A Capital Convention - in the Nation's Capital!
The 21st annual Convention of Stein Collectors International, hosted by Gambrinus Stein Club, gets underway at the
Crystal Gateway Marriott hotel in Arlington, VA, on July 22. With Steve Elliott
leading the way as the first Convention
registrant, SCI members from all chapters are preparing to meet in Washington
for a most memorable get-together.

The Event:
S C I ' s 21st Annual Convention
The Place:
Washington, D.C.
The Hotel:
Crystal Gateway Marriott
Arlington, VA
The Dates:
July 22-26,1987

With the Washington Monument and the
United States Capitol as backdrops, the
two dwarfs shown above signal their welcome to the Convention. It is no coincidence that they are each holding an
overflowing stein, and each of them
seems quite content. (Rumors about
which Gambrinian has the proper physique to pose for these figures have not
been confirmed.) This illustration is the
design for the 1987 SCI Convention
stein, developed in the mood and style of
a Heinrich Schlitt illustration by Bill Groff.
The stein, produced by Bavaria Ltd. on a
Gerz body, is a half-liter body, with flat
pewter lid and transfer design, similar to
a Mettlach 1526 PUG stein. The stein is
included in each registration (one stein
per couple or single), but additional
steins will be available for sale.

Steins . . . Steins . . . Steins
It's not too late-send in your registration
now (forms were included in the March
issue of Prosit). For additional information call Convention co-Chairman Walt
Vogdes at (301) 977-9023.

A major attraction at every SCI Convention is the opportunity for the attendees to
buy, sell, trade, handle, or just drool over
the many steins which are on display or

for sale. This year's Convention will offer
an abundance of such opportunities, beginning with the Kirsner/Fox Stein Auction on Early Bird Evening (July 22). In
response to requests from the membership, we will delay opening the Stein
Room for sales until the first day of the
Convention proper (Thursday, July 23).
In this way everyone will have the same
opportunity to "blitz" the tables searching
for special pieces and bargains as soon
as the doors open. On Friday the third
opportunity will be presented, as we hold
a Members' Auction. All steins in this
auction will be submitted by SCI members, and if past history is any indication,
this will be a lively auction and a fine opportunity to either sell a few steins, or to
add to your collection. On Saturday the
Stein Sale will be open again, giving one
last chance to scour the tables and make
sure you don't go home with regrets and
empty space in your luggage.

(continued on page 1615)

Credentials Committee
Chapter chairmen are reminded that
rechartering has to be done annually —
or your chapter will not be entitled to a
vote at the Annual Board Meeting in July.
To be chartered, an SCI chapter must
have at least 35 individual members (a
couple is counted as two members),
must have elected officers and must
have a mailing address (to be published
from time to time in Prosit).
To be sure of being chartered (for the
first time) or re-chartered, please send
your membership list, plus listing of your
1987
officers,
to
our
Credentials
chairman, David Cantwell, prior to July 1,
1987.
In
addition,
every year we
elect
"directors-at-large", individual members
who are not a member of, or do not
represent, an existing chapter. Such
"directors-at-large" represent SCI members in geographic areas not served by a
chartered chapter. Please send your
nominations for "director-at-large" (you
may
nominate
yourself)
to
David
Cantwell. Remember, you may nominate
anyone, as long as that person is either
not a member of any established chapter,
or intends only to represent SCI members in another area, near where the
nominee lives.
Send
credentials
information,
"director-at-large" nominations to:

or

Mr. David A. Cantwell
4100 Westheimer Road
Suite 207
Houston, TX 77027

Extra Mailings
A few members have inquired how we
can go about having special catalogs,
such as the recent "The Beer Stein Collector's Catalog, 1987" by the House of
Tyrol, mailed to them.
Because SCI forbids the sale of its mailing list for security reasons, we use the
services of a "third-party" mailing company. We send the mailer one set of our
pre-printed mailing labels, and the

