Let's All Meet In ST. LOUIS
for SCI's 22nd Convention
July 13 through 17
Steins, plaques, pokals, beakers, drinking
horns, wedding cups, and other unusual
drinking vessels — the interest in and the
love for these items have brought us all
together. What Tom McClelland started 23
years ago has grown to 1650 collectors
worldwide, with 22 chapters located throughout the United States and Europe.
It is that time of year again when a large
group of stein collectors will be gathering for
the 22nd Annual Stein Collectors International Convention in Saint Louis, Missouri, at the Omni International Hotel for 4
fun-filled days of buying, selling, trading,
learning and sharing.
We have heard Jack Lowenstein say many
times that even if there were no steins, he
would still want to have conventions just to
be with friends. We know many of our members feel the same way.
The Omni International Hotel is more than a
hotel, it's an event. Behind the imposing
facade of this national historic landmark is
the most exciting meeting concept in years.
A shopping, dining, entertainment and conference center, gift-wrapped in one of the
country's most intriguing sightseeing attractions, St. Louis' Union Station. It's virtually a destination in itself. Constructed in 1894,
Union Station is one of the most impressive
examples of a breed of buildings which
includes New York's Grand Central Station
and Union Station in Washington D.C.: valuable and revered achievements in architecture. It's a magnet for local and out-of-town
visitors and a focal point for the city's
nightlife. Located at 1820 Market Street,
Center City, it is on the main thoroughfare
running ten blocks through the heart of the
business district, all the way to the river front

and magnificient Gateway Arch, the symbol
of St. Louis renaissance. Within walking distance of Union Station are Busch Stadium
and The Towers of St. Louis Centre, a unique
office/shopping and entertainment complex, and the nearby nightspots of Laclede's
Landing are a mecca after dark.
The three women in the Tiffany stained
glass window on the cover of Prosit represent three great cities of America: New York
on the right, San Francisco on the left and in
the center, Saint Louis, the cross roads of
America.
As a meeting destination, St. Louis is
admirably sited at the hub of Amtrak rail service from most every part of the nation.
Twenty minutes from St. Louis Union Station,
Lambert Municipal Airport is a maximum of

four hours flying time from every major metropolitan area in the continental U.S. and
just a mile from St. Louis Union Station (interstate highways 44, 64, and 70 converge
and intersect with Route 40) — see map.
We're easy to reach from everywhere, so
don't hesitate one more day to send in
those reservation forms. "No Can Find",
contact Ike S c h e n k , 4 1 3 0 Haven Street,
St. Louis MO 63116 or call 314-8328449.
The last convention in St. Louis was in 1970
and was very well attended. Join us once
more. A detailed program will be furnished
to all attendees upon arrival so you may
know what is happening where and when.
(cont'd, on p. 1739)

Membership Committee
Report

Convention Souvenirs

We are pleased to report that our advertising campaign in antique newspapers and
magazines has had 138 inquiry letters.
These requests for more information have
been from 35 states.
Each inquiry has received a personal thankyou letter, a copy of Prosit, a little history of
SCI, and a list of stein books for sale.
We will give you the results of our efforts in
the September issue of Prosit.
Please drop us a note if you have any ideas
to draw in new members. We need to attract
all the young and old stein buffs to join
SCI.

For a number of years, SCI Convention
badges have been important "identifiers"
for convention goers. Can you identify the
ones in this photograph? Which have we
missed? Will another one be added at this
year's Convention in St. Louis? You'll have to
attend to find out.

Please let us know when you are moving, so
that we can be sure that you will receive all
SCI mailings, especially your quarterly
issues of Prosit.
Send your 'Change of Address Notification" to:
Walter B. Vogdes
Treasurer, SCI
P.O. Box 4096
Rockville, MD 20850

The Brothers Grimm
For those of you who'd like to know what the
Brothers Grimm {Prosit, March 1988, page
1715) looked like, an opportunity is coming
your way: According to the Wall Street Journal, the German government has just announced that it will be revising its bank
notes (paper money) in the year 1990 —
that's when we are holding our SCI Convention in Hamburg — and portraits of Jakob
and Wilhelm Grimm will be on the 1,000
Mark note.
If you are a true fan of the Brothers Grimm
and their fairy tales (and beer steins illustrating same), then you might consider getting
yourself a 1,000 Mark note (approximately
U.S. $625 at today's rate of exchange) and
framing it and hanging it in your stein room!
But remember, you have to wait for the
1990 issue.

