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I. The Recipient

The Admiral Beatty
Tankard
by Patrick J. Clarke
On June 8th, 1978, at the world-famous
auction galleries of Sotheby Parke Bernet
(N.Y.), the beautiful and dramatic stein
pictured on the front cover was offered
for sale to the highest bidder. Sotheby
Parke Bernet's description of the stein
in their catalogue of that date was terse:
"Important and rare Russian silver
gilt and shaded enamel tankard,
Ovchinnikov-Moscow c.1900. The
cylindrical barrel finely enameled
with a peacock flanked by sirens,
surrounded by multi-colored flowers and foliage, with scroll handle
and hinged domed cover with ball
finial, the spreading base embossed
with co-joined scrolls. Height 12½
inches."
Their estimate of what it would bring
was between twenty and thirty thousand
dollars!

David Beatty, born 1871, died 1936,
entered upon a naval career at an early
age. Anglo-Irish by ancestry, and from a
military lineage, he went to the training
ship "Britannia" at age 13 and at age 15
was at sea as a midshipman. His first 10
years of naval life were uneventful but
by the end of the century he was involved
in a sustained period of combat. In 1896
he was given the command of a small
fleet of gunboats, which was to accompany Kitchner's army along the Nile in
it's advance to recapture the Sudan. For
his daring handling of his boats—atone
stage he beat the army in the race to
capture the important town of Dongala
—he was awarded the D.S.O. and in the
following year he was recalled to Egypt
at Kitchner's request. He again so distinguished himself that he was promoted at the age of 27 years to the rank
of Commander, which, to those familiar
w i t h the worship of seniority in military
or naval circles, caused some resentment.
To add insult to injury, his leadership
in handling naval landing parties during the Boxer Rebellion resulted in his
promotion to Captain at the age of 29,
and by 1910, at age 39, he was a RearAdmiral. In 1913 he was flag officer of
the Battlecruiser Squadron of the Grand
Fleet!

It is important to note that the gallery
was sufficiently impressed w i t h the
quality of the stein to feature it on their
catalogue cover in full color and we are
indebted to them for allowing us to use
that same photo in PROSIT.
When the excitement of the bidding was
over and the final bid was made, the
stein was knocked down at the w i n n i n g
price of $25,000, and it was delivered
into the hands of an SCI member, also
a member of the N.J. chapter of SCI. A
work of art such as this must have a
reason for being and this one is no
exception. It brings together 3 famous
names and 3 great countries. Namely—
Rear Admiral David Beatty, Viscount
Borodale of Borodale, Baron Beatty of
the North Sea and Brooksby, of England;
Paul Akimovich Ovchinnikov of I m perial Russia; and Marshall Field of
Chicago, Ill. The inscription around
the r i m of this tankard reads, "The
Municipality of St. Petersburg to Rear
Admiral D. Beaty (sic) R. N. June 12-25,
1914."

The Admiral Beatty Tankard—magnificent silvergilt and shaded enamel work, by Ovchinnikov.

Let us explore the "story behind the
tankard" and introduce each of the three
principals:

It was apparently in this capacity (and
this is pure speculation) that Beatty
made the trip to Russia that resulted in

Additional details of the scrolled and enameled
handle.

the presentation to h i m of this fine
Russian enamel tankard. Whether he
went as an individual or as part of a
visit of the fleet to Russian waters my
research does not reveal, but as the
Great War broke out shortly thereafter
and the great powers were already making their plans at that time, it seems
logical to assume that this man was no
tourist, and the presentation of such an
important gift was not insignificant.
T w o months later his command was
victorious in the battle of Helgoland
Bight and during the Dogger Bank
action he succeeded in the sinking of the
German cruiser "Blucher". He was in
command of battle cruiser operations at
the battle of Jutland and emerged a hero.
In December 1916 he was appointed
Commander-in-Chief of the Grand Fleet
and in this capacity eventually received
the surrender of the greater part of the
German Navy after the Treaty of Versailles. After the war he was appointed
First Sea Lord and was the British
delegate at the Washington Conference
on arms limitations. It is said by many
naval historians that his daring and
ability placed h i m in the same category
as Admiral Nelson and that he was a
man born out of his time. So much for
the recipient of the tankard: A distinguished man at an important and i n teresting time in history.
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