The St. Charles Convention
Meister Steiners Play Winning Combination

.. . The Winners:

"Sweet 16" Chairlady, Johanna Scott: Beautifully planned, superbly carried out!

The Jack Heimann Service Award winners, Joe and Mary Durban (with Gene Manusov)

Master Steinologist 1982: Albert Hoch of Illinois

The Master Drinking Team: Frank Poppie, Mark Durban, Floyd
Dietlein, Bob Wilson and Terry Hill

Fig. 1. The V&B Book Stein, #2001-B

T h e Doctor Book Stein
by Glen Joshpe, M.D.

T h e pleasure one derives from a stein relates to artistic beauty, interest and the
message portrayed. The Villeroy & Boch
Mettlach #2001 (Book) series is no exception. Designed in 1891, the Doctor
Book Stein, just one in a series of eleven
professions, a c k n o w l e d g e s a select
group of physicians who contributed to
the development of medicine (Figures 14). The contributions of some of these
men extend beyond their field and give
relevance to the philosophy and even religious beliefs of theirtimes. Furthermore,
an in-depth analysis of the stein enables
one to reflect on the role of Nationalism
towards the end of the nineteenth century.

Chronologically, the first book depicted
is "Galeni Opera." Galen (131-200 A.D.)
was born in Asia Minor and practiced in
Rome. He was the founder of experimental physiology and anatomy, and next to
Hippocrates was the most distinguished
physician of antiquity. Galen, considered
a rebel, opposed the various medical
sects of his time. The first to perform a u topsies, he studied the valves of the heart,
but incorrectly surmised that the source
of all blood was the liver, which added
"natural spirits" to the blood and he believed that the blood passed from one
side of the heart to the other by seeping
through the septum, which he falsely believed to be porous. Galen was a firm believer of One God as the supreme creator
of all the Universe and believed that
God's purpose could be greatly elicited
by the examination of His works. He believed in natural law and rejected the idea
of miracles. He not only had a strong influence on the development of logic, but
his theories strongly dominated medicine
into the middle ages.
The Flemish anatomist Andreas Vesalius
(1514-1564) performed many autopsies
and is credited with the founding of
modern anatomy (Figure 5). He was disturbed with Galen's theory of blood flow
through the septum, which Vesalius attributed to God's enormous powers. This
position forced his resignation as Professor at Padua and led to his retirement
to private practice.
Amongst those to postulate obsolete
theories was Franz Jos. Gall (1758-1824)
of Baden, who practiced in Vienna and
was the founder of phrenology. He postulated that various personality traits
were attributable to special centers in the
brain. Another theory, since fallen by the
wayside, was Homeopathic medicine
adapted by Samuel Hahneman (17551843). His "law of similars" contended
that diseases should be treated using
miniscule doses of those drugs which
were able to produce similar symptoms
in the healthy.

versity of Berlin in Pathological Anatomy.
In 1848, he was commissioned by the
German Government to investigate a typhus outbreak. His recommendations for
improving the conditions of the starving
were considered too sympathetic and revolutionary, and as a result he was forced
into seclusion at Wurzburg, but in 1856
he was recalled. Virchow stated that all
living structures consisted of cells derived from pre-existing progeny and he
classified the various human tissues. He
also cultivated the field of anthropology
and studied such patterns as the relative
distribution of blond vs. brunette school
children in Germany. Interestingly, he
opposed the teaching of evolution in the
schools in 1877 on the grounds that it
was still merely a theory and not yet
proven. Virchow played a key role in
German politics from 1880 to 1893 when
he headed the liberal party of the German
Reichstag Congress where he opposed
Bismarck.
Clearly one of the most outstanding
works portrayed by the stein is "Koch,
Aetiologie der Tuberculose." Robert
Koch (1843-1910), born in Clausthal,
demonstrated beyond question that
many diseases were caused by "germs."
He isolated the bacteria that caused anthrax and then developed a vaccine
against it in 1883. He made significant
advances against tuberculosis, typhoid,
cholera, plague, relapsing fever and
sleeping sickness. In 1883, the German
government awarded him 100,000 marks
for his work in India where he isolated
cholera bacteria. Fourteen years after the
release of the Doctor Book Stein, Robert
Koch won the Nobel Prize of Medicine in
1905.
The stein also acknowledges a few less

On the contrary, the methods of Albert
Billroth (1829-1894) stand intact today. A
Viennese surgeon who studied in Berlin,
he performed the first successful resection of the esophagus and stomach in
1872 and 1881, respectively. Billroth was
an outstanding lecturer and genial man
who had strong artistic interest and was
a lifelong friend of Johannes Brahms.