(Cont'd, from front page:)

All Early Birds are invited to the "get
acquainted" evening. Don't miss this opportunity to renew friendships, recall names,
chat about pleasantries (i.e., steins) and just
enjoy each others company with quiet
background music and refreshments.

But for now, here's a program summary:

Tuesday, July 12th

We would appreciate a check mark on your
reservation sheet to indicate your attendance.

Approximately 80% of convention attendees arrive as early as Tuesday, so for convenience registration will be offered between
the hours of 2 and 5 p.m. Your packets and
goodie bags await your arrival, maps and
tour suggestions will be prepared to your
needs. A bulletin board will display room
numbers where you just might find that stein
you have been looking for. Room sales and
trading are encouraged for Tuesday and
Wednesday, until the Stein Sales Room
opens on Thursday.

Wednesday, July 13th
8:30 a.m.

9:00 a.m.
12 Noon

SCI Board Meeting
[Board meeting may have
to reconvene after auction if all business is not
taken care of.]
Pre-view of Ron Fox
Auction
Auction begins

Please note that the Ron Fox Auction is the
only commercial auction that is part of this
convention. Please support your organization and its program. Certainly you will be
delighted with the wide range and quality of
steins offered.

An added feature this year will be open
forums, discussing steins. Do you have a
particular subject that you want to know
more about? Contact Bill Mitchell and he will
see what he can arrange. These forums will
be held whenever possible throughout the
convention.
The Thursday evening Dinner Dance will be
a "Fifties" party. Come dressed to depict
that wild and wonderful decade.

Friday, July 15th

Thursday, July 14th

Continental Breakfast
General Meeting
Stein Museum Report - Les Paul
Stein Lecture - Ron Fox: "400 Years of
Stein Making"
Report of 1989 Convention Committee

Registration continues.
Continental Breakfast swings the Gateway to the West open for the convention to convene.
Reports from SCI Officers
Annual Report
Stein lectures
Ron Heiligenstein: "Understanding Regimentals"
AI Hoch: "It Dates from Around The Turn
of The Century"
Stein Sales Room opens

Early afternoon buses will take us to
Baurenhoff at Grant's Farm, where the
Waterloo German Band entertains. Come
German attired, enjoy yourself in these
beautiful surroundings. Crowning of Miss
Beer Stein and the ever-popular Chug-aLug contest.

The Hospitality Room will be open
throughout the convention with complimentary beer, soft drinks and snacks.

The evening affair is the "Der Gemütlichkeit"
SCI Banquet. Again a festive time in g o o d
old south St. Louis German heritage
fashion.
•

Catalogues for this auction should be available by June 5th. Should you not receive
yours by then, contact: Ron Fox, 416
Throop Street, N. Babylon, NY 11704, 516669-7232.

Saturday, July 16th
Members Auction, more stein sales and
Hospitality, Hospitality!

Sunday, July 17th
The Farewell Brunch. We are sure this will
please you. Held in the Great Hall.

The auction will run approximately four
hours, giving you lots of free time before the
Early Bird Special to browse around Union
Station's many stores or to take the motorcoach or tram to an attraction in the close
vicinity. Try one of the fine restaurants in
Union Station or the Downtown area.

But be prepared for some exciting program
modifications: We are keeping our schedule
flexible so that last-minute attractions can
be slipped into the program — to make
available the very best St. Louis has to
offer.

Comparing the height of the St. Louis "Gateway
Arch" to the Statue of Liberty, the Washington
Monument and the Eiffel Tower

St. Louis at night

Erhöhungen in Strangform." The manufacturer or designer was Hermann Heinrich,
Berlin, Kreuzbergstrasse 50. The patent
was taken out on 17 July 1901. Unfortunately the translation of this patent does
not give us the information we thought it
would. It translates as follows: "Beer bottle
with raised relief in form of a rope around
its neck."

