Upper Midwest Steinologists. Incidentally, SCI responsibilities were competing with executive secretary 
Tom McClelland's job and family life, so important changes were made at this convention. Plans were 
made for SCI relocation to St. Paul, Minnesota, with Jack Heimann as executive secretary, and Bette Sack 
as editor of Prosit. 

Dr. Norm Medow was a winning team participant in the Chug-A-Lug contest; while his wife wore the 
crown of Miss Beer Stein of 1972 and reigned over the activities enjoyed by over 150 SCI members in 
attendance. John Boller was named the new honorary president. 

Rene von Schleinitz of Milwaukee, one of America's first outstanding stein collectors, died on May 20, 
1972. 

1973 

The constitution and by-laws of SCI, carefully drafted by the organizing group with the help of counselor 
Radford Smith, appeared in Prosit, June, 1973. 

There was a feeling of having a viable organization in 1973, particularly when the Board of Directors and 
the general membership approved the resolution that all members of local chapters must hold membership 
in the national organization. This approval came during the general meeting at SCI's 7th convention held 
at La Mansion, (San Antonio, Texas), June 21-23, 1973. Not all was business as over 100 members and 
their families enjoyed 3 days and nights of stein talk, stein trading and visiting stein collections. Of 
particular interest were the steins at Lone Star Brewery where the group viewed the Hall of Horns, the 
Hall of Fins, the Hall of Birds, and Henry House. 

Herb Jeddy made history that evening when he accepted the first ever, prestigious "Master Steinologist" 
scroll from executive secretary, Jack Heimann. 

Many members have answered the call for articles about various phases of Steinology, so that Prosit 

began to have a wealth of information about drinking vessels. 

Steve Smith successfully pursued the mysterious DRGM # 154927 mark. He found that DRGM stands for 
"Deutsches Reichs Gebrauchmeister", and the specific patent number was issued on April 9, 1901, to 
Adolph Diesinger, pottery manufacturer in Hoehr. This registration protected his method of hand-worked 



 

relief and decorative representation on porcelain, ceramic and majolica. One common feature of DRGM 
steins was the background dots or the random textured surface resembling flecked linoleum. 

The first of a series on outstanding stein collections was printed in Prosit, October, 1973. This first article 
described the 122 drinking vessels of various types and materials, housed in the Notre Dame University 
Club (South Bend, Indiana). Donor of the $350,000 building as well as the valuable collection was Robert 
H. Gore, sr., whose business acumen and financial wizardry sent him from the role of janitor to an empire 
of real estate, newspapers, construction, banking, industry and horticulture. Unfortunately, illness 
prevented Mr. Gore from attending the dedication of University Club on his 82nd birthday. He died 10 
years later, in 1978, at the age of 92. 

Some steins in this collection had been surrounded by fascinating mysteries, which veracity probably died 
with Mr. Gore; or may, in the future, be solved by enterprising SCI members. 

1974 
A brilliant and prolific author of stein articles, Liselotte (Lotti) Lopez wrote interesting items on the 
origin of "Prost", and German earthenware steins in Prosit, No. 36 and No. 37. 

Did you know that Blackjacks and Bombards are capacious beer or ale vessels made of tar-coated leather? 
Bob Koester told the whole story of the King of old drinking vessels in Great Britain from the Middle 
Ages through the 17th century, in Prosit, June, 1974. 

And, what is a fuddling cup? John Ey, Jr. described this and several other puzzle mugs which, while 
amusing, have become rare and coveted pieces. 

Convention No. 8, (July 17-21, 1974), was the biggest to date - 209 members attended New York City 
Biltmore was the hub around which superlative activities centered, i.e., dinner at Lüchows, stein displays 
at the Museum of Art and at New York's Antique Center. Dr. Joseph Hersh became the current 
Steinologist; Norm Meadow was named new SCI President; Mike Wald was dubbed Mr. HR Steins; 
Jackie Dietlein was crowned Miss Beer Stein of 1974; and Jim Hansen was titled "Best Dressed". 

1975 

Lotti Lopez, a talented stein researcher and author, was named associate editor of Prosit, with a special 
responsibility for the West Coast states. 

John Ey, Jr. became a fairly regular contributor to Prosit and sealed his commitment in the March, 1975 
issue with an article describing puzzle jugs -- fun for imbiber and witness alike! 

In June, 1975, Jack Lowenstein was pronounced associate editor of Prosit. 

Drake Hotel in Chicago was the place to be for the SCI convention, July 17-19, 1975, where many 
surprises were in store. Roland Henschen, author of Tri-State Trader's, "The Stein Makers", put in an 
appearance at Hans Ammelounx Bavarian Inn, and impressed the conventioneers with his profound 
knowledge of drinking vessels. 

Those Californians marked up another Chug-A-Lug victory; and Claire Hill was crowned "Miss Beer 
Stein" by her two daughters with the significant beer can crown created by who else? - Claire Hill 
herself! 

Al Hoch picked up the gavel as new President of SCI; and Jack Heimann bestowed the prestigious 
Master Steinologist title upon Jack Lowenstein. But, another Master Steinologist award was 
presented to the other Jack — Heimann, that is! Enough surprises? 

Lotti Lopez and Roland Henschen joined forces to inform collectors about "Ceramic Definitions," in 
Prosit, December, 1975; and, Mario Pancino introduced the subject of regimental steins in the same issue. 

1976 



 

"Münchner Kindl" took center stage in Prosit, March, 1976, as Jack Lowenstein wrote about his and some 
others' specialty (maybe, favorite?), drinking vessels. What a variety of shapes and styles, all with that 
little symbol of Munich das Kind! Jack and fellow Munich Child stein collectors became the first 
formalized group within SCI to subscribe to the specialization theory. 

John Ey, Jr. wrote two articles (March, June, 1976), of great interest to those who are students of Greek 
Mythology, particularly of scenes of mythological activity appear on steins in their collections. 

200 years for the nation and 10 years for SCI conventions, as the annual meeting was held at the Century 
Plaza Hotel (Los Angeles), July 18-31, 1976. Gemuetlichkeit was abundant during gatherings in many 
places, particularly at Schlitz' Brown Bottle Restaurant where Erste Gruppe retained its Chug-A-Lug title, 
and Mary Durban was crowned a dumbfounded, but lovely Miss Beer Stein of 1976. And the flashcubes 
popped all around, all around! 

Jeanne Heimann was the holder of the lucky raffle ticket which won for her a 7 liter, hand-cut and 
engraved crystal stein, a gift to SCI from Germany's Werner and Rosie Sahm, who were on hand to 
present this signed beauty to the delighted winner. Harvey Murphy was named Master Steinologist at the 
10th annual convention which was attended by 146 registrants; and Terry Hill accepted the presidency for 
the ensuing year. 

Walt Rippert did a bit of sleuthing before writing his article about "St. Peter's Stein" (Prosit, No. 46). St. 
Peter's, a most famous Munich landmark, was built in the 12th century, burned to the ground in 1327, 
and, by 1607, stood finished until mostly destroyed in World War II. It was faithfully rebuilt after that 
disaster, and stands today laden with many eery legends. 

1977 

After untold hours of effort, Gene Manusov saw the actual production and delivery of his completed 
book, Encyclopedia of Character Steins. What a gem for the stein collector's library! Gene generously 
donated his royalties on all purchases by SCI members prior to the book's release on open market, to SCI. 

Prosit became a valuable repository for ads to sell, swap or auction steins; and, the "Letters" column was 
quite popular with those who sought additional and/or specific information, or begged to amend or add to 
printed statements concerning steins. Occasionally someone even penned "Thanks so much for a job well 
done" — a nice pat on the back for the authors and editors. 

On January 20, 1977, the Honorable Burgermeister R. Felton, Mayor of Mettlach, accepted the special, 
hand-lettered scroll as a gift of SCI in commemoration of the 1300th anniversary of the founding of 
Mettlach (676-1976). Mary Durban attended the ceremony and was invited by the Mayor to "convey the 
greetings of Mettlach" to all those who feel a kindred with the homeland. 

Patrick Clarke and John O'Connor undertook the task of reporting on the 12 Mettlach Occupational steins 
(Prosit, June, 1977). They knew of only one complete collection in the United States (No's 2719 to 2730) 
— one wonders if any others have amassed the 12 steins dedicated to the skilled trades. 