Fig. 2. Another view of #2001-B

Another physician, whose interests extended beyond medicine was Rudolf Virchow (1821-1902). He was born in Schinelbein, Pomerania (now Poland), the
son of a farmer. He studied medicine in
Berlin and became Professor of the Uni-

Fig. 3. Stein lid: "Wider den T o d ist kein Krautlein Gewachsen," or, "There are no
cures for death"

notable works such as "Neopon Nussbaum anaesthetica." However, even more
noteworthy are those greats who are
conspicuously absent. The eminent British physicians William Harvey (15781657) and Joseph Lister (1827-1912) are
but a few. It was Harvey who finally discovered the true role of the heart and the
circulation of blood, and Lister revolutionized surgery by introducing antiseptic
techniques.

Table of Books in the Doctor Book S t e i n as
they appear clockwise from the handle.

1.

B i l l r o t h & Lvcke
-Devtsche
Chirvrgie.

2.

Archiv F v r
Klinische
Chirurgie.
(1860)

3.

Koch A e t i o l o g i e
-Der T v b e r c v l o s e .

4.

Virchow
Kleinere
Schriften

5.

M i t t h e i l : A.D.
Reiche-Gesund
=Heits-Amt.

6.

HehneMann'
Reine A r z n e i Mettel l e h r e .

7.

8.

9.

10.

Franz j o s .
Gall
-Schade1Lehre
De Corporis
HvMani
Fabrica
-And-Veaad
.1.5.4.3
Galeni
Opera
Nepom.
Nussbäum
Anaes»
Thetica

Fig. 4. Tabulation of the book titles on the
"Doctor Stein," as they appear clockwise from the handle

A 300th Birthday

Johann Friedrich Boettger
1682-1719
T h i s year marks the 300th anniversary of
the birth of Johann Friedrich Boettger,
inventor of European porcelain.
Fig. 5. Cover illustration from Andreas Vesalius' "de Humani Corporis Fabrica"

The designers of the #2001-B stein aesthetically present us with a series of
books in which are contained centuries
of medical advances. A m o n g the eminent
physicians honored on the stein we also
find a g r o u p whose theories fell into obsolescence, and conspicuously absent
are some of the great non-German physicians. It appears as if the designers of
the stein slanted their accolades towards
the German physicians, being caught up
in the Nationalism of the times.
fj

[Editor's Note: Dr. Joshpe's research shows
how exciting specific areas of steinology can
be. It w o u l d be fun to hear from the other professions (lawyers, engineers, business people,
mathematicians, naturalists, theologians, architects, etc.) with similar explanations as to
the significance of the titles on their book
steins. We shall present a prize to the SCI
chapter w h i c h has the most members sending
in articles describing the background of their
various book steins . . . with g o o d , sharp p h o tos, p l e a s e ]

This anniversary was duly celebrated at
the site of Boettger's triumphal invention,
Dresden in the German Democratic Republic. The opening ceremony coincided
with Boettger's birthday, February 4.
A 3-day meeting of European and Japanese ceramics manufacturers honored
the first director of the Porzellanmanufaktur Meissen by means of lectures,
symposia and exhibits of old and new
Meissen porcelain. A definitive exhibition
of 3000 pieces, entitled "The Oldest from
Meissen," took place in the Meissen display salons from February 5 to August 2,
1982. Plenary lectures were delivered by
representatives of the leading porcelain
factories of Europe, as well as from government dignitaries.
Boettger's work was described, from his
early experimentation with red stoneware
(1707) to the "breakthrough" in 1709
which gave us the first true European
porcelain as we know it today.
A fitting remembrance to this young genius who—although he only lived a brief
37 years—left such an indelible mark on
the ceramics industry and, yes, the entire
world.
(from "Porzellan + Glas," March 1982)