catalog owner ships the correct number
of catalogs to the same p l a c e . — T h e
labels are affixed to the mailing pieces,
and out they go.
No residual list of
names remains, and no copies of the
labels have been made. Once they are
mailed, they are gone. The distributor, in
this case the House of Tyrol, never sees
the labels nor knows to whom the catalogs were sent — except that they were
all SCI members.
And of course SCI gets paid for this service (which, as provided by the Board of
Trustees, is available only to sellers of
new steins and similar merchandise, not
to sellers of old or antique steins).
Thus all members may be assured that
their confidentiality was not compromised
— and we hope that everyone enjoys
seeing these occasional special mailings.
(When the new Membership Directory is
published later this summer, it will contain only the names of those members
who have specifically agreed to have
themselves listed; we will ask that the
Directory not be used for commercial purposes, but we have no way of monitoring
that request. Hence we may occasionally receive unwanted mailings. When that
occurs, please let us know and we will
contact the mailer, but we have no legal
recourse to stop him.)
Jack G. Lowenstein
Managing Editor

(continued from front page)

Members' Auction
Steins will be accepted for the Members'
Auction beginning on Early Bird day and
up to 4 PM on Thursday. The owner of
each stein will be required to provide a
brief description of the piece and a statement of condition. We intend to have local collectors inspect each piece, and
their description will be used as each
piece is put up for auction. (Sorry, we will
not be able to guarantee condition or
age.) All steins will be sold with no
reserve, and a fee of $5 and 5% of the
selling price will be charged against the
seller. Details for placing steins in the
auction will be provided at Convention
registration.

The Evenings
Thursday evening we will dine at the National Press Club, enjoying drinks, fine
food and entertainment at a Washington
institution. Following dinner there will be
a spectacular after-dark tour of floodlit
Washington, including the US Capitol,
the Washington Monument and the Lincoln Memorial.

each day to relax in the Hospitality Room
and meet and greet both new friends and
old.

Touring Washington
Washington has an enormous number
and variety of attractions for tourists. Our
hotel is situated right on top of a Metro
stop (that's the local name for subway!),
which will whisk riders into the center of
Washington in 10 minutes. The Mall,
stretching from the Lincoln Memorial past
the White House to the Capitol Building,
is flanked by monuments, museums,
public Federal buildings, and galleries.
The National Zoo, Arlington Cemetery,
the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier, and
the Pentagon are also reachable by
Metro. Mount Vernon is a short ride down
the Potomac River by bus. There are so
many things to see and do that no single
itinerary will satisfy everyone, and it is impossible to see everything during the
short period of the Convention. The hotel
will arrange tours for Convention attendees and everyone is encouraged to
come early and stay late.

On Friday we will gather in the hotel for
an evening "in Germany." In addition to a
fine German banquet prepared by Marriott, and the crowning of Miss Beer
Stein, we will be entertained by a German band and dancers. Please plan to
wear your snappiest traditional German
oufit to add to the event. (Many thanks to
Claire Hill for once again making the
crown for Miss Beer Stein.)
The theme for Saturday's banquet is "A
Touch of C l a s s - An Evening in Black
and White". The black and white theme
will be emphasized in both room and
table decorations, as well as the dress of
our entertainers. We will begin the evening with a social hour/reception, and following a fine dinner will dance to a traditional "swing" band. Highlights of the evening also include honoring this year's
Master Steinologist, and a special
presentation to Jack Lowenstein as he
steps down as our Executive Director.

Hospitality
The Hospitality Room will be open every
day, beginning on Early Bird Day, from
2:00 to 4:30 PM. The order of the day will
be
Miller
High
Life,
provided
to
Convention-goers by the National Beer
Wholesalers Association of America,
Inc.
We hope everyone will find a few minutes

Last C a l l . . .
By the time you read this in Prosit there
will be less than sixty days remaining before the Convention. It's not too late - if
you haven't already reserved your spot at
the 21st Annual SCI Convention, pick up
your pen and paper now and send us a
check for your deposit. Registration fees
are $430 (Couple) and $230 (Single);
deposits should be in the amount of $100
per person. Make checks payable to
Gambrinus Stein Club and send to:

[There are frequent special events going
on in Washington, and the News Release
below highlights one which will be held
during the time of the 1987 Convention.]