Die Lustigan Steinjagers threw quite a party for 283 registrants who attended the 11th convention at Marc 
Plaza Hotel (Milwaukee), July 13-17, 1977 ~ even a huge sign on City Hall welcomed SCI members. 
Treks to Pandls, Maders, Ratzch, Pabst, Schlitz, Usingers, Charles Allen Library, a premier showing of 
Rene von Schleinitz' collection, filled the days, along with speeches, discussions, auctions, etc. Whew! 

Schlitz Brewery Clubhouse feted members with a German dinner (conventioneers, of course, were 
dressed for the occasion), after which Mama Ratzch was duly crowned Miss Beer Stein with a Schlitz 
beer can crown so ably fashioned by Claire Hill. Speechless (!) Gene Manusov became the latest recipient 
of the coveted Master Steinologist award. While Erv Fritz, convention chairman, and his committee took 
a well-earned bow , one of his illustrious committee, Kurt Sommerich, was tapped to preside over SCI for 
the ensuing year. 



 

Thirty Ohioans gathered at the Irv and Jessie Johnsen home on September 25, 1977, to form a new SCI 
chapter, the Buckeye Stein Verein. 

1978 

SCI's founder and great friend, Jack K. Heimann, 

passed away on February 21,1978. He will be remembered and 

revered as long as SCI exists. Not only founder of SCI, he 

was its first honorary president and, at his untimely death, 

he served as managing editor of Prosit. 

 

As reported in Prosit, March, 1978, Ron and Judy Heiligenstein searched, not in vain, for the identity and 
whereabouts of Mrs. John Addison Porter, the recipient of a stein which had found its way into their 
collection. Their reward was a riveting tale of Mrs. Porter's adventures during the Spanish American war, 
with Clara Barton, founder of the Red Cross (1881). 

Staunch SCI'ers flew to Deutschland for a double convention No. 12 at Mettlach and Hoehr-Grenzhausen, 
which included most interesting tours of stein factories, stoneware auctions, Germanic feasts, cruises — 
and a Raubritter! The time was July 11-26, 1978. 

During the annual meeting, Jack Lowenstein was unanimously chosen for the position of SCI executive 
secretary and editor of Prosit. Rosemarie Sahm was tapped as SCI's first woman president. A duo shared 
the honor of 1978 Master Steinologist — Dr. Therese Thomas and Werner Sahm were presented with 
ceramic crowns, fashioned in the V&B Faiencerie complete with castle mark, by Wendelin von Boch, 
director of Faiencerie and convention host. Miss Beer Stein of 1978, Marianne Gruskin, wore the usual 
empty beer can crown, finely crafted by Claire Hill. 

One final surprise (there were many preceding), was the gift-wrapped box containing an original 
Münchner Kindl robe, & 2 liter HB stein, a huge pretzel and a white radish, all of which were presented 
to Jack Lowenstein, our own Münchner Kindl from Kingston, New Jersey. 

John Stuart waxed poetic at the dinner dance at Hoehr-Grenzhausen. His words summarized the 
sentiments of the 300 conventioneers: 

With Mettlach we've 
Done some comparing 

To Siegburg, Westerwald and Raeren. 
But there is no need to compare 

What is beautiful and rare: 
Because the joy is the 

Friendship we're sharing. 

1978 — that was the year that was! 

1979 
The Russians are coming! The Russians are coming! Five authors contributed articles on Russian 
drinking vessels, recalling the beauty, artistry, delicate workmanship of silver, gold and enameled 
masterpieces (Prosit, March, 1979). Who wouldn't give a bunch to own the Ovchennikov plique-a-jour 
tankard described in one of those articles? 

Terry Hill inaugurated his "Stein Sagen" column in Prosit, March, 1979, with a most compelling story of 
the Bride of Rheinstein depicted on a relief 1 liter stein containing the etched initials: KB. 

SCI founder, Tom McClelland, returned to the fold after an absence of several years. 



 

Words from the pens of SCI members continued to flow onto the pages of Prosit, which sent readers a-
sleuthing among their own drinking vessels to reinforce their knowledge of type, year, artist, 
manufacturer, etc. 

SCI's 13th annual convention lived up to its expectations for 285 registrants who gathered at the 
Sheraton-Ritz Hotel in Minneapolis, June 27-July 1, 1979. At the general meeting, conventioneers heard 
that the active membership was at 901, and the financial status was sound. A Jack Heimann Memorial 
Fund was begun to establish an annual lectureship in the field of kidney disease — an area to which Jack 
devoted, philanthropically, a large effort. 

Ann Milon of the host chapter was chosen "Miss Beer Stein" of 1979; and, (believe it!), Erste Gruppe 
Chug-A-Lug team bowed, for the first time in the history of that comical event, to the host team who went 
on to win the 1979 championship. 

Roland Henschen received the prestigious Master Steinologist award for his extensive stein research and 
authorship of more than 50 "The Stein Makers" columns in the Tri-State Trader. Earl Christy accepted 
the role of president; and Rosemarie Sahm was SCI's newest (and first female!) Chairperson of the Board. 

Wally and Dorothy (Petunia) Schardin received a special Rastal-Werke stein for their perfect attendance 
at all conventions to date. 

Bill Bosworth reported from Germany (Prosit, December, 1979), that he assisted Dr. Therese Thomas in 
preparing for the opening of the State Ceramic Museum in Schloss Ziegelberg, and he attended the 
impressive Grand Opening on May 12, 1979. 

1980 

Pewter was the subject of discussion in Prosit, June, 1980; and Lotti Lopez, E. Kotanyl, Jack Lowenstein 
and Neil Barton were the contributors of articles concerning the attractive alloy familiar to all stein 
collectors. 

Can you remember that the Florida chapter, born on April 12, 1980, was originally named Sonne 
Steiners? That group plunged enthusiastically into plans for a mini-convention to be held in January, 
1981. That's energy, folks! 

John Ey, jr. was honored as Master Steinologist at the 14th SCI convention held at Hollenden House, 
Cleveland, July 17-20, 1980. Receiving this award at the Ohio convention seemed most appropriate for 
John, as he is a native of the Buckeye state. 

Registration of 316 eager stein collectors marked the largest attendance at an annual gathering; and a hot, 
but enjoyable time was had by all. (It was rumored that the excessive heat was brought north by members 
from the Lone Star state.) 

The Bavarian evening at the Hofbrau Haus, one of the highlights of the convention, saw Lois 
Wagenknecht win the title of Miss Beer Stein. Her lovely jeweled crown, crafted by talented Claire Hill, 
was fashioned from a Schmidt's of Cleveland beer can. 

The Buckeye chapter bestowed a special stein upon "Father" Irv Johnsen, for his contributions to the 
founding and growth of the Ohio group. Retiring president, Earl Christy, turned the symbolic gavel over 
to Dezso Ladanyi whose first official act was to honor SCI founding father, Tom McClelland, with a life 
time membership in SCI and a life time non-voting seat on the Board of Directors. 

On September 26, 1980, the first annual Jack Heimann Memorial banquet was held at the Normandy 
Hotel, Minneapolis. 107 persons heard Earl Christy explain the rationale of a lectureship by the Kidney 
Foundation of the Upper Midwest as a way of commemorating Jack's services to SCI. Guest lecturer was 
Dr. Jack Coburn, chief of Nephrology, Wadsworth General Hospital, Los Angeles. 



 

Thanks to the generosity of Mike Wald in relinquishing his manuscript and photographs, SCI entered the 
publishing world by creating Mike's book, HR Steins, which illustrates and describes some 250 HR steins 
in its 116 pages. 

For the first time in 15 years of existence, SCI passed the 1000 mark in membership. 

1981 

Good news! A significant and attractive pin for SCI members was designed by George Schamberger who 
also supervised the manufacture of this item. It is the shape of a shield (white on the left side, blue on the 
right side), with a silver stein in the center, bearing the initials "SCI." 

As a mid-winter respite, The Sun Steiners hosted a mini-convention at the Sheraton Yankee Trader, Fort 
Lauderdale, January 22-25, 1981. Attendees from 12 states (mostly, the COLD states), and Germany gave 
enthusiastic praise for the efforts of the Florida chapter in planning many interesting lectures and 
activities. 

Two separate articles (one by Len Braarud and the other by Joseph Hermida), described the popular 
Mettlach No. 2900 Argentine stein and cited the differences between the earlier example manufactured in 
1906 and the later model executed in 1929. These articles appeared in Prosit, March 1981. 

