When History Was Made
by Two Barrels of Beer
by George Schamberger

The first German railroad was put into
service 150 years ago, this month: December 7,1835. The first run was between
the cities of Nürnberg and neighboring
Fürth, a distance of 6 km, or about 4 miles.
The trip took 15 to 18 minutes. It certainly
must have been an exciting day, that December 7, 1835: There were many discussions, arguments and forebodings of doom,
but there were also great expectations.
People from all over Germany came to
watch the great event, the first German
steam train, called "The Adler" ("The Eagle"), "puffing from Nürnberg to Fürth."
A young man by the name of George Lederer, son of a Nürnberg brewer's family
(Lederer-Brau), had an idea: Why not use
the new railroad to transport barrels of beer?
He spoke to railroad officials, and they soon
realized the economic and financial poten-

The legendary "Adler" locomotive taking its first freight load, two barrels of beer, from Nürnberg to
Fürth in 1835

tial of such a venture—and permission was
granted to transport two barrels of Lederer-Brau to a restaurant-customer in Fürth.
History was made for a tariff of 6 Kreuzer.
(The Kreuzer was legal tender in Germany
until 1871. A factory worker around 1835
took home 20-25 Kreuzer a day. A 2-pound
loaf of bread cost 6 Kreuzer. Round-trip
train fare, after December 7, 1835, was 12
Kreuzer for first class, 9 Kreuzer for second class, and 6 Kreuzer for third class.
And how much did a Mass (Liter) of beer
cost at the local beer garden? Probably 3
to 5 Kreuzer.)

Adler," the first German train. One brewery
even brewed a new beer and named it
"Steam beer." A beer stein with that beer's
logo was called a "steam-stein" ("DampfKrug"), as a salute to the steam locomotive.

That transportation venture started by
George Lederer and the railroad officials
150 years ago turned into a giant business: The German Bundesbahn today
transports one-third of all goods shipped
in Germany, 306 million tons in 1984!

A not-so-old beer stein c o m m e m o r a t i n g
Germany's first commercial railroad journey, the
"Adler's" run in 1835

The merchants naturally took advantage of
this well-publicized event by producing
souvenir beer steins, plates, cards, vases
and other similar items—all picturing "Der

An old glass stein with the Lederer Brewery crest,
a crocodile wound around a wooden tankard.
The brewery is no longer in business

Once more we have to announce the
death of an old-time SCI member:
Alonzo "AI" E d m o n d s , of Pasadena,
California, died on September 6, 1985,
after a year of ill health. AI and wife
Marion are charter members of our Erste
Gruppe chapter and they attended many
SCI conventions; AI will be remembered as the Chairman of the highly
successful Los Angeles SCI Convention in 1976.
Marion has requested that in lieu of
cards, donations be sent to Mended
Hearts Association, P.O. Box 70643,
East Pasadena Station, CA 91107.
Our sincere condolences go to Marion—we shall all miss AI, with his fine
humor, his conviviality and his wonderful friendship.

Lone Star chapter member Richard
"Dick" A. Miller, Sr., died after a twoyear bout with cancer on August 3,1985,
at the age of 73. All SCI members will
remember Dick's warm smile, his
friendliness and his love of our organization.
Dick had a long and distinguished career: He was an airforce colonel, a professor of mathematics and a nuclear
engineer. He will be missed by many.
Our heartfelt sympathy is extended to
Rose Miller, to their children Richard and
Bette, and their grandchildren: We shall
keep Dick with us in our memory.

And yet another member: Chicagoan
George T. Dermody died on October
7, 1985, after a protracted illness. We
send our condolences to Wanda Dermody, who, unfortunately, is also quite
ill.
George was one of the founding fathers
and charter members of the Illinois
"Meister Steiner" chapter, and he will
be remembered as being the originator
of the "Master Steinologist" award: In
1973 George presented a beautifully illustrated certificate of honor to Herb
Jeddy, our first ever "Master Steinologist".
Our heart is heavy with sadness at the
passing of all of these wonderful SCI
members, and our sympathy goes to
the Dermody family.

Maria Sahm
1904-1985

Günter Sahm
1926-1985
Our very good friend Werner Sahm of
Höhr-Grenzhausen, West Germany, was
bereaved by the death of both his
mother, Mrs. Maria Sahm (nee Schmidt)
and his brother, Mr. Günter S a h m , in
August of this year.
Werner's mother, Maria Sahm, would
have celebrated her 81st birthday in
September, in Neuwied. She was the
widow of Eugene Sahm (d. 1952), the
founder of the firm Rastal. She died on
August 14, just a very few days after the
death of her son, Günter.
Günter Sahm, co-owner (with Werner)
of Rastal, died on August 1 1 , at the age
of 59 years. Günter will be remembered
by SCI members who attended the
Convention in Germany in 1978, since
he officially welcomed us to Höhr-Grenzhausen. Others who individually visited
Rastal and the Sahm's will recall Günter's charm and friendliness, since he
always made it a point to meet the
American visitors and make them feel
at home.
At Rastal and in Höhr-Grenzhausen,
Günter Sahm will be fondly remembered for his acknowledged ability to
administer the large firm together with
his brother, for his introduction of modern management techniques, for his
participation in community and church
affairs, and for his interest in cultural
activities.
All of SCI sends its sympathy and condolences to Werner and Rosemarie
Sahm, to Rosemarie Sahm (Günter's
widow), to the grandchildren and greatgrandchildren, and to the other family members: Wir trauern mit Euch
und schicken
Euch unser herzliches
Beileid.

