A nostalgic visit to Mettlach

Villeroy and Boch welcomes SCI
The following article appeared recently in Keramos, Villeroy & Boch's
company magazine:
There is really nothing to distinguish them from the thousands of
Americans who cross the great "pond"
for their annual trip to Europe. As
they descended from their mini-bus on
the morning of July 19, after a fourday tour which had taken them to Berl i n , via Wiesbaden and Trier, the old
Roman settlement, to Villeroy and
Boch, they set foot upon Mettlach
ground w i t h the nonchalance of experienced globetrotters, almost as
though they had just come from a
neighboring village.
The great transformation, which
those of us native to this region had
expected of them, occurred within a
few minutes after their arrival—namely, at the very moment they passed

through the doors which opened into
the Hall of Clocks in the old Abbey,
after having been accorded a most cordial greeting by their hosts Rheinert
and Ptock and after the first photos
had been taken under a shield of welcome which had been especially prepared for them.
It was in ths H a l l of Clocks that
Herr Sieber, keeper and protector of
the remaining museum pieces of the
V & B collection, had labored for days
to display properly those pieces for
which these visitors had traveled the
long distance to Mettlach. Venerable
Mettlach steins stood in serried ranks
at stony attention to take the salute
of this group of pilgrims who represented in their small ranks that vast
host of collectors in America for whom
these stoneware mugs command the
greatest respect and admiration.

RARE METTLACHS ON REVIEW were these Villeroy & Boch pieces which the
Mettlach people put on display when the SCI tourists visited the plant last summer.
Some of the steins were unpacked from the company cellar for the first time since
they were produced. None were for sale obviously.

In the presence of these particularly
fine specimens of stoneware which offered themselves to their scrutiny, the
visitors fell silent for a moment. Then
for almost two hours these pieces received their undivided attention —
"steins," often formed in bizarre
shapes, plaques, vases, and punch
bowls, all of which had been created
in the Faience Works of Mettlach as
late as forty years ago.
A n d now it was time for the residents of Mettlach to be astonished, and
to wonder at the knowledge and i n formation which these inveterate collectors of stoneware possessed about
the production of Mettlach pieces.
They knew for all practical purposes
the significance of every single mark,
every impressed number. To be able
to look at a "stein" and say, "That
is number so-and-so" is but one example of such knowledge. They were
familiar with a catalog of stoneware
pieces which their society, The Stein
Collectors International (SCI) had
published, that they were able to identify almost every piece they saw.
There was M r . Jack Heimann, electin 1966 to the office of honorary president of the Stein Collectors of America. He had already been to Mettlach as
a visitor. Nevertheless, his astonishment at the collection on display was
as great as that of his successor, D r .
Joseph Hersh, or as M r . Tom McClelland, the organizer of this European
tour and for years the publisher of a
quarterly bulletin of the SCI, Der Gemütlichkeit. Needless to say, he too
is an avid collector of steins.
There were 12 persons in the group,
as well as an American family from
Kaiserslautern who had also been bewitched by the lure of Metdach steins.
W i t h similar astonishment the impartial observer could confirm that the
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ladies in the group possessed the same
degree of enthusiasm for stein collecting which their husbands enjoyed.
The attitude of these people toward
their rather costly hobby can be truly
understood only when one knows of
the significance, as well as of the
prices, which afford Mettlach steins a
place of pre-eminence in all collections. Several of the guests mentioned
collections which contained several
hundred steins. From M r . Langham of
Dallas, Texas, who visited Mettlach
with his wife in 1965, we learn that
it was necessary for him to build an
addition to his house in order to house
properly his valuable collection.
Regional American newspapers are
constantly publishing articles which
concern themselves with the production of the old V & B stoneware. For
example, The Miami Herald of June
29, 1969, responded in its column on
"Antique - Tips" to the inquiry of a
reader as to the origin and approximate age of a beer stein and a beaker.
The answer, which covered a quarter
of the page, identified the pieces as
being from Mettlach and went on to
pinpoint the factory as that of Villeroy
and Boch, "a firm located in Mettlach,
a small city in Rhenish-Prussia, which
produced its mugs and beakers around
1900. At that time four different factory marks were used in the production of such stoneware. Prominent
among them is the one which features
a tower and the name M E T T L A C H ,
under which are found the initials VB
in an oval." We are convinced that
this reader's inquiry would have been

MODERN METTLACH is this print
under glaze porcelain product. It
has a two-piece lid, no thumblift
and holds about six liters.

SCI PRESIDENT Joseph Hersh turns photographer to capture part of the thrill of
being on the Mettlach grounds. The chess set is Villeroy & Boch crystal. Although
the company is famous for its fine porcelain, they now also produce fine crystal.
answered with the same precision in
Los Angeles, Chicago, or New York, as
it indeed was in Miami.
It was all too evident that the visitors found it most difficult to tear
themselves away from the stein collection in the Hall of Clocks. Camera
shutters clicked incessantly, as each visitor sought to gather as many memorable snapshots for his collection at
home as he possibly could.
However, the actual production of
V & B also gained the interest and
earned the unqualified approval of the
visitors. More than one SCI member
was heard to express his regret that
the firm of V & B no longer concerned
itself with the creation of artistic
"steins". A n d yet it is this very fact
which gives these collectibles their
value. Each year these antique pieces
become rarer and rarer. Yet each visitor was able to console himself somewhat when he saw what V & B has to
offer the consumer today in the line of
dishes. So it was w i t h the last visitors
who, while viewing the display rooms
of the old Abbey, took advantage of
the opportunity to order selected
pieces.
One of them ventured the
thought, " I t really should surprise no
one that this picturesque city of Mettlach could have inspired works of incomparable beauty and that such works
continue to be created. Artists cannot
fail to be inspired by such surroundings."
It was late in the afternoon when
the visitors finally bade farewell to
Mettlach. SCI President D r . Hersch
and M r . Heimann both assured us that

the hospitality they experienced at
V & B would belong to the most cherished memories they had of their European tour. We too may assure these
Mettlach stein "disciples" that they
were our most honored guests. We
can only regret that they had no opportunity to view the splendid film
which was made of their visit to the
Mettlach Stein Collection by the television network of the Saarland and
which was broadcast on August 11.
For those V & B employees who do
not live in the Saarland, it should have
been possible for them to view a nineminute segment in the "Magazine of
the Week," providing they were in a
position on that particular Sunday to
do so.
Translation by:
Arthur J. Maethner

CHARACTER MUG is the face of
Herb Jeddy as he gives a two-fisted
Prosit to the hosts at Villeroy &
Boch.
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A MOMENT OF GLORY for SCIers was posing for a group
photograph in front of the Mettlach Abbey last summer. Front
row, left to right: Tom McClelland, Karen McClelland,
Dorothy Schardin, Evelyn Hersh. Back row: Bud Ferguson,
Jean Heimann, Ellen Jeddy, Herb Jeddy, Wally Schardin,
Vivian Ferguson, Joseph Hersh.