Who hasn't heard of Till Eulenspiegel? He was for real, reported J. J. O'Neil (Prosit, March, 1981). Born 
in the German village of Kneitlingen around 1300, he committed many foolish pranks, often acting out 
commands and requests literally, much to the exasperation of the townsfolk. He died in 1350 in Moelin, 
of the Black Plague; and was buried in the local churchyard, accidentally in a standing position. Does 
today's stand-up comic come to mind? 

In "Faience, Facts and Phonies" (Prosit, June, 1981), Ron Fox informed the interested collector of ways 
to determine the veracity of Faience ware. 

Also, John Ey, Jr. and Jack Lowenstein reported in the same issue that Russian and Faience tankards were 
being reproduced and sold as "old, authentic and original." These three authors gave fair warning to 
collectors to examine steins closely, demand certificates of authenticity and money-back guarantees. 

During Convention No. 15, held at Copley Plaza, Boston, July 1-5, 1981, President Dezso Ladanyi 
reported that SCI had 1125 members. Convention activities continued to escalate as the Student Prince 
group worked diligently to include dinner at the Harvard Club, tour of Boston, New England clam bake, 
Tea Party Auction, etc. Interspersed with the activities were the anticipated crowning of Miss Beer Stein - 
Marie Perrault won the honor; Master Steinologist Plaque was awarded to Ron Fox; Bruce Holderman 
was introduced as the new SCI President. Most significant of all the events was the presentation of the 
first ever "Jack Heimann Service Award" to Jack Lowenstein. 

1982 
A series of articles regarding the Corning Glass Center and Museum appeared in Prosit, March, 1982. 
The Glass Center, located at Corning, New York, was built in 1951, and presents the complete story of 
the history, art and science of glass making. The museum, which was opened in a new building in June, 
1980, contains one of the finest glass collections in the world -- over 20,000 pieces displayed in seven 
galleries opening off the main corridor which contains the library. 

Fleeing the bitter northern cold, stein lovers headed to Fort Lauderdale to attend Mini-convention II at the 
Sheraton Yankee Trader, January 21-24, 1982. Lectures in the morning, stein sales and swaps in the 
afternoon, entertainment in the evening kept everyone happy and hopping. 

355 SCIers celebrated "Sweet 16" annual convention at Pheasant Run Hotel, St. Charles, Illinois, June 30 
to July 4, 1982, and loved every minute of the meetings, lectures, stein sales, German evenings, 
Lipizzaner horses, golf tourney, dinner theater, and more. How about even a group photo? 



 

AI Hoch earned the coveted Master Steinologist Award; Joe and Mary Durban were tapped to receive the 
Jack Heimann Service Award; Vera Christy was chosen Miss Beer Stein; and those Chug-A-Lug champs 
(California men and Buckeye women), chugged right into the top spots again in 1982. 

Jack Lowenstein took the "stein by the handle" and set forth to arrange for a central reference source for 
stein marks. He enlisted the aid of Roland Henschen and Mike Wald in putting together a "centerfold" of 
60 marks in Prosit, December, 1982. He promised to publish additional groups of marks in the future. 

Sam Brainard waxed poetic concerning the differences between an old and a new owl character stein, 
both manufactured by Girmscheid. That man has a way with words — and they rhyme! His verse 
appeared in Prosit, December, 1982. 

And, as Jack Lowenstein had predicted, 1000 pages of SCI information have been "put to bed" since that 
first issue of Der Gemütlichkeit, September, 1965. Page 1000 wrapped up the December, 1982 Prosit. 

1983 
In Prosit, March, 1983, Roland Henschen clarified facts and erased fallacies regarding Mettlach. He set 
the record clear concerning the date of the initial use of the castle mark (1881), and use of the Mercury 
mark (1874). Also, he discussed the Mettlach wares which were produced after 1912 (a time of rising 
production costs, lack of qualified craftsmen, and unstable foreign markets). 

Mike Wald and Jim Gruhl wrote a most informative piece entitled "Phony Mettlach Marks"; and Gary 
Kirsner supplied additional data in his article, "Production of Mettlach Wares." These items were found in 
Prosit, March, 1983. 

For three hundred years, Germans have inhabited America; now they flourish, but their beginning was 
meager as 13 families of Quaker and Mennonite backgrounds from the Rhineland town of Krefeld, 
responded to the invitation of William Penn and founded the first German settlement in America at 
Germantown, Pennsylvania. 

The legacy of these immigrants resides in the contributions which they made to the cultural, 
social and technological areas of our way of life. 

Consequently, this historic event, the Tricentennial Anniversary of the German Settlement in America, 
was celebrated throughout 1983 with appropriate ceremonies and activities. 

The Big Stein Roundup in the West - San Antonio, to be exact — was a huge, fun-filled fest held at La 
Mansion del Rio Hotel, June 29 to July 3, 1983. Where else can you race armadillos? 

Lotti Lopez was the recipient of the coveted Master Steinologist Award; Vera Christy received the Jack 
Heimann Service Award; Marie Schroeder was crowned Miss Beer Stein; Les Whitham laid claim to the 
fastest armadillo (would we kid you?); the Chug-A-Lug contest: no new breakthroughs here. Johanna 
Scott was elected to ride herd on the pardners as president of SCI for 1984. 

Commemoration of 200 years of hot air ballooning was sufficient reason for the appearance of three 
related articles in Prosit, December, 1983: 

Anton Werner told the 200 year history of ballooning and cited the "Salute to Flight" stein No. 
1232 which bears the mark of Theodore Wieseler. 

George Schamberger discussed the military use of balloons and showed the Luftschiffer 
regimental stein inscribed "Luftschiffer Abteilung Muenchen, 1906-08". 

Guenther Mark detailed what he believed to be a rare regimental stein of the World War I period. 
According to the stein's inscription, its owner served with the Royal Bavarian Armament 
Battalion, 4th Company, III Army Corps, Ingolstadt. 

1984 
In Prosit, March 1984, Dr. Therese Thomas was most helpful in supplying important information 



 

regarding the much-heralded Mettlach fire on August 12, 1921. An eye witness account from Mrs. 
Monika von Boch who was 6 years old and living at Mettlach at the time of the fire, was included along 
with newspaper articles from the Saarbrueker Zeitung. 

Regional chapters continued to contribute to Prosit their quarterly newsletters of meetings, excursions, 
swaps and sales, which served to enlighten all SCI members to the abundance of stein activities 
throughout North America and Germany. 

And, in each issue of Prosit, several pages of attractive ads served to encourage lively sales and swaps of 
steins among the collectors of drinking vessels. 

In his article, "Where Did They Get That Idea?" (Prosit, September, 1984), Bruce Holderbaum gave good 
reason why stein designers and manufacturers used fairly exotic (and timely), themes for decoration, i.e., 
Egyptian, Etruscan, Middle East, Japanese, Jugenstil motifs. V&B, particularly, broke away from the 
usual tavern or cavalier and lady scenes, and began to include designs which depicted exciting world 
events, such as, archeological finds and the inauguration of Japanese commerce with the West. 

The Chicago Meister Steiners granted George Dermondy a life membership in that chapter in recognition 
of his past presidency and his untiring leadership. 

The United SCI Convention, held at Trier, Germany, July 31 to August 5, 1984, was a marvelous, once-
in-a-lifetime event enjoyed by 460 stein lovers from around the world who helped to celebrate the 2000th 
anniversary of Trier. SCIers found comfortable accommodations at Dorint Hotel and the Europa Park 
Hotel. 

Outstanding lectures, memorable tours, bodacious feasts and plenty of stein buying, selling and talking 
filled the days which went too fast. 

Ridge Scott was honored as Master Steinologist; Louise Schneider of Mettlach was crowned Miss Beer 
Stein, and Terry Hill wore the sash of honor designating him "Mr. Beer Stein"; the German Four (four 
members of the German band which entertained at Mettlach), out chug-a-lugged every American team 
which competed, and then returned to the band for more musical entertainment. The Meister Steiner 
Ballet Group, ably led by Pat Jahn and assisted by prima ballerina Hannah Streichman, won the talent 
contest hands down. 

Oh, but who could forget John Coleman, with baton in hand, leading the German band? A true 
convention highlight! 

1985 

What an enlightening way to start the New Year! In Prosit, March, 1985, listing of the 21 chapters was 
printed, giving the logo, vital statistics and contact person for each group. 