So now you have all the facts: Omni International Hotel, Union Station, St. Louis,
July 13 to 17: S C I ' s 22nd Convention
and Annual Meeting. Send in your registration and reservation forms right away (if
you haven't already done so), because this
will be the funnest, most stein-filled, most
fabulous convention of them all!

by Pat Manusov

In reading through the new book Character
Steins, A Collectors Guide, by Manusov and
Wald, I came across yet another stein
marked with a D.R.G.M. number. As we
know by now, these initials stand for
Deutsches Reich Gebrauchs Muster, or
patented. Since Gene and I have been
doing some research lately on the D.R.G.M.
154927 number, I thought I would write to
the Patent Office in Berlin to see who had
taken out this particular patent.
The stein in question is on page number
145, FI-75, the Iron Maiden, in pewter (see
Fig. 1). We also saw this stein come up for
auction at the convention in Washington,
D.C., in July 1987. We had photographed
and cataloged this particular stein at a
collector's home in the East quite a number
of years ago. It was incised with the
D.R.G.M. number along the bottom. Inadvertently we had marked it as D.R.G.M. 158535,
whereas it should have read D.R.G.M.
158536, which the lady in the patent office
was nice enough to check for. The D.R.G.M.
158535 patent was for some kind of bed
clothes and she figured that is not what I had
in mind, so she checked the next one and
we received the following information:
D.R.G.M. 158536 reads as follows: "Bierflasche mit um den Hals sich legenden

From the thank-you letters and returned
questionnaires, the fourth Florida MidWinter Convention was enjoyed by all 127
people who attended. Eighteen States and
Germany were represented at the fourth
Florida gathering in seven years. New York
with 16 people and Illinois with 14 were
topped only by the Florida Sun Steiners with
46 attendees. New Jersey, Minnesota,
Pennsylvania and California also had
good attendance.
The convention at Disneyworld started with
the Early Bird party with hors d'oevres
and cocktails.

You can count on it!

The D.R.G.M. Search
Goes On!

Another Successful
Mid-Winter Florida
Convention

Since the stein in question tells the legend of
the Iron Maiden of Nürnberg, as a horrendous implement of torture, the translation of
a beer bottle hanging from a cord around its
neck does not make sense. We know now
that the D.R.G.M. number that we saw on the
stein in the auction in Washington D.C. was
158536. However we do not know if there
was an error in the patent office in 1901, or if
the wrong number was put on this particular
stein. Collectors can help — if you have
another of these steins would you please
check to see if the numbers differ in any way.
Or, perhaps there might be another pewter
stein around with a D.R.G.M. number that we
have not yet located. In any case I would
appreciate your input. And the D.R.G.M.
search goes on!

On Friday morning, Jim DeMars opened the
convention by welcoming those attending
and he introduced the guest lecturers. Jack
Lowenstein was the first speaker, followed
by Gary Kirsner. After lunch we had our first
stein sale. There were 28 tables full of items
to buy. The Hospitality Room was open all
afternooon with free beer and cheeses. The
evening got started with cocktails and was
followed by the German dinner the Royal
Plaza Hotel prepared especially for us.
Door prizes were awarded throughout the
evening.
Saturday started off with a sumptuous
breakfast. We were then treated to lectures
by John Stuart and Les Paul. The auction
preview followed and then we tried to settle
our stomachs with lunch. The auction got
started with Steve Early calling the first item
to go up for bid. Three hours later the stein
room opened for one last furious selling
session. Those with money left after the
auction were scrambling to take home one
more stein or two. The evening festivities
opened with another cocktail hour, followed
by a sit-down dinner. Piano music played
the entire evening. Door prizes were again
given out, compliments of Werner Sahm,
Steve Grantham and local breweries.
Sunday morning rolled around too fast, but
to help us get going was another full breakfast. Afterwards we said our good-byes and
were treated to a group of revelers singing;
"Meet Me In St. Louis, Louie". Some of the
die-hards were last seen heading to Disneyworld, Epcot Center and Marineland.
The Sun Steiners want to again thank everyone who made the fourth convention such a
great success. Right now the fifth gathering
is only in the wishing stages. If you have any
ideas, please let us know your thoughts on
how to make the next one even better.
" S e e you in St. Louie, Louie"

From General George
Washington
To General John
Cadwalader
by John A. Ey, Jr.

