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SCI's 54th ANNUAL CONVENTION, CHARLESTON, SC
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August 25 through August 29, 2020

SCI’s 54th annual convention will be
held in Charleston, South Carolina, August 25 through August 29, 2020. Preconvention activities are planned for
Tuesday and Wednesday August 25
and 26. The convention itself is Thursday through Saturday, August 27
through 29. Check-out from the hotel
is Sunday, August 30.
The convention Hotel is the Charleston
Marriott Hotel, 170 Lockwood Boulevard, Charleston, SC 29403. The hotel
is only eleven miles from Charleston International Airport. It is conveniently
located in downtown Charleston.

Charleston is one of the most beautiful
and historic cities in the South.
Founded in 1670, Charleston was
known as “Little London” in the colonial
period. It witnessed the first shots of
the Civil War, and today it is a vacation
destination regularly listed as the num-

ber one small city in the United States.

Charleston has a large and well-preserved historic area which is included
in one of the tours we have planned for
Tuesday. Fort Sumter, site of the first
shots of the Civil War, is on an island in
Charleston’s harbor. The fort can be
reached by boat, and the National Park
Service gives tours. A harbor cruise,
with or without a tour of Fort Sumter,
provides beautiful views of the city.
Food is an important part what attracts
visitors to Charleston.
The city’s
restaurants and award-winning chefs
have been featured
in national and international publications.
We will
have an opportunity to try some regional
cuisine
during the convention.

The Marriott Hotel
offers a shuttle to
the historic district.
It operates from
8:00 AM to 10:45
PM and leaves the
hotel every half
hour. The cost is $6 per person per
day. In addition, there is a free bus
called DASH which follows a route
through the historic area and takes you
to many famous restaurants. It’s a
convenient way to get around.

From CGTransportation, Charlston

The convention rates at the Charleston
Marriott are $129 per night for a single
or double room. Parking is complementary for SCI guests. These rates
are also available for three days before
and three days after the convention period on a space available basis. To
secure these rates, reservations must
be received by the hotel on or before
Sunday, July 25, 2020. To make room
reservations, phone 1-800-228-9290.
Say you are with Stein Collectors International and use code STC. Use
the words, not our initials. Or make
a reservation online at
http://steincollectors.org/ConventionHotel.html.
Space is limited, so we urge you to
make your reservations early. If you
have a problem making room reservations, contact Dick Strom at
stromrwk@gmail.com or 301-5302403.
There are two easy ways to register for
the convention: (1) Using the registration form which is included with this
issue of Prosit. Mailing instructions are
on the form for payment by check or
money order. (2) Online with PayPal
via a link provided on SCI’s website
www.stein-collectors.org.

The registration fee for the convention
is $570 for a couple and $300 for a single registration. The registration fee
includes three buffet breakfasts, two
dinners, the hospitality room, and the
convention stein. It also includes the
program of speakers, round tables,
stein sales and members’ auction.
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PRE-CONVENTION ACTIVITIES

TUESDAY, AUGUST 25

Two tours are planned for Tuesday, the
first pre-convention day: a city tour and
a tour of Patriots Point.
CITY TOUR

The city tour will leave the hotel at
10:00 AM.
Our guide will recount
Charleston’s colorful history as we
drive through the historic district. We
will see antebellum mansions, magnificent public buildings and Rainbow
Row. At the Battery we will stop at a
park and have an opportunity to take
photos of Charleston’s scenic harbor.
We will also drive through the Citadel,
South Carolina’s famed military academy.

At noon we will stop at the City Market,
which opened in 1841 and stretches for
four city blocks, for lunch on your own
and a bit of shopping or browsing.
Lunch options range from vendors in
the City Market to many nearby restaurants.
The bus will return to the hotel at approximately 3:00 PM.
PATRIOTS POINT TOUR (WITH
LUNCH IN THE CPO MESS)

The Patriots Point tour leaves the hotel
at 9:00 AM. Our escort will provide information on Patriots Point, one of the

largest naval and maritime museums in
the world, and on Charleston’s naval
history during the bus ride. After a
welcoming talk we are free to explore
on our own. Former Navy personnel
are stationed throughout the Point to
answer visitors’ questions.
The USS Yorktown, a famous World
War II aircraft carrier, is now a floating
museum. It has 28 airplanes on board
and a theater. It also houses the Congressional Medal of Honor Museum.
We will have a traditional Navy lunch
in the Chief Petty Officers’ mess on the
Yorktown. The Yorktown has elevators.
Other attractions include the USS Laf-

fey, a destroyer that participated in the
World War II D-Day landings at Normandy, and a Vietnam era Naval Support Base with its Sea Cobra and Huey
helicopters.