National Gallery of Art
-NEWS RELEASE
On February 3rd the National Gallery of
Art in Washington, DC, announced that
Andrew Wyeth's "Helga Pictures" will be
on exhibit from May 24 to September 27,
1987, as part of the series American
Drawings and Watercolors of the 20th
Century. This is the first stop for this exhibit, which will subsequently move on to
Boston, Houston, Los Angeles, San
Francisco, and Detroit.
Wyeth's "Helga Pictures", comprised of
approximately 140 drawings and watercolors of the artist's neighbor which were
done over a period of 15 years caused a
sensation when they were first revealed
to the public in 1986. Helga is shown
standing and walking, as well as nude
and clothed, posed against architectural
elements such as doors and windows,
asleep and awake at different seasons
and times of the day.
"Such close attention by a painter to one
model over so long a period of time is a
remarkable, if not singular, circumstance
in the history of American art," writes
John Wilmerding, deputy director of the
National Gallery of Art and curator of the
exhibition. "This show marks the first time
the artist has permitted into public view a
large suite of sequential drawings related
to a single work."
The works are of such widespread interest that the full-color catalogue will be a
Main Selection of the Book-of-the-Month
Club for July, 1987.

Gambrinus Stein Club
PO Box 4096
Rockville, MD 20850
We're going to have a ball in Washington, and want all of our good SCI friends
to join us!

Which way is Washington?

Meet The Candidates
We have asked the two candidates for the position of Executive Director of SCI to state their qualifications and reasons for their interest. Below, in parallel columns, George Misch (Illinois) and Mike Wald (New York), express their views:

Mike Wald

George Misch

Dear S C I Member:

Dear Fellow Stein Collector,

I am both proud and honored to
be a candidate for the position
of Executive Director of SCI. I
feel that I have the best qualifications, the desire, the dedication, the loyalty and the time to
warrant your vote at the General
Membership meeting at the National Convention in Washington, D.C.

As a candidate for Executive
Director of SCI, I would like to
provide you with the following
information.

I have been collecting and studying steins since 1959, and
joined SCI upon its founding. I have been responsible for over
38 Prosit articles, over 240 Prosit photos, authored the popular
HR book, combined with Gene Manusov on the books "Encyclopedia of Character Steins" in 1976 and "Character Steins"
this year. I have been an Associated Editor of Prosit since
1980 and editor of my chapter newsletter since 1977. I have
been invited to speak at four conventions and countless local
chapter meetings. I have also had my articles published in six
different chapter newsletters. The above activities have earned
me the prestigious Master Steinologist award.
I have been active in local chapter activities, serving as President of the Thirsty Knights for four years, Vice-President for
two years, and Secretary-Treasurer for two years, and I have
been active in planning and staging two National Conventions.
Personally, I am 51 years young, retired, and hold a college
degree. I live near Jack Lowenstein, Editor of Prosit, and have
worked closely with him on countless projects. I also have a
good working relationship with most of the other SCI chapters.
I am actively involved with the stein museum, slide library, and
am the chapter liaison for SCI membership and recruitment.
With your support, I will serve all members proudly and, together, raise SCI to new heights. A vote for Mike Wald is a vote for
progress.

I welcome the opportunity to
serve and, in so doing, give my
talents to continue the growth
and improvement of our organization. Being a long-standing
supporter of SCI, I can and will
work with all concerned so as to provide in the future the excellence of performance you have enjoyed in the past.
Needless to say, the importance of this position requires organizational and people skills for efficient and timely discharge of
the duties involved. I have these skills which were developed in
a business career of 36 years with a major corporation. I
served in management positions throughout this time and
learned the importance of making the right decision at the right
time. If elected, I assure you I will make the right decisions.
My responsibilities as a business manager included regional
sales/service management, sales/service training, broad national customer contact, communications and other people
oriented functions.
Above all, I am a knowledgeable active stein collector, available to devote as much time and energy as is required to carry
out the duties of this position.
I have the willingness and the capability. Please give me an
opportunity.
Sincerely,
George Misch

Mike Wald

Just prior to publication we received the news that Mike Wald had withdrawn his candidacy for the position of Executive Director for personal reasons. It was too late to " p u l l " the above letters from this issue (resulting in a blank page), but we still welcome the opportunity to
have Messrs. Wald and Misch tell the SCI membership something about themselves: After all, we have here two very popular,
knowledgeable and important persons. We wish Mike much luck in all his future endeavors, and similarly wish George the same — since he
is now the only remaining "formal" candidate.

