Say " Y e s " to Michigan
and

Have a Wonderful Time in '89
What: The annual SCI Convention
When: July 6-9, 1989
Where: The Hyatt Regency Hotel,
Fairlane Town Center, Dearborn,
Michigan
The Michisteiner elves have been busy on
the final details in preparing this opportunity
for you to renew old acquaintances and
meet new ones; to buy, sell and trade steins;
to swap tall tales about recent acquisitions;
to learn more about the drinking vessels
that you now possess, those you hope to
acquire, and those with which you are not
familiar; to get your questions answered by
the experts; and to do all of this in a congenial setting as you hoist your favorite
beer, courtesy of the Stroh Brewery Company.
If you haven't yet sent in that reservation,
now is the time to clear your desk and dig
out your copy of the March Prosit. It outlines
the convention program for each day, the
fees and options available, and the arrangements for reduced airline rates. It also contains the convention and hotel reservation
forms. So complete the convention reservation form, make out your check to Michisteiners and send both by next mail to
J a m e s Kaiser, 1416 South Gratiot,
Mount C l e m e n s , Michigan 48043. Otherwise, you will forfeit your chance to experience that rare Gemütlichkeit that comes
only when you mingle and exchange toasts
with your fellow conventioneers. Be one of
the happy participants who can relive that
experience when they pick up the next Prosit and read of the "wonderful time in '89".

Mail your hotel reservation cards directly to
the Hyatt Regency Hotel, to arrive there not
later than June 13 in order to receive the
reduced convention room rate.
If you have not yet done so, this is also a
good time to make out your wish-list of
steins to buy, swap or on which to bid, for
there will be exceptional opportunities
available, in a wide variety of types and
prices.
Stein S a l e s and Auctions
Members Stein Sales, including the session
on Wednesday afternoon where the Early
Birds vie for the first pick.
Michisteiner-sponsored separate auctions
by Ron Fox and Gary Kirsner on Friday

Steam Locomotive

morning and Friday afternoon respectively.
There you will have the opportunity to bid on
a galaxy of fine pieces typical of those
offered by these two members at previous
conventions. See their advertisements in
this and the March Prosit.
Members Auction on Saturday afternoon,
the last chance to round out your possession of "must-haves" and/or sell those for
which you no longer have cabinet space.
For the members auction, the entry fee will
be $5 for each piece, with a 5% buyer's premium. We shall ask each person registering
a stein for this auction to identify any repairs
or defects, in accordance with the SCI Code
of Ethics, set forth on page 1698 of the
December 1987 issue of Prosit
Talks
The Stroh Stein Collection, presented by
Stroh historian Peter Blum, and Master
Steinologist John Stuart.
Glass Drinking Vessels by Ludwig Moser,
presented by Mural K. Charon, author of the
book "Ludwig Moser, King of Glass".
Drinking Vessels of the Kaisers' Germany,
presented by historian and fellow collector
William Piekarski.
(Continued on page 1883)

Past Issues of Prosit

Convention Sing-Along

by Les Paul

Here's one of the songs we'll be singing at
the Convention; be all prepared for "German Night":

Your SCI Board of Directors has authorized
the Beer Stein Museum to receive all proceeds from the sale of past issues of Prosit
magazines. Enclosed in this issue is a complete listing of all Prosits available. Those
issues for which we have original magazines in stock cost $2.50 each, including the
shipping and handling. A half-price package of all available in-stock original Prosits,
including both indexes and The Art Collection in the Heysholf at Worms, can be
purchased for $75. This assortment on a
piece by piece basis would be about twice
the price.
When time permits, we will accommodate
requests to photocopy issues which are out
of original stock. These photocopied issues
of Prosit will be $5.00 per copy including
shipping and handling.
Please use the enclosed order form and
make checks payable to the SCI Beer Stein
Museum." All orders should be mailed to
Les Paul, 568 Country Isle, Alameda, CA
94501.

Auf Wiedersehen
Auf Wiederseh'n, auf Wiederseh'n,
Bleib nicht so lange fort
Denn ohne Dich ist's halb so schön,
Darauf hast Du mein Wort!
Auf Wiederseh'n, auf Wiederseh'n,
Das eine glaube mir,
Nachher wird es noch mal so schön,
Das Wiederseh'n mit Dir!
Translation:
Farewell, farewell,
Stay not too long away,
Without you it is only half as nice,
Truly that's what I say!
Farewell, farewell,
This you can believe me true,
Afterwards it will be twice as nice,
That longed-for reunion with you!