Only 2 persons responded to the Prosit invitation to submit a brief descriptive article about the 1984 
German convention.. Becky Moffett wrote a witty article about friends and food in Germany and Holland; 
and Bill Schemel related the experiences of SCIers at Dinkelsbuhl — both were most interesting. Judges 
decided to award each a first prize: one received a Mettlach stein donated by Don Daugherty, and the 
other was given a regimental stein contributed by Ron Fox. 

On September 1, 1965, in Santa Maria, California, Tom McClelland and Jack Heimann started something 
called Stein Collectors International which grew and matured beautifully, (What's a little wart here and 
there among friends?), into the remarkable organization it was after 2 decades. Happy 20th Birthday, SCI! 

SCI lost some wonderful, hard-working members in 1984 and 1985:  

Mama Ratzsch  Miss Beer Stein 1977 
Joe Hersh  Master Steinologist 1974 
Ridge Scott  Master Steinologist 1984 
Wally Schardin  With Petunia, attended every convention 



 

Joe Durban  Shared the Jack Heimann Service Award with Mary 1982 
Pete Wagner  Able and loyal member of Ohio Stein Verein 

To quote Jack Lowenstein, "May they find eternal bliss in that big Hofbrauhaus in the Heavens." 

Sam Brainard submitted an amusing item (Prosit, September, 1985), concerning his experiences as "Mr. 
Stein Expert" in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. He examined, advised, recruited -- even broke a bone in his 
foot (almost the ultimate sacrifice); but he enjoyed the weekend and probably would, if asked, flex his 
talents anew. 

New York, New York ~ a place so nice, they named it twice. Nearly 200 stein collectors agreed it was the 
BEST place to celebrate SCI Convention No. 19. Lectures were most informative, stein buying and 
selling were brisk, the food was delicious, and the stein auction, organized by Ron Fox and Gary Kirsner, 
was surely an eye opener! But, most spectacular of all was the Riveranda yacht cruise when New York's 
skyline was unmatched in beauty both before and after sundown. Attendees spoke of that event for years 
after the experience. 

Convention headquarters was the Roosevelt Hotel, July 17-21, 1985. 

The honor of Master Steinologist was bestowed upon Mike Wald; Pat Clarke was the deserving recipient 
of the Jack Heimann Service Award; Loretta Franz was named Miss Beer Stein and wore a lovely Claire 
Hill creation; Sig Klein, a stein collector for 50 years, received a special Thirsty Knight award. 
Convention chairman, Ron Fox, and his committee did a masterful job. 

In Prosit, December, 1985, 3 notable articles concerning regimental steins and related items were written 
by Ernest J. Kaufman, Ron Heiligenstein, and Paul J. Rohe. 

1986 

Of great interest to collectors of glass drinking vessels was an article written by Jim Sauer (Prosit, March, 
1986), in which he describes various types of prunts and the methods of application to the stein. 

All eyes turned toward Florida as the third mid-winter mini-convention was held at the Royal Plaza Hotel 
in Orlando, January 30 to February 2, 1986, and ably hosted by the Sun Steiners for the third time in 5 
years! Stein lectures, stein sales, stein auctions, stein chats filled the days and nights along with plenty of 
good food and drink. And, everyone received a bag of the best tangerines in the world! Jim DeMars and 
committee did another superlative job. 

The first recipient of the Master Steinologist Award and charter member of SCI, Herb Jeddy, died on 
March 31, 1986. Herb will live on in the hearts of those who knew and loved him -- a true collector's 
collector. 

All you ever wanted to know about glass was plainly and carefully spelled out in Ron Fox's "Glass 
Techniques" (Prosit, June, 1986). Glass shaping, coloring, decorating, even repairing, were described in 
an informative and understandable manner. 

After much research, Ron Fox established that Schierholz is the correct factory name for those character 
steins which are marked Musterschutz. In his article in Prosit, December, 1986, Ron detailed the history 
of the Schierholz factory, marks used to identify their wares, how the steins were manufactured, and the 
capabilities of the factory at the present time. 

Convention No. 20 at Hotel Del Coronado, July 9-13, 1986, was indeed an earthshaking event! (You just 
never know what those Erste Gruppers will drum up for excitement.) 

Dinner at a church (the Abbey), "Student Prince" under the stars and planes, plenty of interesting stein 
talks and sales, an evening aboard the intriguing Berkeley, dinner and Charleston dancing in the 
Coronado ballroom, and a 5.3 earthquake bright and early on Sunday morning just to rouse the SCIers for 
a splendid brunch in the renowned Crown room ~ now that's a convention! 



 

California's own Bob Wilson earned the title of Master Steinologist; Pola Durban, as Miss Beer Stein, 
wore a striking crown fashioned by Claire Hill; the Jack Heimann Service Award was given to a very 
deserving Jim DeMars; Erste Gruppe defended their Chug-A-Lug title mightily; Rosie and Werner Sahm 
were judged best in the authentic 1920's costume contest; and Sam Brainard received a special trophy and 
title as SCI's own "Poet Laureate." 

The long-awaited Stein Museum became a fact when the SCI board approved the concept. Les Paul, who 
has done much of the preliminary work, was chosen as the Museum's first Director. With his committee, 
Les began to formulate plans to find a location for the museum and to assemble stein displays to loan to 
other museums initially. 

1987 

The New Year brought rustlings of change among the SCI ranks with Jack Lowenstein's announcement 
that he planned to resign his position as Executive Director on July 1, 1987; and treasurer Pat Clarke 
and secretary Bo Borsch followed suit. 

Because he was curious about a commemorative stein he bought at an auction, Les Paul investigated the 
reason for its being, a most intriguing tale of the US Naval victory over the Spanish fleet at Cuba's harbor, 
July 3, 1898. A "six pounder" shell was used for the body of Les' stein, and it was inscribed: "US 
Battleship Indiana - Santiago de Cuba, July 3, 1898". 

Ron Heiligenstein described the German Fraternities, their customs and their symbols in Prosit (March, 
1987). Interesting to note, a fraternity stein might have notches filed on the edge of the pewter lid, or an 
"XI", etched or enameled somewhere on the body of the stein. These marks suggest the number of duels 
fought and cuts received or given by the owner. 

Jack Lowenstein gave an accounting of his stewardship in his "Secretary's Notebook, (Prosit, June, 1987). 
He pronounced SCI as viable, healthy and growing (from 600 members in 1978 to 1600 souls in 1987); a 
force to be reckoned with. He thanked all members of SCI, all officers and board members, authors and 
associate editors, and his beloved Nettie for her tolerance and devotion. 

George Misch (Illinois), accepted the position of Executive Director of SCI. He pledged his talents, time 
and energy to provide the organization with the leadership to which they were accustomed. 

1987 was a banner year for Simon Peter Gerz, a well-known stoneware firm of Sessenbach, as it 
celebrated its 125th year of producing beautiful salt-glazed stoneware products — stamped with the 
famous "stein in a triangle" logo, a mark familiar to all stein collectors. 

Froehlichen Geburtstag! 

Warm and wonderful described Convention No. 21 in Washington, D.C., July 22-26, 1987, at the Crystal 
Gateway Marriott Hotel. Special events planned by the Gambrinus Stein Club included cocktails and 
dinner at the National Press Club followed by a breath-taking, after-dark tour of flood-lit Washington on 
the Old Town Trolleys; Germanfest in the hotel ballroom complete with performances by the Baeresch 
and Steirisch Dance Company; "A Touch of Class" banquet in the hotel ballroom and an evening of 
dancing to the strains of Big Band music. These gala activities were surrounded by thought-provoking 
lectures, stein sales and auctions, plenty of sight-seeing in our nation's Capitol-take the elevator to the 
"Underground," board the Metro and away we go! 

The prestigious Master Steinologist plaque went to Steve Smith of the host chapter; Irv Johnsen was 
tapped as recipient of the Jack Heimann Service Award; Barbara Daugherty was crowned Miss Beer 
Stein; Mark Durban accepted the gavel as SCI President for the coming year; and, tribute was paid to Jack 
Lowenstein, SCI's own Münchner Kindl, on the occasion of his retirement as Executive Director. 

Les Paul reported that the SCI Stein Museum was accepted as a member of the American Museum 
Association, has 216 charter members and contributions of $2300.00. 



 

Twenty-one SCI conventions to date, and Dorothy "Petunia" Shardin was on hand at every gathering. 
How's that for a record? She penned her thoughts about those convention activities in Prosit (December, 
1987) -- a most interesting and entertaining article. 

1988 

Rustlings, again, among the ranks of SCI, as George Misch resigned from the office of Executive 
Director, and Mark Durban, SCI's president, followed suit. Pat Manusov filled in as Executive Director, 
and Bill Mitchell volunteered his services as president. 