Liebfraumilch Label Change
Announced
New York, N.Y.—Liebfraumilch, most
popular of all German wines imported in
this country, will soon be identified by
region, according to word received here
by the German Wine Information Bureau.
In what amounts to stricter application of
existing regulations, Germany now is requiring producers of Liebfraumilch to
designate which of four Rhine river regions the wine comes from.
Liebfraumilch is a Qualitatswein, which
means that it has to undergo official government inspection, adhere to certain
standards and is then given an A.P. quality control number. Until now, Liebfraumilch could be a blend of wine from any
of these four areas: Rheingau, Rheinhessen, Rheinpfalz and Nahe.
Inter-regional blending for Liebfraumilch,
however, is no longer being permitted by
the German government and the region
of origin must be shown on the official
label.
It is also likely in the near future that the
word Liebfraumilch will be limited to
Qualitatswein coming only from Rheinhessen and the Rheinpfalz.
German Wine Information Bureau news
release (Alan Olson, New York City)

Service Memories by a

"S.M.S. Kaiserin" Veteran
by Milton Schnitzlein and Steve Smith

T h e Gambrinus Stein Club was extremely fortunate to have as its guest at
the April 18, 1982, meeting a veteran of
the German Imperial Navy, Mr. Walther
Berchner. We had located Mr. Berchner
through a photograph in a local Germanl a n g u a g e n e w s p a p e r , s h o w i n g Mr.
Berchner, in his old uniform, greeting the
captain of a visiting German Navy ship.
Coincidentally, Steve Smith gave a most
interesting lecture on "Naval Regimental
Steins" at that meeting, so both "features"
fit together beautifully.
Mr. Berchner had served on the S.M.S.
Kaiserin in World War I. While he does
not own a regimental stein, he does have
a number of photos and mementos of his
service time, as well as many "war" stories. Such as: He shoveled coal for over
30 hours during the Battle of Jutland;
there was never enough shore leave, because ships were anchored outside, not
within, harbors, to assure maneuverability; the German Imperial Navy, just like
its American counterpart, had the famous
(?) " G . I, Shower" for a sailor whose
messy uniform caused the rest of the
crew to lost its shore leave.

The accompanying photograph shows
Mr. Berchner, in the company of Steve
Smith (left) and Gambrinus president,
Milton Schnitzlein (right), examining a
naval regimental to the S.M.S. Kaiserin!
However, Mr. Berchner did nor know the
first owner of the stein—who apparently
worked "topside," while Berchner worked
in the engine room, below deck. Since
the S.M.S. Kaiserin had a complement of
over 1000 men, it is possible that the two
men never met.
Mr. Berchner was very interested in the
naval regimentals on display and in
Steve's talk. He had joined the Navy in
1915, after these souvenir steins could no
longer be purchased: The regimental
steins were ordered by soldiers and sailors as mementoes just prior to their discharge from two or three years of obligatory military service. Once war broke out,
they knew they would not be discharged
and hence did not order souvenir steins.
It was a most interesting meeting between stein enthusiasts, eager American
"history buffs," and a man who had experienced and lived through the period in
which we were so very much interested.
Mr. Berchner concluded our get-together
by telling us of his experiences on a
German submarine during World War II.
To avoid capture by a British ship, the
German crew scuttled their submarine!
They were rescued, miraculously, by
another German vessel: Our special
guest had narrowly escaped death inside

a scuttled submarine almost 40 years
ago!
A living history lesson, which was enjoyed by all Gambrinians. By means of
this article a very speical "Thank y o u " is
extended to our honored guest, Mr.
Walther Berchner, ex-sailor.

Beer
With
A Bang
Ever hear of a beer named "E-K-U-28"?
Supposedly it's the strongest beer in the
world, with an alcoholic content of 13.2%.
Last year it was imported into this c o u n try from Kulmbach, West Germany, and
offered on the market for $1.50-$1.60 per
bottle.
Says Moranden Wolfgang, Inc., the importer: "It's sold mostly in liquor stores,
and our testing shows that 50% of the
people who've tried it love it; the other
50% hate it. Compared to 3.2% American
beer, it's dynamite. In England, for example, some pubs will sell no more than
two bottles to a customer. Three bottles,
and customers have been known to pass
out. Anyway, it's no halfway beer. It's
beer with a big kick."
The above item, published in October
1981, was sent to us by Reichsteiner
Warren Moffett, who adds the rhetorical
question, "do you suppose someone is
making an extra strength stein to hold
this high-powered s t u f f ? *

For He's a Yankee Doodle Dandy,
Born on the Fourth of July . . .
Yes, a real "Fourth of July" baby was born
to Vicki and Glen Joshpe (NY) on their
way home from the Convention. A C o n vention first?
As Glen tells it, "a funny thing happened
to us on the way home from the Convention. . . ." How come doctors always have
those close calls, when us plain folks
have to get to the hospital hours ahead of
time?
We are happy to report that mother Vicki
and baby Chad Terry (6 Ib., 3 oz) are
doing fine; we cannot, however, vouch
for daddy Glen!