The tour will end back at the Marriott
Hotel at 2:00 PM.
THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE will
meet at 7:00 PM.
WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 26

The Board of Trustees will meet at 7:00
AM. The meeting is expected to conclude by 10:00 AM.
The major event of the day will be an
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auction by Fox Auctions. The preview
will be from 9:00 AM to noon. The auction will begin at noon.
A first timers’ reception will be held
from 5:00 PM to 6:00 PM. If you are
attending your first SCI convention, the
officers of SCI and your Carolina hosts
want to extend a warm welcome.
Enjoy hors d’oeuvres and drinks while
getting acquainted with them and the
other first timers.
CONVENTION ACTIVITIES

Each day of the convention will begin
with a buffet breakfast. The hospitality room will be open Thursday afternoon, Friday evening after dinner and
Saturday afternoon.

We will have three speakers
at general sessions:

Mike Adkins will speak on early
stoneware: Creussen, Altenburg,
and Annaberg.
Bob Hurley will speak on imagery of
knights and landsknechts in art,
steins, and glassware.
Albert Nemeth will
Bayreuth faience.

speak

on

We will have eight round tables, each
of which will be given twice. The round
table leaders and their topics are:
Jerry Berg on
“Daubenkruge and Other
Wood Staved Steins.”

Jack Clark on
“Bringing a Stein Back to Life, Researching Its Original Owner.”
Bill Gee on
“Trumpeter of Sackingen.”

David Harr on
“Stoneware Character Steins.”
Chuck Keiser on” Evolution of
Westerwald Steins.”

John Lamb on “Exotic and Unusual
Material Steins.”

Phil Masenheimer and Steve
Steigerwald on
“Mettlach Occupational Steins.”
Walter Swett on
“Oktoberfest Steins.”

THURSDAY, AUGUST 27

The convention will begin with the annual general meeting. We will then
have the first two speakers: Bob Hurley and Albert Nemeth.
The Stein Sales Room will be open in
the afternoon. Steins can be consigned for the members’ auction in the
stein sales room.

Thursday evening will be Charleston
Night, featuring regional food and
music. The regional cuisine is called
“Lowcountry,” sometimes capitalized
and sometimes not. Dinner will be a
Lowcountry buffet Music will be provided by the River City Dixieland Jazz
Band, a local favorite (pictured below).
FRIDAY, AUGUST 28

The second day will open with a presentation by our third general session
speaker, Mike Adkins, speaking on
early stoneware. Four round tables will
complete the morning.
The Stein Sales Room will be open
again in the afternoon. Consignments
for the members’ auction can be made
in the stein sales room.

The Afternoon Tea (extra cost option)
will be at the Mills House Wyndham

Grand Hotel. In the 1850’s Otis Mills
saw the need for a fine hotel with marble floors, priceless antiques and impeccable service. The current hotel
replaced the original 1853 Mills House
and emphasizes elements of continuity. The facade of the current building
is a largely faithful copy of the original
including the iron balcony across the
front. If you look out a window in the
Planter’s Suite, where we are having
our tea, you will see that iron balcony.
Dinner will be on your own, but the hospitality room will be open later for
dessert and conversation.
SATURDAY, AUGUST 29

The last day of the convention will
begin with the final four round tables.
We will conclude the morning with sessions in which SCI officers explain their
programs and discuss them with members.
The members’ auction will be in the afternoon

The convention will conclude Saturday
evening with a reception and German
Night dinner in the Marriott Hotel. This
will be your opportunity to show off
your Lederhosen and Dirndls in the
best costume contests. Please note
your entree selections for the Saturday
dinner when you register.

We look forward to welcoming you to
SCI.s 2020 convention in Charleston.
For any questions contact Richard
Strom, stromrwk@gmail.com or 301530-2403.
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CHARLESTON, South Carolina

