Dresden Art
. . . Or is It?
by Marianne Gruskin

The figural beer stein of Gambrinus, illustrated in the accompanying photographs, is
made of fine quality colored porcelain, and
has the following blue mark under glaze on
its base:

Our editor was kind enough to steer my
inquiry as to origin to Dr. Phil Reinheckel,
Director of the Municipal Art Collection,
Dresden. Dr. Reinheckel was not familiar
with this mark, and therefore engaged the
help of Mr. Werner Wehsener, who owns an
old porcelain and crystal firm bearing his
name in Dresden.

Dresden." That would terminate the use of
this mark ca. 1972.
I have just recently written to the Wilhelm Rittirsch Company and I hope to have more
information about this company in the
near future.
In the meantime, some advice for those
devotees of character steins who own
steins with the "Dresden Art" mark: I would
photocopy this information and place it into
the stein. Because before you know it, 70 or
80 years will have passed and you will have
a genuine antique [by today's definition, a
manufactured article is an antique if it is at
least 100 years old]; and if .you don't think
you'll be around in the middle of the next
century, at least your descendants will
know a little bit about the history of "Dresden Art."
.

Q

Mr. Wehsener "knew that the mark, 'Dresden Art — Made in Germany', was not a
Dresden mark." Mr. Wehsener found the
mark in Robert E. Rontgen's book, "Marks
on German, Bohemian, and Austrian Porcelain, 1710 to the Present" (1981).
Röntgen attributes the blue mark to the
"Wilhelm Rittirsch Porcelain Factory",
1950 to the present. The Rittirsch firm produces "gift articles, figurines in the Meissen
style, lace figurines." The company resides
in Kups, Bavaria.
In addition, Dr. Reinheckel states, "since
about 15 years ago, marks which contain
the name of Dresden may only be used for
articles which have been manufactured in

"King Gambrinus" character stein, marked "Dresden Art — Made in Germany"

Executive Director Resigns
After less than six months in office, our new
Executive Director, George Misch, resigned
from that office because of external pressures which were unreasonable for a volunteer job. For similar reasons, SCI's president
Mark Durban also resigned at the beginning
of the new year.
Filling in on a temporary basis are Pat
Manusov (California) as acting Executive
Director and V.P. Bill Mitchell (Missouri) as
president pro tern. Therefore, all SCI matters normally directed to the Executive
Director (new memberships, organizational
information, etc.) should be directed to:

Mrs. Patricia Manusov
P.O. Box 661125
Los Angeles, CA 90066
Tel.: (213) 837-9734
To fill the open position, we are actively
soliciting nominations for the job of SCI's
Executive Director. If you, or someone you

know, is interested in this very important
position, please let Pat Manusov know, so
that these names can be placed in nomination before the Board of Directors, who will
be meeting in St. Louis in July.
The only qualifications for the job are enthusiasm for SCI, some organizational inclinations and a little bit of spare time. A
great opportunity to take a leading role in
our terrific organization!
You will also have noted by now that this
issue of Prosit carries no advertising (other
than "Stein Exchange"). The reason for that,
interestingly enough, is tied in with the resignations reported on above: The omission —
and the resignations — were prompted by a
threatened lawsuit — which we were obviously eager to avoid. We hope to resume
advertising with the June issue, but if not,
then certainly with the September issue of
Prosit

News Item

Membership Directory

(Sent in by George Schamberger)

Along with dues payments, several members have asked why their names were not
included in the recently published SCI
Directory, or they have requested to be
included in the next issue. The decision
about having one's name (and/or address
and/or telephone number^published in the
Directory is a personal one, and for that
reason a general mailing was made to all
members of SCI in early 1987 asking if they
wished to be listed, and if so, what information they wanted to have in the listing. No
members were listed who did not provide
explicit response to this mailing. The Directory will be updated from time to time, and
the same method will be used to obtain approval for entering a listing. If you have
further questions about the Directory,
please write to:

"Gerald Bartlett, a major in the U.S. Army,
was given an official reprimand because he
consumed a glass of beer prior to maneuvers in West Germany. Although the consumption of the disputed beer took place
three days prior to the maneuvers, his unit,
the 4th Mechanized Infantry Division from
Fort Carson, had been informed that the
general prohibition of alcohol during maneuvers had been expanded to also include the time before the start of the
exercise."

A Cheer-Up Note
All of us wish a speedy recovery to Roy
DeSelms, our Rochester (NY) chemist cum
auctioneer, who is very nicely getting over a
multiple bypass operation. Roy suffered a
heart attack the first week of January, but
quick medical intervention prevented any
major problems. Roy expects that he will
return to normal activities by May or June. In
the meantime, our very best wishes to Roy,
and his wife Sandra, and we expect to see
both of them at the St. Louis Convention.