Mr. Walther Berchner, formerly a sailor on the German S.M.S. Kaiserin, examining a regimental
stein to that ship. He is flanked by Steve Smith and Milton Schnitzlein. (Photograph by Herbert
Klein)

Congratulations, Vicki and Glen, and
much, much luck to little Chad: May all
of your days be sunny and may your stein
always be full of beer. Prosit!

The Apostle of the Four Effs
by Kurt Sommerich

T h e name of Turnvater Jahn and his 4
F's (Frisch, Fromm, Froehlich, Frei = fresh
in body and soul, godfearing, happy,
free) are household terms for beer stein
collectors.
PROSIT abounds with myriads of articles
and pertinent photographs and drawings
on this subject. Perfect examples are the
"Confessions of a Stein Collector" by
Siegmund Klein, PROSIT's number 59
and 60 (March and June 1980). Yet in
almost 70 issues of DER GEM and
PROSIT, one cannot find any further information about this apostle of the 4 F's.
Here is an attempt to close this gap.

volunteer detachments, the Luetzow Free
Corps.
Appointed State Teacher of gymnastics
after the war, Jahn assisted in f o u n d i n g
the nationalist Student Corps and Fraternity known as the Burschenschaft in
Jena in 1815. This group agitated for
German unity and constitutional governments; it caught on at most universities. The members followed Jahn's suggestion to choose as their banner the old
Luetzow colors of black—red—gold,
symbolizing the road from the night of
servitude through the blood of battle to
the golden day of freedom. This banner
became the badge of those opposing autocratic government and favoring civil
rights.
Soon the thought of a mass meeting
materialized. On October 18, 1817, the
Wartburg became the scene of a huge
rally. The Wartburg-Fest began on a lofty
note, but under Jahn's influence it deteriorated into a student brawl complete
with the burning of books and other o b jects perceived as paraphernalia of oppression.
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Friedrich Ludwig Jahn

Friedrich Ludwig Jahn (1778-1852) was
born in Lanz in Prussia. He taught at the
"Grey Monastery" high school (Gymnasium zum Grauen Kloster) in Berlin. As a
leader in the patriotic movement during
and after the Napoleonic Wars, he published a widely-read pamphlet in 1810,
Deutsches Volkstum (German Nationalism).

These doings aroused the suspicion of
the autocratic Prussian authorities, as
well as the governments of other Holy
Alliance countries. These defenders of
the status quo were up in arms and the
Burschenschaft voluntarily disbanded in
November 1819, but it continued underground.
For his subversive activities against the
establishment, Jahn was imprisoned
(1819-1825) and remained under police
surveillance until 1840. His service in the
cause of patriotism finally found recognition with his election to the revolutionary
Frankfurt Parliament in 1848, but his final
reputation is tainted by excessive nationalism coupled with racism and hatred
of foreigners.
Yet his fame lives on in the existence of
thousands of Turner leagues all over the
world—and, to beer stein collectors, in
the countless steins bearing his likeness.

In 1811 he organized a gymnastic
movement to promote physical health
and patriotism. He initiated mass open
air exercises on the Hasenheide (Hare
Meadow) in Berlin. Thus he founded the
first gymnasts' exercising place and
hence became Turnvater Jahn (The Father of Turners or Gymnasts). Being a
linguist, he also coined the word "Turner"
from the French "Turnier" (Tournament).
During the war against Napoleonic
France ("War of Liberation"), 1813-1815,
he played an important part in the formation of the most famous of the Prussian

T h e Fraternal Festival at the Wartburg, October 17, 1817

My No. 1

My First Stein
by Arthur Chapman, Jr.