127 persons from 18 states and Germany warmed up at the Florida Midwinter Convention at the Royal 
Plaza, Orlando, January 21-24, 1988. Jack Lowenstein, Gary Kirsner, John Stuart and Les Paul gave 
excellent lectures in the fields of their expertise; stein buying was brisk; and evenings were filled with 
feasting and much stein talk. 

Objects from the gold and silver collection of Baron Hans Thyssen-Bornemisza of Switzerland were 
shown for the first time in the United States at the Edsel and Eleanor Ford estate, Grosse Pointe, 
Michigan, during the summer of 1987; and Bo Boresch described for Prosit some of the pieces which 
were of interest to stein collectors. These spectacular items were cups of nautilus shell and rhinoceros 
horn in gold mountings, ornate gold and silver tankards, an enameled silver beaker, and a score more 
drinking vessels of similar extravagance and artistry. This magnificent collection was shown in various 
parts of the country until the winter of 1989. 

Bill Mitchell and committee turned up the heat for Convention No. 22 at the Omni Hotel, Union Station, 
in St. Louis, July 13-17, 1988; but stein collectors were happy campers as they trotted from one event to 
the next in the comfortable Union Station. Ron Heiligenstein, AI Hoch and Ron Fox shared their 
extensive knowledge of their favorite subjects with conventioneers via lectures and slide presentations. 

Les Paul, Director of SCI Museum, arranged for a display of 100 great steins at Anheuser-Busch Visitor 
Center, and many conventioneers visited the Brewery to view these drinking vessels. Incidentally, the 
display was on view to the general public for many months following the convention. 

The Master Steinologist award was presented to a very deserving John Stuart; Kurt Sommerich received 
the first ever Editor's Award; the Miss Beer Stein crown was placed on the head of the First Lady of SCI, 
Dorothy "Petunia" Shardin; and the Chug-A-Lug championship was earned by the Upper Midwest 
Steinologists!. 

Friday evening's tram tour of Grant's Farm was most interesting, and the German dinner and activities at 
Bauernhof were enjoyed by all. A big Thank You to Bill Mitchell and his Gateway Steiners for their 
efforts in planning a wonderful Convention No. 22. 

Spanning a period of over 8 years, Ron Heiligenstein has written a series of articles in Prosit, describing 
rare and unusual regimental steins. These articles contain material which was carefully and thoroughly 
researched, and have afforded a wealth of knowledge for regimental stein collectors. 

1989 
Ewe Ch. Finke, West Germany, reported in Prosit, March, 1989, that drinking boots have appeared in 
literature as early as the 11th century when leather flasks were jokingly called "boots." But, clearer 
reports of the boot as a drinking vessel surfaced in the 16th century with jottings of significance about the 
passing of the boot among friends and enemies. 

Our beloved Petunia Shardin wrote an impelling item in Prosit (March, 1989), about the history of her 
collection of V&B Art Nouveau tableware. She cited "cury" as a shade said to look like sand in the light 
of the setting sun. "That description sure beats the plain old word, gold", exclaimed Petunia. 

Remember that fine display of 100 character steins which Les Paul arranged at the Anheuser-Busch 
Brewery Tour Center in time for the St. Louis convention? Anheuser-Busch gave approval to expand and 



 

improve the display with their assurance to keep the exhibit open for at least 2 to 3 years. The improved 
exhibit contained representative pieces from each stein type. 

Wurttembergische Metallwaren Fabrik (WMF) was front and center with articles written by Ron Fox in 
Prosit, (December, 1988), and Steve Smith and Jack Lowenstein in Prosit (June, 1989). In his article, 
Ron chose to describe fancy metal presentation lids (either silver-plated or gold-washed), which WMF 
manufactured for special Mettlach steins. Steve explained pages from the 1903 WMF catalog which he 
had acquired, and he cited some fine examples of WMF steins and beakers in his collection. Jack 
reviewed a book about WMF published by Antique Collectors Club, Woodbridge (Suffolk) England, in 
which the comprehensive catalog of WMF wares is portrayed. This book states that around the turn of the 
century, WMF was the world's largest manufacturer and exporter of household goods. 

Some 300 SCI members said "YES" to Michigan - the Hyatt Regency at Dearborn, to be exact, from July 
6 to 9, 1989; and what a bang-up time was had by all at the 23rd annual SCI convention. 

Stroh Brewery's River Place with German buffet, and opportunities to study the remarkable Stroh Stein 
Collection was a memorable experience. Dining at Lovett Hall and touring Ford Museum will always be 
remembered also. 

Gary Kirsner was named Master Steinologist; Rosie Korito reigned as Miss Beer Stein; Dezso Ladanyi 
earned the Jack Heimann Service Award; and Leonce Miller received the special Editor's Award. Les 
Hopper and Sweetie Pie Kuntz were the best costume winners. 

Thanks to Bo and Mary Lou Borsch and their committee for a fun-filled and educational meeting in 
beautiful Michigan. 

Lotti Lopez sent two photographs of a beer stein featuring the U.S. Christopher Columbus, to Kurt 
Sommerich, and asked what he knew about this excursion boat which ran between Chicago and 
Milwaukee. Kurt combed his memory, did a bit of research, and wrote a truly intriguing article (Prosit, 

December, 1989), about the fun, festivities, scandal and sorrow surrounding this famous boat which was 
built as an attraction for the 1893 Chicago World's Fair. Discoveries and investigations — now, aren't 
these what make stein collecting so compelling? 

1990 

During the Dearborn convention in July, 1989, Pat Manusov explained away much of the mystery of the 
DRGM steins; and, fortunately for all interested collectors, her talk was printed in Prosit, January, 1990. 
Her descriptions of DRGM characteristics were thorough and very helpful to the collectors of Deutsches 
Reichs-Gebrauchs-Muster steins. 

Jim DeMars reported that membership was at 1623 members, an all-time high! 

Germany celebrated 500 years of postal service (1490-1990), by commissioning a set of 4 beer steins 
illustrating various stages of the development of mail delivery. Rastal was given the task of producing 
these porcelain drinking vessels. Why steins, you ask? They seem appropriate inasmuch as the early 
Postillions (mail carriers), developed enormous thirsts due to traveling over those dusty roads. 

June, 1990 saw production of Prosit No. 100. What a history SCI has, and it has been carefully chronicled 
in the pages of Der Gemutlietkeit and Prosit through the years. 

Thumbnail biographies of a number of Master Steinologists were contained in Prosit No. 100, along with 
interesting articles written by these honored members of SCI. 

Convention No. 24 at the Hamburg Plaza in Hamburg, Germany, was a gathering of renown where Ron 
Heiligenstein was honored as Master Steinologist, particularly for his research, articles and lectures 
regarding regimental steins. Nettie Lowenstein was crowned Miss Beer Stein, and Floyd Dietlen 
accompanied her as Mr. Beer Stein. A highlight of the convention was the official opening of the 
Heinrich Schlitt exhibit. 



 

Outstanding lectures were presented; evening entertainment, along with plenty of delicious German food, 
was superb; a tour of the city and members' auction rounded out the list of activities during July 18 to 22, 
1990. 

In Prosit, (September, 1990), Les Hopper invited SCI members to send copies of German verses and/or 
expressions found on beer steins -- he also desired the translations of same, if possible. Wass ist, Les? 
Schreiben zie Buch? 

In Prosit (December, 1990), Kenneth E. Fahnestock described an ordinary polychrome stoneware relief 
stein with a most unique copper lid which rotates and lifts the lid to the right side of the body of the stein. 
This stein is somewhat discriminatory, as the lifted lid would interfere with the attempts of the 
"southpaw" to quench his thirst. 

1991 

Eta Erlhofer wrote at length a captivating article in Prosit, March, 1991, (based on her lecture at SCI 
Hamburg Convention in 1990), concerning Raeren stoneware, its prominence as far back as the 15th 
century; and, according to archeological findings, possibly as early as the 12th century — but, no exact 
dates were known since written documentation was rare. 

Decoration of stoneware objects during this period was greatly influenced by contemporary graphic art. 

Sam Brainard ~ how does he do it? Those rhyming words which so adequately describe the occasion 
literally flow from his pen. His "Silver Reflections" depicting SCI convention happenings was a fine 
example of Sam's extraordinary poetic talent. This poem appeared in Prosit, June, 1991. 