Pat Manusov
P.O.Box 661125
Los Angeles, CA 90066
Members are also reminded that the information within the Directory is confidential
and is solely for the use of members of Stein
Collectors International. It is not to be used
for any commercial, promotional, or other
solicitation purposes.

A Silver Coin Beaker
Saxony/Poland

by Stephen L. Smith, M.S.
I found the pictured silver beaker here in
Virginia a few years ago. It was sitting on an
antique dealer's desk, holding pencils and
miscellaneous dreck. The beaker is seven
inches tall and has 20 well-used coins, all
dated 1759 and 1760, embedded in the
body. It also carries a larger coin, dated
1755, in its base.
I didn't buy it right away. I first bought a coin
book to determine if, in fact, the coins were
authentic. They were! In fact, the ones that
had patches of copper showing through are
called "Billion". Still, I had a hard time convincing myself that I should purchase this
beaker as it has no maker's mark, hallmark
or silver content mark anywhere on it.
Finally, I shelled out 50% of what the dealer
had originally quoted me (obviously, he
wasn't certain of it either) and gave it a
new home.
With the help of fellow SCI stein researcher
and Gambrinian, Chuck McKittrick, we took
a photograph of the purchase that had
been described at a chapter meeting by
John Ey as "a most unusual, straight-sided
coin beaker." We then dispatched a letter,
with these photos, to the curator of the
National Museum in Warsaw, Poland, asking a host of questions.
Several months later, I received a reply
which is reproduced here verbatim:
"I am sorry to answer your letter with delay.
The beaker of which photographs you
enclosed to your letter date back, most

probably, to the last quarter of the 18th century. We do not have the beaker measurements, but we think it is a beer tankard. The
sort and age of coins embedded in the bottom and the side is not so much important,
because for decoration of such a vessel
coins available at home / of artist or ordering person /were used. Danzig / Gdansk /
coins circulated all over the country, as
Gdansk was / and is / a Polish town."
"It may well be that the beaker was made in
Saxony, but we think it is a work of Polish
artist. This opinion is based on the fact that
the beaker has no manufacturer's mark,
what happened very often in Poland,
according to regulations saying that a
goldsmith is not obliged to sign his work
when it is made out of silver given by person
who order a vessel." (My emphasis)
The letter was signed by Dr. Andrzej Rottermund, Deputy Director of the National
Museum in Warsaw.
I was extremely pleased that they had
verified my find and what made it even nicer
was that this appears to be a custom-made
coin beaker that obviously meant a lotto the
original owner.
I have speculated with friends as to what
those well-used coins meant to the owner.
Were they the ones in his pocket the day his
first child was born? Were they coins he had
saved while being in the King's service? Or,
were they no more than the winnings of a
bar bet? We'll never know for certain, but I
don't believe this proud, historic drinking
vessel will ever be relegated to holding pencils again.

"Little Red Riding Hood and the Big Bad Wolf" on
a 3 - V 4 " stein. Marked "1100" on base

Children's Steins — a
Grimm Delight
(The Brothers Grimm, that is)
by Kurt Sommerich
photos by Wendy A. Bosworth
In the wonderful world of miniatures and
semi-miniatures there are little steins and little mugs for little people. These small steins
average 3 to 5 inches in height, and show
fairy tale scenes, biblical motifs and Hummelesque depictions. They are known as
children's steins.
Make no mistake about it: Most German
children did indeed drink beer from these
delightful vessels*vith the knowledge and
consent of their parents.
Just as beer and pretzels go together, so do
German, fairy tales and the Grimm
Brothers. Jakob Grimm (1785-1863) and
Wilhelm Grimm (1786-1859) were two highpowered German scholars. They studied

Coin embedded in base of silver beaker

Silver coin beaker, with 20 Polish coins embedded in the body, plus one more in the base (late
18th century)

"Little Red Riding Hood" visits grandmother

Besides assembling the fairy tale collection,
they did comparative studies of folk literature from many nations, thus originating the
"science" of folklore. They also produced
works of literature and their philological
studies generated a book on German grammar (Jakob), and both worked on a German
dictionary. Thus they traced the historical
development of the Germanic languages.
However, due to the enormity of the task
they could not finish the dictionary.