We are also deeply grieved by the
deaths of two fine young men—the son
of George and Fran Misch, and the son
of Norbert and Pauline Duch, of New
Jersey. It is impossible to express in
words the sadness one feels at a time
like this, but in our own way we share
the bereaved parents' loss: God has
taken back what he but loaned to us for
a brief time here on earth.

and the finial is a cannon with two men.
The thumblift is a mounted cavalry man.
Besides the reserve duty information (as
given above), the porcelain stein body features illustrations of the artillery unit at maneuvers and cannons being drawn by teams
of horses.
The verse on the pewter lid reads, "Das
allerstärkste Kriegesheer kann ohne uns
nichts machen" (i.e., "The mightiest army
cannot do anything without us); note the
play o n words, " . . . kann ohne . . . " =
"Kanone" = "cannon." The verse on the
stein's body is, "Das allergrösste Kriegesheer kann ohne uns nichts machen, die
Siegesgöttin lacht nicht eher als bis Kanonen krachen" (i.e., "The largest army
cannot do anyhting without us, the goddess of victory will not laugh until our cannons roar"). Again the word sequence,
" . . . kann ohne

Kanonier Kaufmann:
A Family Heirloom
by Ernest J. Kaufman

Although I am not a member of Stein Collectors International, I understand that I am
a member of a very select group: I own my
father's regimental stein!

At the upper edge of the stein are the words,
"Kanonendonner ist unser Gruss!" (i.e.,
"Cannon thunder is our greeting!"). At
the base of the stein is my father's name,
"Kanonier Kaufmann."
The roster on the back lists the names of
52 men.

Kanonier Robert Kaufmann, December 1915,
proudly wearing his Iron Cross

My father, Kanonier (artillery man) Robert
Kaufmann, served with the Reserve 3rd
Battery Grossh. Artillery Corps, 1st Grossh.
Hessian Field Artillery, Rgt. no. 25, at
Darmstadt from 1908 to 1910. (I believe
that the abbreviation "Grossh." stands for
"Grosshessiche," i.e., "Grand Hessian".)

Kanonier Kaufmann: A Prosit to his
memory!

He also served in World War I. He was
wounded at Chateau-Thierry in 1916, and
received the Iron Cross, Third Class. He
spent the remaining war years, 1917-1918,
as a butcher at a field hospital in Metz (Moselle Province). My dad saw most of his
military action at Sedan, Verdun and Chateau-Thierry.

Squadron photograph, dated 1910: A grouping
of Robert Kaufmann's reserve comrades,
celebrating the end of their tour of duty (19081910). Note the large liqueur bottle, the filled
beer mugs, the regimental pipes . . . and one
lone wine drinker. The photo was obviously taken
in a studio, and the various artifacts are studio
props

Like most reservists, my father purchased
a souvenir regimental stein when he left
Darmstadt. That stein is pictured in the accompanying photographs. The pewter lid
is in the shape of a fused artillery shell,

Like most porcelain reservists' steins, this
stein also has a lithophane in its base: It
shows a young man in uniform and a girl
sitting at a river bank, his arm around her
waist.
The overall height of the stein is 31 cm.
(The lid is 13.5 cm, while the body of the
stein is 17.5 cm.) The diameter of the stein,
at the base, is 11 cm.

Kanonier Kaufmann's regimental stein

My father brought this stein along when he
came to the United States in 1934. Now
the stein is a true family heirloom, and we
treasure it—because it reminds me of my
father, and how proud he had been to serve
in the Kaiser's army (although he was illrewarded for that service when the 1930's
came around).
Q

Soldat Kaufmann, January 1918

Rare and Unusual
Regimentals
By R. Ron Heiligenstein
Photos by Jack Pandl
This is the third in a series of articles on rare
and unusual Regimental steins:

drinking their beer out of glass steins. The
thumblift is an imperial eagle whose wings
and head are positioned in an oblique
manner. It is not unusual to find early regimental steins made from stein bodies typical of the period. In this example, without
the scene and description on the porcelain
lid insert, this would simply be another very
pretty late 19th century glass stein. But,
because of the detail on the lid insert, it is
an unusual regimental glass stein.

hand painted, on the front. The unit description is in heavy enamel and surrounds
a wreath of oak leaves which completely
circles the front of the stein. The rim of the
stein has a quarter inch gold-leaf band.