The summer of 1938 f o u n d myself and a
classmate at Bowdoin College pedalling
our bicycles the length of Britain and
then by boat across the Channel to the
Continent. We spent the entire month of
August in utter youthful amazement, but
not reverence, of Hitler's Third Reich. We
bunked three days at a hostel in the
beautiful old university town of Heidelberg, and while there, made several visits
to the famous old Studentenlokal, "Zum
Roten Ochsen," founded in 1703 and
known to generations of students and
tourists as the Red Ox Tavern. It was at
the Red Ox that I acquired the first piece
of my collection, a one-half liter creamcolored ceramic mug bearing in red the
logo of the establishment and the inscription 'Der "Rote«Ochse" zu Heidelberg.' The bottom is stamped "Emil
Sahm, Höhr-Grenzhausen," he being the
father of our Master Steinologist, Werner
Sahm.
And from this humble beginning, my collection just seemed to grow over the next
forty-four years. As of today, my No. 1
stein sits in line with some twenty similar
German brewery mugs, including one
produced for the Red Ox in 1953 to celebrate its 250th year at the same location
—and the place probably hasn't changed
much during these many years.

" Z u m Roten O c h s e n " in Heidelberg

Comments About the
Cherry Tree Tankard
by Ron Fox

T h e article, "George Washington and the
Cherry Tree Tankard" by John Ey in the
March 1981 PROSIT, has generated c o n siderable controversy, particularly among
faience collectors. Topical debates about
the tankard abound: The extent of Washington's fame in 1776; a stork or smoke
over the cabin's chimney; and other
issues related to historical or illustrative
content. Of greater interest to me are
issues of manufacture and decorative
technique, as a means of identifying the
place of origin and age of the piece. Thus
I was particularly delighted when John,
the owner of the tankard, asked for my
opinion about his suggestion that this
was a 1776 German piece.

the 1776 on the body must mean that the
stein was manufactured in or after that
year. The most striking revelation from
the pictures in PROSIT is the peculiarly
shaped handle, suggesting a serious
contradiction to the contention of an 18th
Century German origin.
It was impossible to render an opinion
without a careful inspection of the tankard, and only recently did I get this
chance. As I began to examine this fascinating stein, the explanation f o r t h e odd
handle was quickly apparent: The original handle had been broken off and lost,
and a plaster substitute had been made
(more than 50 years ago)! The repairman
obviously was not acquainted with the
appropriate styles of handles and so he
designed one which he felt was suitable.
The pewter mountings appeared to be
made between about 1725 and 1825. The
footring is definitely original, and alt h o u g h the lid had been reattached due
to the handle repair, I am confident it also
is original.
An inspection of the faience decoration
provided additional information about the
tankard. By the 18th Century the German
faience factories had mostly achieved a
brilliant, shiny white tin glaze, closely resembling porcelain, as intended. This
piece has a crude, somewhat creamy, tin
glaze, typical of the Austrian factories. An
overall dark crazing of the tin glaze is also
a feature of most Austrian faience.
The coloring of this stein offers a striking
characteristic of a certain faience factory.
The blue, orange and purple colors are
similar to those of many southern German and Austrian faiences, but there is a
green used on this tankard that is unique.
It is not so much the shade of green but
the manner in which it diffuses into the
white, an exclusive trait of the Austrian
factory at Gmunden.
There are many topical questions about
this "Cherry Tree Tankard" that ought to
be researched. In addition, all available
information should be extracted from the
partially obscured pewter touchmarks.
All I can add to the knowledge about this
piece, from my close inspection, is that it
was made in the late 18th or early 19th
Century in the factory at G m u n d e n ,
Austria.
[}

The description and pictures in PROSIT
were of limited usefulness in discerning
the age of the tankard. The 1776 date on
the lid provides no indisputable evidence
about the stein's age; on the other hand

Military Monkey Steins
by Sam Brainard

Two little monkeys, side by side—
Both can be their owner's pride
One is old and one is new—
The new one's tan, the other's blue.
The old one's fond of pewter collars
And is worth three hundred dollars.
The new one stands a little higher
Takes sixty bucks to acquire.
Girmscheid made the latest beast,
A great copy to say the least
Of J. W. Remy's original mold,
Something new from something old.
To tell one monkey from its brother
Have the rear ends face each other:
If the handle is a tail
That's the old one without fail.
Eight thirty-seven on the base
Means Western Germany was the place
That this monkey stein was sold.
Seven sixty-nine means the ape is old.
If you see a monkey anytime
Just recall this simple rhyme.
Only pay the money due
For what is old and what is new.