A Perfect
Drinking Vessel?
By John A. Ey, Jr.
Photos by Tom Clark
In Stein Collectors International we have
members who collect almost any drinking
vessel that happens to strike their fancy,
and which they can afford. There are
others who collect two, or three types,
while some collect only a single type
such as Mettlachs or regimentals. There
exists another group made up of collectors who, in addition to collecting traditional steins, tankards and everyday vessels, also collect rare and unusual pieces
such as windmill cups, puzzle jugs, stirrup cups, drinking horns, wager cups,
Chimu whistle bottles, and glass pieces
with coins sealed in the base. Yet another group seeks out what are known as
wedding cups. These cups, also called
marriage cups, Hochzeitbecher, Jungfrauenbecher and Brautbecher, have a
long and eventful history, beginning with
the first known wedding cup made in
1540 by the master goldsmith Hans
Kellner of Nürnberg. His cup was made
of silver and gold, as were most of the
cups made by goldsmiths in later years,
including
Hieronymus
Imhoff
of
Augsburg who created a special cup for
his own wedding in 1620.
There were cups made of pewter, ivory,
wood, porcelain and some lesser metals,
but one individual, Fritz Heckert of
Petersdorf, Germany in Bohemia (a part
of Poland since World War II), during the

Fig. 1. Rarity, beauty and form characterize
this baroque wedding cup by the master
goldsmith Johann Andreas Thelot of Augsburg

Historismus period copied the design of
Imhoff of Augsburg and several other
early cup makers. Instead of gold and silver, he made cups of fine crystal in
bronze mounts and decorated them
beautifully with enamel. So much for
background.
Great drinking vessels, like great lovers,
come in an alluring range of types, styles
and sizes. Some apparently attract by
their beauty and form alone; others appeal in various ways. Some may be perceived as unattractive, but have an appeal that is not easily evaluated, let alone
discerned. Yet, there is something within,
whatever it is, that begs to be appreciated.
Now, a perfect drinking vessel? Well, at
least, one that attracts by its uniqueness,
its beauty, and its form if for no other reasons. Hidden within are specifics that attest to its uniqueness and rarity, and to
its premier place in the realm of wedding
cups of any century. Reference the wedding cup in the photographs accompanying this article.
The artistic excellence of the cup may be
best appreciated by close examination in
hand and through a glass magnifying the
intrinsic detail of its distinct parts. Comparing this cup with other silver and gold
cups to which we are privy would be
futile; no contest. (Fig. 1)
The cup is slightly more than 10-1/2 inches tall (27 cm), the lower (skirt) cup is
3-1/4 inches in diameter (8-1/4 cm), and
the upper cup is 1-3/4 inches in diameter

Fig. 2. By raising the tendril and left arm,
which swivels at the shoulder, the upper cup
tilts backward to a point where it may be inverted (see Fig. 3.)