Pipeline Springs Leak:
Drinkers Dream
(As reported in "The Week in Germany", February
17, 1989, published by the German Information
Center in New York, and sent to us by SCI member
George Schamberger)
Recent news of several leaks in a 3.7
kilometer-long pipeline in Oettingen had the
Bavarian city's beer drinkers dreaming of a
free, inexhaustible source of their favorite
beverage. The firm which built the approximately 1-million German Marks pipeline
between the Oettingen brewery and a bottling plant outside the city limits had discovered six holes in the three pipes running
under the city. This led a number of residents to believe that some thirsty souls
planned to wet their whistles with brew
diverted from the pipes to their own secret taps.

Local police put an end to the pipe dream,
reporting that the holes in the line, which will
go into operation in mid-March and transport several thousand hectoliters of the liquid daily, were not suitable for siphoning off
suds for clandestine consumption, and
were instead ordinary acts of sabotage.
Brewery manager Hans-Friedrich Koch
meanwhile issued a sobering warning to
anyone thinking of imbibing the beverage
for free. The plant would immediately notice
any private diversion of the brew, he asserted.

(Continued from front page)
D.R.G.M. Steins, An Unsolved Diesinger
Mystery, presented by Patricia Manusov,
researcher, author and SCI Executive Director.
The above talks will expand your knowledge of drinking vessels, particularly in new
areas of interest, and aid in recognition of
different types of pieces that you may like to
add to your collection.
Trips
Ford Museum including dinner at Lovett
Hall. The museum is a twelve-acre treasure
trove of American ingenuity that vividly portrays our changing nation from 1800-1950.
It includes a fine collection of early American silver and pewter tankards. A history,
assembled by Mary Lou Boresch from a
presentation by the Ford Museum, on the
development of the craft that produced
these fine pieces may be found at the end of
this review.

Grand Finale
Saturday evening at the Hyatt Regency
Hotel. Banquet, dance and presentation of
awards, all to the delightful music of Eddie
de Santis and his Orchestra. Theme: Red
and White.
The Last Farewell
Sunday morning at Giulios Restaurant in the
hotel, a pleasant place to enjoy a great
brunch with fellow collectors, to bid farewell
to good friends whom you meet only once a
year, and to plan for reunions at the next
convention.
0

The Development of the
Silver and Pewter Craft in
Early America
By Mary Lou Boresch
Pre-1700: Little pewter and silver was in
use in America. Boston had the greatest
number of craftsmen: 20 silversmiths and
fewer than 10 pewterers as late as 1690.
New York had less than half this number,
while other inhabited areas claimed at least
one or two workers in each trade. Much of
the silver was produced for church use. A
single silver spoon was a sign of wealth. By
1700, tankards and other household items
were common. Stylistically, Boston followed
up-to-date London forms while New York
followed heavier forms that were influenced
by the Dutch heritage.

The "Automobile in American Life" Exhibition

Stroh River Place where, through the hospitable courtesy of the Stroh Brewery Company, we shall assemble for our German
Night dinner, festivities and viewing of the
fabulous Stroh Stein collection. You have
seen pictures of many of these pieces in
"The Stein Book" by Gary Kirsner and Jim
Gruhl. Now you will have the opportunity to
view them in their new exhibition setting.
This evening will also include the traditional
contests. In the costume contest you may
vie for honors as having the best authentic
German attire for either Frau or Herr. With
the number of trips to Deutschland reported
in recent issues of Prosit, we expect a
gaggle of new entrants. The talent contest
will pit the imaginations and skills of members whose attire — or parts thereof, e.g.
shirt, hat, skirt — most accurately and artistically represents a Bierkrug or decoration
thereon. Be your own Durstige Ritter, Dancing Bear, Cuirassier, etc.

1700-1750: Silversmiths and pewterers
were by now commonplace in every American city. Utilizing found materials, the silversmiths used either coins (usually
Spanish) or outmoded vessels. Work in
pewter utilized old and broken pieces.
Materials were melted down and reformed.
Pewter was recast in molds and silver was
hammered into shape from thin sheets of
the metal.