SCI's 25th anniversary convention, held at the Drake Hotel, Chicago, July 4-6, 1991, was a rousing 
success thanks to the efforts of George Misch and Bob Smith, and their hard-working Meister Steiner 
staff. 

Kurt Sommerich became the 21st worthy recipient of the Master Steinologist award; Les Paul was the 9th 
member to earn the Jack Heimann Service award; Camille Smith was crowned Miss Beer Stein, and Stan 
Loula shared a bit of the honor as Mr. Beer Stein. Les Hopper and Virginia Scheller were chosen as best-
costumed conventioneers; and the Erste Gruppe displayed their winning ways with straws and a one liter 
stein ~ a novel slant for the Chug-A-Lug contest. Ron Heiligenstein was elected president for 1991/1992. 

Lectures, auctions, superb dinners, a fashion show, "A Taste of Chicago" event in Grant Park, and a 
fabulous fireworks display filled the days and nights for 316 members who enjoyed every minute of 
"Silver Reflections" 

Did anyone catch the name of that huge penguin dancing at the gala "Silver Reflections Ball" on Saturday 
evening? 

More about the Heinzelmaennchen came from Floyd Dietlein and Roland Henschen, (Prosit, December, 
1991), in the form of the children's poem, "Die Heinzelmaennchen," translated in its entirety and 
illustrated by some of the original scissors cuts called Scheerenschnitt," a popular art form in the 19th 
century. Oh, to have those ambitious Heinzelmaennchen with us today! 

Villeroy and Boch celebrated 200 years of Ceramic tradition at Wallerfangen by opening a dual 
exhibition of V&B in April 1991, at Mettlach Ceramic Museum which featured Wallenfangen items 
dating from 1791 to 1891; and at the Heimat Museum at Wallenfangen which showed wares from 1891 to 
1933. The joint exhibits were arranged and coordinated by Therese Thomas and Beatrix Adler. 

1992 

In Prosit (March, 1992), Jack Lowenstein wrote a most interesting article on Hauber & Reuther (HR), 
apparently manufacturers and decorators of steins of varied materials. Two "digs" at or near the HR firm 
revealed shards and firing helpers, fair evidence of both manufacture and decoration of stoneware and 
porcelain items which could be attributed to the last third of the 19th century. 



 

Now, Mike Wald, author of HR Steins, and "A New Theory on HR Steins" (Prosit, June, 1990), was of 
the opinion that Hauber & Reuther were decorators of steins bought elsewhere — not manufacturers of 
same. Again, he effectively defended his belief in Prosit, March, 1992. 

More about Hauber & Reuther from the pen of Lotti Lopez in Prosit, June, 1992. She stated that she 
disagreed with Mike's theory, and gave legitimate reasons for her belief. 

Andre Ammelounx undertook a search in Germany for information regarding Martin Pauson, and 
reported his findings in Prosit (September, 1992). The firm of Martin Pauson, located in Munich and 
primarily a pewter and finishing shop, existed from November 5, 1884 into the mid 1930's. The signature 
or mark of the shop is usually located on the shank of the pewter lid attachment, and/or incorporated into 
the molds as well as stamped on the underside of the item. 

It seems that the firm did not actually manufacture any of these wares, but contracted with manufacturers 
to produce custom steins, glasses and other items which the firm of Martin Pauson finished. 

California, here we come! -- the "battle" cry of SCI members as they invaded San Francisco Hilton 
Regency Embarcadero, July 1 to 4, 1992, for the 28th annual SCI convention. Napa Valley tour and party, 
Maritime Museum dinner and dance, great talks, exotic Chinatown banquet, viewing of four fabulous 
stein collections, auctions, swaps and sales, red, white and blue dinner dance were just some of the 
activities which kept conventioneers moving right along and enjoying every minute. 

Les Paul was the recipient of the Master Steinologist award; John Mertz was named winner of the Jack 
Heimann Service award; Eta Erlhofer and Jim Reilly shared the honor of receiving the Editor's award; 
and Veronica Faussner wore the crown of Miss Beer Stein. 

The "home office" moved from California to Illinois, as Pat Jahn accepted the post of SCI Executive 
Director. 

A hearty thanks to those Golden Gaters for staging an exciting and interesting convention! 

Les Hopper offered very useful information on cataloging stein collections (Prosit, September, 1992), and 
volunteered his assistance in aiding others to develop their systems. Jack Lowenstein tagged on a bit of 
advice for those collectors sans computers, and printed a form which can be copied for those interested in 
recording stein data. Good idea for the sake of insurance purposes and for progeny. 

The Thirsty Knights hosted a mini-convention at Holiday Inn, Elmira, NY, (October 9-11, 1992), for 160 
members from 17 states. John Lamb directed the activities for a hugely successful affair, complete with 
talks, auctions, stein sales, and an exciting tour of Corning Glass Museum. 

"A Blueprint For the 90's," presented by SCI Pres. Ron Heiligenstein, outlined specific goals and actions 
already taken or to be taken concerning SCI conventions, publications, local chapters, and the Beer Stein 
Museum. 

After Hurricane Andrew had damaged his own home, Albert Nemeth performed a very thoughtful deed 
when he traveled through the dangerously littered streets of south Dade county to rescue the stein 
collection of Dan Hogan who was not present to witness the hurricane and subsequent damage done to his 
home. Had Albert not taken the steins to the safety of his home, looters might well have damaged these 
valuable vessels. Dan reported this cardinal act of friendship in Prosit, December. 1992. 

1993 
Since Erste Gruppe was formed in October, 1968, a dozen SCI chapters had surfaced throughout the 
United States, as well as two chapters in Germany. 

And the computer began to figure in — or on — as in on line, to connect a host of persons who were 
eager to learn about steins, both old and new. In Prosit, (March, 1993), John Anderson extolled the 
various wonders of being on line, and encouraged others to join his Prodigy link up to talk about steins 
with other interested persons. 



 

SCI Treasurer Walt Vogdes reported that over $10,000.00 was received from the auction of the estate of 
Whitey Laflen which was left to the Jack Heimann Memorial Fund. Earnings from this money will be 
used to fund lectureships of the topics of nephrology. 

How about all that work that Terry Hill and Pat Manusov did in indexing and sorting copies of articles 
concerning steins which had appeared in a variety of magazines? Pat succeeded Terry as SCI library and 
archive Director. In Prosit (March, 1993), Pat listed, by subject matter, the articles she had in her library; 
and she asked others to send to her copies of interesting stein articles from their personal collections. 

Thanks to extensive and concentrated search and research, SCI members learned much about the various 
marks and decorations on their steins; and they willingly shared the fruits of pursuits with fellow 
members by phone, by letter and in the pages of Prosit. Is this a big reason for the growth and success of 
SCI? 

Ehring's Tavern and Restaurant closed its doors forever on January 31, 1993, an event which saddened 
the Thirsty Knights who met there frequently to talk steins and enjoy good German food. Ed Ehring's 
grandfather founded the establishment in 1910; and, though the restaurant moved about town a few times, 
folks always found the place where Ed and Karen were cooking up the Sauerbraten. Happiness, good 
fortune and a hearty thanks to the Ehrings for many happy memories. 

Jack Lowenstein edited his 60th copy of Prosit in June, 1993 -- his last as he must resign his post as 
Editor due to health problems. He has served SCI admirably in this post and in any area where he served; 
and he has given of himself freely in so many responsibilities relating to stein collecting. 

In recognition of his many contributions to SCI, the Editor's Award will henceforth be known as the Jack 
Lowenstein Editor's Award. This award has been presented to individuals who have written outstanding 
articles for Prosit. 

Sam Brainard wrote "A Tribute to Jack Lowenstein", which appeared in the issue of Prosit 

(September, 1993), that was officially dedicated to Jack. The last stanza of that poem bears 
repeating here: 

 

I would hate to be the man 

To take Jack's place as no one can. 

Hear this from his greatest fan, 

Lowenstein made our day. 

Steins will come and steins will go, 

Our knowledge of them will still grow, 

But in our hearts we'll always know 

That Lowenstein led the way. 

 

Jack succumbed to his illness and angels carried him to Paradise. His warmth and caring, his expertise, 
his encouragement and marvelous sense of humor will be missed by all who knew him. He will not be 
forgotten. 

The SCI Library has received the Lowenstein collection of books, periodicals and various articles on 
steins and related subjects, as requested by Jack before his untimely death. 