"A gift from the Father of our
Country to a close friend, confidant, copatriot and Revolutionary War general."
Trudging the streets in the canyons of
Manhattan on a drizzly afternoon can be a
dismal and debilitating experience. It can be
especially so when one has set forth to look
for additions to a drinking vessel collection,
only to find that the antique shops are
devoid of anything worth carrying home.
Turning onto a street with the last few shops
remaining on that day's quest, I found one
shop with an interesting display of artifacts
relating to former presidents of the United
States. There were bronze busts, documents, books, campaign ribbons, buttons,
posters, photographs and all manner of
effects. Significant documents were signed
by Lincoln, Madison, Monroe, McKinley,
Theodore Roosevelt and others. It was a
fascinating display and one would wish, at
least at the moment, that such were the
object of the search rather than drinking
vessels.
As I turned to leave that corner of the shop,
what might be termed serendipity set in - the
gift of finding valuable or agreeable things
not particularly sought for. I noticed in a
glass case what appeared to be a half
coconut shell mounted with a silver band

around the lip, three silver legs and a handle
at one side. There was a small, engraved,
rectangular silver label attached to its
side.
It would not have attracted my attention had
I not seen similar cups in England, Germany
and other European countries, as well as
vessels made of ostrich eggs, horn, gourds,
w o o d and other natural materials in the
same style. I cannot say I was overwhelmed
by sight of the cup, but since nothing else
that day had moved me to expend funds, I
inquired of the dealer its background. Nothing breathtaking was forthcoming, but I did
take the cup in hand to further examine it.
I knew at once from past experience that
the cup was probably of 18th century origin,
and noted that the silver mounting bore an
Irish hallmark. The silver label on the side of
the cup was enough to start thoughts, suppositions, questions, conjectures and conceptions running through my mind. The
engraved label read:
C u p Presented by
WASHINGTON
to Genl. J o h n Cadwalader
From the S. Weir Mitchell Collection
Having read previously of General Cadwalader's significant accomplishments in
the Revolutionary War and his close
association and friendship with General
Washington, the possible connection with
the cup and its presence in the collection of
other presidential material caused no
hesitation on my part nor bickering over
price to get it wrapped and out of there!
Months later, having verified its Irish origin
and the date of ca. 1780-83, research set in,
and then still more research in earnest.

Irish silver-mounted coconut shell cup presented by General George Washington to his close friend and
copatriot, General John Cadwalader (see text). Photo by Tom Clark

General Washington before Princeton, by
Charles Willson Peale. This portrait is one of
several three-quarter poses replicated by Peale
from his original full-length painting done for the
Supreme Council of Pennsylvania in 1779. It was
painted after Washington's triumph at the Battle
of Princeton. (Courtesy of The Mount Vernon
Ladies' Association)

There followed seemingly endless months
of telephone calls, letters and personal
visits with individuals who might in any way
verify or authenticate the cup's history.
Invaluable assistance was provided by
Sandra L. Cadwalader of Philadelphia, a
descendant of General Cadwalader, as well
as by librarians, museum curators, scholars,
manuscript and archives curators, and
various other antiquarians.
Frequent trips to libraries to research
volumes about the Revolutionary War
revealed innumerable instances where
General Cadwalader's name appeared in
conjunction with events of that war. Cadwalader was appointed a brigadier general
of the Pennsylvania militia on December 25,
1776. The militia regiment he commanded
at that time was a part of General
Washington's Continental Army. As part of
his plan for the December 1776 attack on
Trenton, General Washington recommended

Close-up of the silver label attached to the
coconut cup described in this article. Photo by
Tom Clark