Saltglazed "Cinderella" stein, 5-V2", marked
"PT"

The Brothers Grimm worked as librarians for
the Elector of Hessen-Kassel, but in 1829
they accepted professorships at nearby
Goettingen University. While they were
there, Ernest Augustus, Duke of Cumberland, became King of Hanover. [Yes, via
Coburg the Hanover family is today known
as the House of Windsor.] As a penalty for
their liberal views, this king ordered the
brothers to leave Goettingen. In 1840 they
accepted an invitation from the romantically
— if not liberally — inclined King of Prussia,
Frederick William IV, to enter his service and
settle in Berlin.

law, but both turned to literary research
(philology) as young men. They did not write
their famous fairy tales, but instead issued a
public appeal for the collection of folk literature. Most of the contributors were aristocratic ladies; presumably they had heard
these tales from their nursemaids and
parents, and being educated, were able to
write them down. In 1811, which was the
peak period of Napoleonic Europe, the
brothers published their collection of fairy
tales under the title of "Kinder-undHausmaerchen" ("Fairy Tales for Children
and the Family").

"Hansel and Gretel" on a 4", unmarked mug. This
illustration shows the witch feeding the imprisoned children; the other views on the stein
show Hansel and Gretel nibbeling at the gingerbread house, and the witch peeking out at
them

White and the Seven Dwarfs,
Sleeping Beauty.

Cinderella,

It lies outside the scope of this essay to describe the plots of these tales. Most of us are
probably familiar with the stories, thanks to
the Grimm Brothers, Walt Disney, or the
composer of the opera "Hansel and Gretel",
Engelbert Humperdinck. Many of the tales
are populated by monsters, evil stepmothers, nasty stepsisters and wicked
witches planning or committing murder,
cannibalism, exposure of little children in
wild forests to shift for themselves, or perpetuating the ecologically unsound myth of
the big bad wolf.
#

A "Sleeping Beauty" mug, 4" tall; here the princess is using the spinning wheel which will seal
her fate for the next 100 years. Marked "4002"
and "Made in Germany"

However, such villains are not limited to the
Germanic culture alone. Much of what we
see on television today is surely not any

Back to the fairy tales. The preface to their
book says in part:
"We seek purity in the truth of a
straightforward narration which harbors
no injustice. We have therefore carefully
erased
every
expression
considered
unsuitable for children."
And Wilhelm Grimm wrote on one occasion:
"Fairy tales reveal the peculiar and
characteristic view of poetic creation
and sentiments of a people."
Another view of the "Cinderella" stein, showing
the German name of the fairy tale, "Aschenbroedel" or "Cinder Maid", i.e., "Cinderella"

Suffice it to enumerate the titles of some of
the better known classic fairy tales: Hansel
and Gretel, Little Red Riding Hood, Snow-

St. Nikolaus (Santa Claus) mug, 4-Vfe", no marks

Darth Vader "tankard", a "Star Wars" spin-off
(see text)

Mini-mug, 4- /2" tall, showing a woman on a donkey with a man walking alongside (Mary &
Joseph?)
1

more uplifting than some of the plots of the
old folk and fairy tales. Still, in both instances
justice does triumph in the end.
A great number of these charming
children's mugs and steins show nonviolent biblical scenes and pictures in the
Hummel genre of little boys and girls at play
or engaged in normal activities of daily life.
The photographs accompanying this article will serve to illustrate some of the more
typical children's steins.

0

Another "Sleeping Beauty" stein, 5", saltglazed,
marked "Germany"; the three scenes show the
famous spinning wheel scene, the prince looking
for his "sleeping beauty", and the prince getting
ready to kiss — and awaken — our heroine

400 Years of Stein
Making
[Abstract of lecture to be given by Ron Fox
at the St. Louis Convention in July.]

8" stein, marked "5" on base, with a Hummel-like
illustration of two children sharing an umbrella

Stein production has come a long
way in the past 400 plus years. Our
journey through time will touch upon
the many factors that helped shape
and change this industry. We'll start
with and follow the strength of the
stoneware years and why it yielded to
the faience industry. We'll examine
the reasons involved in the eventual
decline of the faience industry and
what brought about the 50-year void
in stein production. Then into its
resurgence, which brought about the
heyday that represents the majority
of the steins we happily collect today.
We'll examine the effects of two World
Wars, bringing us to today's modern
steins. Throughout we will discuss
how and why the technology was
developed and changed. No matter
what your stein interests are, this talk
should prove of interest to everyone.

by Paul Rohe

"Star Wars" has come into the beer stein
universe! In the distant past of our planet
Earth — actually it was 1977 — I purchased
the Darth Vader mug shown here for
$11.49.
The macho mug (probably not the thing for
your Ovaltine) is a hefty 7" tall, all black, and
was manufactured by California Originals of
Torrance, California. There are two other
mugs in this "Star Wars Tankards" series,
Obi-Wan Kenobi and C h e w b a c c a ; these
latter two are decorated in earthy colors,
with a blue glaze interior. The inscription on
the base of Darth is: "Star Wars — 1977 —
20th Century Fox Film Corporation — 23 —
Rumph — Califorrfla Originals".
With one of these, you can sit in front of your
TV, watch your "Star Wars" tape, sip

Advertisement for the "Star Wars Tankards"