Also, the $1000.00 honorarium award presented to Jack by SCI has been given to the SCI Library, as 
requested by Jack and Nettie, to purchase books "essential and basic to the hobby of stein collecting." 



 

Pat Manusov announced that video tapes of SCI conventions of the past several years, as well as some 
stein talks delivered at local chapter meetings, were available for rent through the SCI Museum, Research 
Library and Archives. 

John McGregor wrote a captivating article regarding pewter fittings through the ages, (Prosit, September, 
1993); and he surely had stein lovers reviewing their collections once again to ascertain the periods of 
manufacture of their drinking vessels. 

Over 300 SCI members thoroughly enjoyed "A Time To Remember" at the Airport Hilton, Bloomington, 
MN, September 2 to 5, 1993, thanks to the efforts of Claudia Del Zappo and Rich Cress and their 
industrious and courteous committee. 

Terry Hill was selected as Master Steinologist; Pat Manusov received the Jack Heimann Service Award; 
Barbara Hoch was chosen Miss Beer Stein; Uwe Ch. Finke was the recipient of the Jack Lowenstein 
Award; and Rich Cress was elected to the post of Managing Editor of Prosit. 

Lectures, auctions, round table discussions (a novel and popular addition to the program), and plenty of 
stein talk were sandwiched between some fascinating and fun activities: dinner and cruise on the 
Mississippi River, Germanfest at Schoene's Gasthaus Bavarian Hunter, and surely a trek to the much-
touted Mall of America, the largest enclosed combination retail and family entertainment complex in the 
United States — within walking distance of the hotel! 

And, then there was that little state preserve very close to the hotel which provided walking trails, a 
wealth of information concerning fauna and flora of Minnesota, and just a bit of quiet time for 
contemplation. (Sometimes, stein collectors like to catch their breath.)  

The Thewalt Pottery firm celebrated its 100th anniversary, and Roland Henschen wrote a most interesting 
account of the lineage of the Thewalt family. (Prosit, Dec. 1993). 

On its centennial, the firm, under the capable direction of Albert Jac Thewalt (great, great, great grandson 
of the founder), was one of the leading beer stein makers in the world. 

1994 

The Sun Steiners feted a mini-convention, January 13-16, 1994, at the Royal Plaza, Orlando, for 150 SCI 
members from 26 states and Germany. 

Round table discussions, auctions, stein sales and swaps occupied the time of the conventioneers, along 
with eating and plenty to drink. Jim DeMars and his committee did it again ~ they sure know how to 
throw a party! 

New steins had been marching rather rapidly into the stein collecting scene; and Dave Lowry of 
California, Associate Editor of Prosit specifically for newer collectible steins, asked in Prosit (June, 
1993), for articles and information relating to new drinking vessels. 

His quest was not in vain, as interested persons sent items his way. Garrie Kutz and Stephen Kempski 
both told about modern releases which were attractive, reasonably priced, and beginning to escalate in 
value - encouraging facts for the newer stein collector, (Prosit, March, 1994). 

"Chapter and Verse," a mainstay in Prosit over the years, contained accounts of meetings, excursions, 
sales, etc., of the various chapters throughout United States and Germany. Chapters who needed ideas for 
future meetings acquired a gold mine of information simply by reading these chapter reports. 

Les Paul made a concerted effort to tally about 2000 faience steins to determine the popularity of 
particular subjects which decorate these alt bier kruges. In Prosit, June, 1994, Les reported his findings 
and included an interesting percentage chart, showing that flowers,seemed to be the most popular subject 
while boats and animals showed low percentages. 



 

Dorothy "Petunia" Shardin joined her husband, Wally, in that big "Biergarten in the Sky." She will be 
remembered lovingly by her many SCI friends. She was the only member to have attended all 27 SCI 
conventions. Sleep in peace, Petunia. 

An intriguing "edge-of-your-seat" incident was reported by Lotte Lopez (Prosit, June, 1994), when she 
described her acquisition of the V&B "Four Seasons" plaques. She also related a biography of Hermann 
Gradl the Elder, a quite accomplished artist of the late 19th century, who obviously designed the afore-
mentioned plaques. 

Three firms (Ceramarte, CUI and Schwemmian), undertook the task of producing new steins depicting the 
Civil War, each company approaching the project with a different concept and with varying features. 
Limited production of these steins almost guaranteed that demand would outstrip supply, thus assuring an 
escalation of value. 

What a ball! It was truly "Fun on the Bayou"! Five star Intercontinental Hotel was the place to be July 13-
16, 1994, and over 350 SCI members were on hand to shake the paw or get a hug from Al E. Gator. 

Lectures, round table discussions, sales, auctions and trades were plentiful and good; but the evening 
entertainment events were spectacular - you had to be there!. 

German night with a grand fest prepared by the hotel's executive chef, Willi Coln, and music by a local 
German group; "First Lining" walk, complete with police escort, band, parasols and do-rags, to Michauls 
Live Cajun Dance Restaurant for some Cajun goodies and two-steppin'; another superb feast at the hotel 
followed by the appearance of an honest-to-goodness Krewe to conduct the first ever SCI Mardi Gras 
Ball. Now, was that entertainment? Of course, SCI royalty was on hand in the person of Carol Hopper 
and Bill Mitchell as Miss and Mr. Beer Stein. 

The Manusov household boasted two Master Steinologists as a very deserving Pat accepted that 
prestigious award; and Walt Vogdes received the Jack Heimann Service Award. 

Heartfelt thanks go to Les Hopper and his energetic committee because "son of a gun, we had great fun 
on the Bayou." 

Articles from new authors began to appear in Prosit, and their material showed breadth and depth in 
research. Pat Manusov, very capably at the helm of SCI Museum and Library, assisted many in their 
searches for information concerning drinking vessels and related objects. 

Steve Steigerwald and John Lamb chose to inform readers of the famed Mettlach book steins — a "set" 
consisting of 11 steins depicting books relating to specific professions, and a 12th stein especially ordered 
for Cornell University, but of the same pattern as the 11 book steins. These drinking vessels have been 
credited to Otto Hupp, noted German artist and heraldist in the late 19th century. (Therese Thomas wrote 
of Otto Hupp's artistic contributions to the manufacture of stoneware at Mettlach in Prosit, September, 
1994.). 

The relative rarity of most of this set, and the large number of steins necessary to complete this set, have 
caused the potential collector to experience great difficulty in accomplishing the task of amassing all 12 
book steins. 

1995 

Ted and Glenna Sheer put together a stein display in their local public library in Bakersfield, CA, as part 
of the library's practice of showing exhibits of hobbies of local citizens. Also, Gene and Pat Manusov 
created an arrangement of steins and resource materials in the L.A. branch library in Norwalk. Even 
though she included information on membership in SCI and Erste Gruppe, Pat reported that the librarian 
only fielded many questions about purchasing the displayed items! 

They must have loved us on the Bayou, as the catering staff of Hotel Intercontinental created a 
commemorative stein made of 100% sugar which was decorated with the Bayou Stein Verein logo and 



 

"Stein Collectors International 1994." Les Hopper sent pictures and a description which could be seen in 
Prosit, June, 1995. 

Irv Johnsen wrote an article in Prosit, September, 1986, entitled "Twenty Years of SCI Convention 
Steins", an informative piece about the commemorative drinking vessels from 1967 to 1986; and Dave 
Lowry continued this history, describing steins recalling SCI conventions from 1987 to 1994. These 
articles show fine efforts on the parts of both members, and could only elicit many happy memories for 
readers. 

A record 450 SCI members traveled to Milwaukee for the 29th annual convention headquartered at the 
venerable Pfister Hotel, July 29-31, 1995; and they were faced with too few hours to enjoy the varied 
activities planned by those very creative die Lustigen Steinjaegers. 

Lectures, mini-talks, members' auction and the special von Schleinitz auction conducted by Dunnings 
Auction Service kept the days busy and enjoyable. 

Dinner at the Milwaukee Art Museum with a visit to the von Schleinitz exhibit and the "extra" viewing of 
an awesome silver display occupied Friday evening; while Saturday evening brought about a true Deutsch 
gala, celebrated in SCI's very own tent at the world famous Milwaukee Germanfest. German and 
American bands, plenty of singing and dancing, good eating (who was hungry after OUR feast?), just 
plain people-watching were there for all to enjoy. The evening ended with a spectacular fireworks display 
along Lake Michigan. A delicious "Steinfest 1995" banquet in the Pfister ballroom with entertainment by 
the "City of Festivals" dancers filled Sunday evening. 