(4-1/2 cm). The insides of the upper and
lower cups are gold plated, as is the
entire center portion comprising the
bodice, arms, head, ruff, tendril and accompanying decorations and embellishments. The engraving on the skirt and
upper cup is the most delicate and exquisite imaginable. This is no Historismus
period cup or later cup made in a mold
and turned out en masse. The cup may
be disassembled into five parts: upper
cup, lower cup (skirt), head, ruff, and the
bodice with attached arms and tendril;
each part an artistic gem in its own right.
The cup is described with pardonable
pride, but its provenance assures its exalted place in an era when the goldsmiths
of Nürnberg and Augsburg reigned
supreme. The cup was created by
Johann Andreas Thelot and bears his
hallmark. He was one of the great and
prolific master goldsmiths of Augsburg.
Born in 1654, died in 1734, (an 80-year
span in itself unusual), he was elevated
to master goldsmith in 1689 upon acceptance of a masterpiece he created, which
was required for such a designation. His
creations i.e., reliefs, Deckelbecher,
Schraubenflaschen, ciboriums, Elfenbeinkannen,
Bucheinbands,
Deckelpokals and plates have prominent places
in museums, churches and collections
throughout Europe and many other countries. A remarkable number of his masterpieces are preserved to this day, and this
cup is but one. Pinpointing the exact date
of the cup is hampered somewhat by

Fig. 3. The lower (skirt) cup and upper cone
cup, fully inverted, await filling and the bride
and groom to complete the ceremony

wear on the Augsburg hallmark (Pflanzen), but falls within the period 1677 to
1685; a baroque masterpiece!
We have the exquisite form and workmanship of the cup, we have the master
goldsmith Thelot, and the Augsburg date
of 1677 to 1685. If these are not sufficient, we still have not come to the one
feature heretofore not seen, heard about,
or read about by the author. In contrast to
the wedding cups we see today, new or
old, the woman's figure has no upraised
arms holding tendrils whose ends support the swivels upon which a small upper cup revolves. Instead, her right arm is
at her side with a scarf in hand blowing in
the breeze. As for her left arm, there is
the oddity that distinguishes it from all
other cups: the arm is at her side with the
hand clutching a vine tendril that extends
upward to a point directly over her head.
To the end of the tendril is attached the
upper removable cup; its cone shape
unique in itself. By simply lifting the end
of the tendril along with the small cup, the
left arm swivels at the shoulder and the
hand is raised to a point alongside her
head. The cups may now be inverted
(see Fig. 3) and the bride and groom
await the filling of their respective cups
preparatory to drinking to their happiness.
To view and contemplate the cup - its
creator, master goldsmith Thelot, its city

Traditional wedding cup with upraised arms
and tendrils supporting swivels upon which the
upper cup revolves

of Augsburg origin, its 17th century date,
its unmatched artistry, its manner of
functioning - all combine to form an aura
that has persisted for at least the better
part of three hundred years.
If you listen carefully, you may hear our
fair golden lady whisper imploringly:
Hands off I pray you - handle not me
For I am blind and you can see;
If you love me, lend me not For fear of breaking, bend me not.

Master Steinologist John A. Ey, Jr., collector
par excellence and frequent contributor to
these pages. His oral presentations and many
articles about Wedding Cups have given SCI
members a thorough schooling in these fascinating drinking vessels.

A Norwegian
Wedding Stein
By Irv Johnsen, Ken Krause and Eleanore
Krause

Norway is not particularly noted for beer
steins, except for its very early wooden
drinking vessels. So the discovery of a
rather unusual Norwegian mug (Figure 1,
left side) prompted a search into its origin
and history. Carrying the inscription
"Brudefolge fra Sondmor" (Bridal Procession from Sondmor), the mug pictures
a wedding party dressed in traditional
Norwegian costume. The procession is
led by two fiddlers, followed by a man in
a top hat, possibly the father of the bride,
who is carrying a clay jug (refreshments
for the party?). Next in line are the bride
and groom, with the bride wearing a tall
gold crown. And following them are members of the wedding party.
The decoration is a monochrome transfer, handpainted in a variety of vivid
colors, with gold bands encircling the
mug at the top and bottom. It has a capacity of 1.0 liter, is 4 inches in diameter
and 5-1/2 inches high, and has a white
glaze inside and out. The base carries
the mark shown in Figure 2, "Egersunds
Fayancefabrik" (Egersund's Faience Factory), Egersund being a town near the
southern tip of Norway.
The antique dealer who sold the mug indicated that this was a traditional marriage mug that was used by the bride and
groom in Norwegian wedding celebrations. As with German regimental steins,

Fig. 1. Sondmor "Bridal Procession" mug and stein