Part III: Regimental G l a s s Steins
Regimental steins, what are they made of?
One doesn't need to possess a great
knowledge of regimentals to have an answer: mostly porcelain, but some are pottery and a few are made of stoneware.
That's a reasonably accurate answer but
not totally correct, since on occasion glass
and pewter regimental steins do appear,
but they are few and far between. Strictly
as a guess, this writer suggests that maybe
only one out of every 300-400 regimental
steins I've seen in various collections,
shows and auctions in the U.S. and Europe over the last fifteen years was made
of pewter or glass. Part III of Rare and
Unusual Regimental Steins will focus on
Regimental G l a s s Steins, which are indeed unusual.
The bell-shaped lid has an hussar with lance
on a leaping horse finial. The thumblift is
an imperial eagle. A double roster of 24
hussars is etched in the glass on each side
of the handle.
Reservist Stefan Spitzer, from 1909 to 1911,
served with the 13th Infantry Regiment
"Franz Joseph I Emperor of Austria, Apostolic King of Hungary" at Ingolstadt. His
pressed glass stein features a frontal scene
of an officer and reservist shaking hands
over a large Bavarian crest. This farewell
scene is uncommon. There is considerable enamel work around the rings and all
uniforms and scenes have been meticulously hand-painted over the transfers.

Reservist Heinrich Stahlmann's blown glass
stein was one of the very early regimental
steins, as it was purchased in 1889 while
Stahlmann was serving with the 17th
Braunschweig (Totenkopf) Hussar Regiment garrisoned at Braunschweig. This
beautiful glass stein has thumbprints cut
around the base and wheel-etched groupings of barley and hops on the front and
sides.
A porcelain insert in the pewter lid has a
scene of two hussars sitting at a table

The tall lid has a standing soldier and lion
finial and the thumblift is a Bavarian rampant lion and shield. Stefan Spitzer's name
appears on the front lip of the pewter lid
and again on the glass base. It is unusual
to find an owner's name twice on the front
of his stein. There is a large double roster
at the handle.
Trompeter (cavalry bugler) Burmann purchased his pressed glass pedestal regimental stein while serving with the 5th
squadron of the Hussar Regiment "Czar
Nikolaus II of Russia" (1st Westphalian)
No. 8 at Paderborn, during the years 1904
through 1907. This stein has a very large
scene of a leaping horse and rider, entirely

The original owners of these regimental
glass steins were not members of small or
obscure military units, but for some reason
they did purchase steins that were definitely exceptions to the norm, the norm
being porcelain, pottery or stoneware. Why
did these reservists specify glass when they
placed their orders for their military service
souvenirs? Were glass steins less expensive? Were they more expensive? Perhaps the answer is that the reservists just
wanted to keep a close eye on how much
brew they got for their five Pfennig. Admittedly, this writer doesn't have the answer—so if anyone else does, let's hear
from you. We'd like to publish your thoughts
in Prosit.
(For Part I, see Prosit # 8 0 , June 1985, page
1330, and for Part II, see Prosit #81, September
1985, page 1363.)
r\

then and there: They managed to amass
their own "war booty."

German War Booty
by Paul J. Rohe

This year is the 40th anniversary of the
end of World War II—the war which ravaged Europe and much of the rest of the
world. All the major world powers were involved in that great conflict and millions of
soldiers, sailors, marines and aviators took
part. Loss of life was enormous—a sad
commentary on the way which "civilized"
nations use to settle their differences.
The actual combatants fought valiantly.
Some won their battles, some lost. Many
were wounded, many died. Many were unable to accept the "honor and glory" which
their grateful "fatherland" bestowed upon
them—posthumously.
But thousands of others were indeed honored for their courage and valiant efforts in
behalf of their country. Millions of medals
were pinned on millions of proud chests.
All types of military trappings were awarded
by grateful nations to those who manned
the guns. And, of course, all these awards
have now, 40 years later, become desirable souvenirs. Some, American Gl's foremost, took care of their own souvenirs, right

Collecting War Booty was not confined to military items.
Here two Gl's are selecting their own beer steins. Frankfurt,
Germany. 9-29-45.

(Reprinted with the permission of Thomas M.
Johnson)
(The cut at the head of this article is reprinted
with the permission of the author of "World War
II German War Booty," LTC Thomas M. Johnson)

The accompanying photos show American
soldiers with some of this booty. We are
indebted to LTC Thomas M. Johnson, from
whose excellent books, "World War II German War Booty—Parts I and II" (1982 and
1984), these photos are taken, with his
permission. The photographs of the German Air War Goblet of Honor are taken,
with the author's permission, from Klaus
D. Patzwall's "Archiv für Ordenskunde"
(1983).
As can be seen, drinking vessels have always been desirable souvenirs!

[Notes of interest: LTC Thomas M. Johnson
publishes a number of books dealing with weapons and accoutrements of Germany's Third
Reich. A catalogue can be obtained by writing
to: Johnson Reference Books, P.O. Box 7152,
Alexandria, VA 22307.
Klaus Patzwall also publishes history books and
pamphlets dealing with the German armed forces
of WW-II. Information can be obtained by writing
to: "Militaria," K.D. Patzwall, Tangstedter Weg
52, D-2000 Norderstedt, West Germany. Of
course, all of Mr. Patzwall's publications are in
German.]

(more on next page)