Not to be forgotten was the fascinating tour of Mitchell Park Conservatory, St. Joseph Basilica, and the 
Milwaukee Public Museum. This tour followed a luncheon at the exclusive Wisconsin Club, ancestral 
home of Billy Mitchell. 

John McGregor was selected as Master Steinologist; John Lamb and Steve Steigerwald shared the Jack 
Lowenstein Editor's Award with Therese Thomas; Johanna Scott so aptly wore the crown of Miss Beer 
Stein. (You haven't forgotten that Claire Hill has created every one of the crowns presented annually to 
the lucky young lady chosen as Miss Beer Stein of that year.). 

Besides tasting good drink and plentiful snacks in the Hospitality Room, members could observe Andreas 
Kutsche, SCI member from Germany, who demonstrated porcelain painting. Andreas, who teaches 
porcelain painting, was recognized for his restoration of the Fuerstenzug in Dresden, a 120 meter Meissen 
porcelain frieze. 

Norm McMane once again did his superlative job of videotaping the lectures. These tapes were made 
available to all members simply by contacting Pat Manusov, Director of the SCI Museum, Library and 
Archives. 

A great big Thank You to Ron Heiligenstein and Jack Pandl and their ambitious committee members for a 
most interesting and enjoyable sojourn in Milwaukee. 

Incidentally, those who took time to stroll through the hotel to observe the celebrated Pfister Art 
Collection were rewarded with a tasteful display of some 80 pieces drawn from a variety of styles and 
subject matters of the 19th and early 20th centuries ~ a true highlight of Steinfest 1995! 

Harley Davidson made its mark in the world of steins in 1994. In an effort to commemorate its 100th 
anniversary in 2003, the firm contracted with Gerz to release each year a drinking vessel denoting a 
decade of advancements in the development of the motorcycle. 

Three steins had been issued by 1995 with the promise of 7 more released periodically in time for the 
centennial. Dave Lowry wrote about this event in Prosit, September, 1995. 

Ray Orrock credited Jack McGeorge of Alameda Times for a thought-provoking article named "History 
with a Twist" (Prosit, December, 1995), in which he accounts for the pretzel historically — he attributes 



 

its creation to a monk in southern France. Jack cites a pound of pretzels as containing 1700 calories. Now 
add that to a couple steins of brew and forget it !  

Ladies, take note! Roland Henschen told the story of Elfriede Balzar Kopp (Prosit, December, 1995), a 
German Potter Master who was rewarded for her unique art style in creating steins and other pieces of 
pottery. Elfriede burst upon the pottery scene during the time of women's emancipation in Germany, but 
her struggles to be successful were many and almost insurmountable. 

1996 

A noteworthy occurrence in the fall of 1995 was the "meeting" in Hungary hosted by the only SCI 
members in that country. Mary Durban, Luise Schneider and Ron Heiligenstein, (all being in the area at 
that time) at the instigation of Dr. Therese Thomas met with Mr. & Mrs. Dezso Breznyak in their 
Budapest home for an afternoon of gracious hospitality and plenty of stein talk and viewing. 

The interesting circumstances surrounding this Hungarian mini-meeting may be read in Prosit, March 
1996. (Incidentally, Mary Durban has been Dezso's SCI sponsor for many years. 

Also in late 1995, Die Golden Gate Zecher hosted 4 days and evenings of great lectures and entertainment 
for any SCI member who wished to attend. 

A true highlight of the gathering was the viewing of the new Schlitt ceiling in the home of John and 
Virginia Breznikar. What a sensational background (upground?) for a very nice stein collection! The 
young artist responsible for painting the ceiling is quite talented. 

SCI's own extremely talented and industrious Executive Director wrote her "Auf Wiedersehen" letter in 
Prosit (June, 1996) in which she graciously thanked all officers, committee members, Prosit contributors, 
volunteers and all members for their Sharing, Caring and Interest in fostering the growth and development 
of SCI and Prosit. Pat worked hard, raveled much and garnered huge success in promoting SCI 
philosophy and ideals. A well-deserved thanks from all of us, Pat. 

John McGregor's article relating to Westerwald Steinzeug (Prosit, June, 1996) was of immense benefit to 
collectors of those attractive stoneware drinking vessels. 

Jack Rives, Clarence Riley and all those devoted Keysteiners threw a party July 4-5-6, 1996 at the 
Harrisburg Marriott which will long be remembered. Stein sales and auctions, an unforgettable pre-
convention tour of Gettysburg, a fascinating visit to the Lancaster Amish community, delicious food, 
great musical entertainment and plenty of gemutlichkeit were enjoyed and appreciated by some 450 SCI 
members who journeyed to Pennsylvania for onvention Number 30. 

A bit of a bonus for chocolate lovers: Hershey was located ten minutes away from convention 
headquarters where members could tour the plant and enjoy the products. (Worth noting were the Hershey 
kiss street lights in Hershey). 

Special congratulations to our latest Master Steinologist, Les Hopper, a most deserving gentleman. Les 
also received the honor of the office of SCI President for the ensuing year. 

Peg Baldwin was crowned Miss Beer Stein and Ron Heiligenstein received the Jack Lowenstein Editors 
Award. 

Seventy-Five of the best available steins from eleven manufacturers were displayed at SCI's first 
"Contemporary Stein Display and Competition." Three of the steins were awarded prizes for special 
recognition: 

Best contemporary stein = Corona Iguana, Manufacturer, Albert Stahl & Co,  

Best character stein = Neuschwanstein Castle in Winter, Manufacturer, W. W. Team 

Best contemporary (American Theme) = Ford Mustang, Manufacturer, S. P. Gerz GmbH 



 

After four years of hard work and always wearing a pleasant smile, Pat Jahn handed over the reins of SCI 
Executive Director to Glenna Scheer of Erste Gruppe Chapter. Welcome aboard Glenna; and a great big 
Thank You to Pat for doing a tremendous job. 

Also, drawing loads of kudos is Keysteiner John Mertz who, year after year, has wielded his trusty 
camera to produce some noteworthy snapshots at any SCI function he attends. 

Danke schoen to Jack Rives, Clarence Riley and all the Pennsylvania Keysteiners for their labor and 
enthusiasm in assembling a most interesting and entertaining SCI convention. 

The commemorative stein, a milk glass charmer, created by Werner Sahm and Rastal, received many 
compliments from convention goers. If you can't identify the distelfink, just ask any Keysteiner. 

The Mid-American Mini-Convention, hosted by Gateway Steiners, Meister Steiners and Hoosier Stein 
Verein, was held at the Marten House, Indianapolis, Indiana, October 25, 26 and 27, 1996. 

Attendees enjoyed stein sales and auctions, noteworthy talks by the two Les's, plenty of good food, an 
inviting Hospitality Room. And many diverse activities in the city known as the "Crossroads of America." 

In honor of Indy 500, Andre Ammelounx brought 500 pieces of interest to stein collectors for his Sunday 
Auction. 

Heartfelt thanks to Pat Jahn, Jackie Kirchgessner, Jim Talley, Bill and Lil Mitchell and all the Gateway 
Steiners, Hoosier Stein Verein and Meister Steiners who worked so hard to cause the Mini-Convention to 
fly. 

Steve Steigerwald's engrossing thesis concerning Mettlach Tapestry Steins (Prosit, December, 1996) was 
a thorough study and surely piqued the interest of all who read it. 

Executive Director Glenna Scheer wrote her first epistle to all SCI members in Prosit, December, 1996. 
She encouraged chapters to identify an e-mail address in an effort to reduce expense of copying and 
mailing. Also she asked that chapters publish and circulate newsletters to keep all members apprised of 
news events and chapter activities. 

During 1996 some very fine friends in SCI joined past members in that "Big Biergarten in 
the Sky": 

Dr. Merlin Kottke - Die Lustigen Steinjaeger 
Carmine Farara - Thirsty Knights 

Hans Ammelounx - Meister Steiners 
Jack McGeorge - Die Golden Gate Zecher 

Ruprecht Scherff - Die Studenten Prinze Gruppe 
Dr. James Bralley - Southeast Stein Collectors 

 

 

Bette Miller   Decatur, Indiana   March 1997 

For more information about SCI conventions, visit the SCI web site (www.steincollectors.org) 

and click on Conventions in the navigation bar. 

 

A complete list of the winners of the Jack Heimann, Master Steinologist and Jack Lowenstein 

Editor’s awards can be found in the Members Only section of the SCI web site. 