who previously had been his superior, both
socially and economically.
Silver also increased greatly during this
period. By 1785 design styles and forms in
every part of the new country consistently
followed the London styles. The highly
skilled silversmiths were truly the equal of
any London worker. They were found in all
major cities and in many small towns.
1785-1815: Major changes affected the
silver and pewter trades during the postRevolutionary War period. Both trades extended into the south where needs had
previously been served by trade with England. A second change was the introduction of a new material called Sheffield Plate.
This silver substitute, named after its English
city of origin, consisted of sheets of silver
bonded to sheets of copper. It could be
worked like silver and was much cheaper.
Factory mass-production of pewter was in
troduced by Thomas B. Boardman, who
produced it in Hartford, Connecticut, and
retailed it in Philadelphia and New York.
1815-1850: Individual silver and pewter
craftsmen disappeared as eastern businesses wholesaled their goods to retail
merchants. These manufacturers and merchants made silver and pewter available to
a much wider population. Mass-production
also caused the demise of pewter as a
household material. It was replaced by
cheaper ceramic materials and by midcentury, by electroplated silver. The advent
of the Victorian era brought forth revivalistic
designs. The earliest of these "new" designs are often accredited to John Kirk of
Baltimore: His designs were basically a reinterpretation of the 18th century, highly or
namental, rococo style.

Both silver and pewter were imported in the
first half of the 18th century. This kept the
craftsmen up-to-date on foreign fashion.
Silver was restricted to the very rich. Pewter
was found in an increasing number of
households and taverns by mid-century.
1750-1785: The American pewterers flourished throughout the northern and central
colonies and emerged as leading members
of the merchant class. This was particularly
true following the Revolutionary War. As a
respected businesssman, the pewterer
even purchased goods from the silversmith

Convention chairman Bo Boresch invites all
SCI'ers to have a cool drink with him at Dearborn
this July

Luther maintained a strong relationship with
the University, and received support from it
when he was considered a heretic by Pope
Leo X and the Church.
The University of Halle and Wittenberg
University were combined in 1817 for
economic reasons, as Prussia could not
maintain the two separate institutions.
The 1 /2-Liter Villeroy & Boch stein, shown in
Fig. 1, can be identified by the impressed
base mold number 2145 and the date "94"
(1894). The multi-colored print-under-glaze
decoration of Halle was designed by G.
Wolff, and has scenes of a castle (Fig. 2), the
market place (Fig. 3), and the University (Fig.
4). The inlaid lid with the city shield of Halle/
Saale is shown in Fig. 5.

Fig. 1: This stein marked the bicentennial of the
University of Halle-Wittenberg (1694- 1894),
which was recognized as a center of Protestant theology

The University of
Halle-Wittenberg Stein
by Jim Sauer
This stein marked the 200th anniversary, in
1894, of the founding of the University of
Halle, in the city of Halle (known as Halle on
the Saale). Established by the elector Frederick III of Brandenburg, later King Frederick
I of Prussia, the University became a center
of Protestant theology. During the Napoleonic Wars the French Emperor suppressed the institution and closed it in 1806
and again in 1813. The city was seized by
the Prussian Army in 1814 and the University was re-established the following year.
Wittenberg University was founded in
1502 in the town of Wittenberg, by the elector Frederick the Wise of Saxony, and was
made famous by Martin Luther and the
Reformation. Luther, an ordained Augustian
priest, received a teaching assignment in
logic and physics at the University in 1508,
at the age of 25. In 1512 he was awarded
the degree of Doctor of Theology, and was
given an appointmentto the Council of Biblical Study. On October 31, 1517, Luther
nailed the famous 95 theses (written statements) to the wooden doors of the Schlosskirche (All Saints Church) in Wittenberg.
The theses openly stated objections to
some of the teachings of the Church, and
were the basic issues that eventually led to
the Reformation. In the succeeding years

The pewterer's mark was stamped on the
underside of the tang in the form of an
outline of a stein, with the name "R. Wagner
— Mettlach" inside the design. The mark
was struck very lightly on the pewter and is
difficult to detect.
V&B also produced another 1/2-Liter "University of Halle-Wittenberg" stein in the
1909 series, with the same print-underglaze decoration.
Halle/Saale, which is located between
Berlin and Leipzig (in what is now East Germany, the German Democratic Republic),
was an important rail center during World
War II. On April 19,1945, the city was taken
by U.S. Army forces after four days of heavy
street fighting, which caused extensive

Fig. 2: Burg Giebichenstein. In 806 A.D., Emperor
Charlemagne ordered the construction of this fortress outpost on the east bank of the Saale River
near valuable salt springs and a river-crossing
point, later a bridge point

Fig. 3: The Market of Halle. A view of the old
market square and the Red Tower, a tall Gothicstyle clock tower over 270 feet high, built in 1506.
A second historical landmark from the 16th century is the Marienkirche (Church of the Virgin
Mary), noted for the unusual architectural design
of two tall main steeples, and the large clerestory
towers connected by-a bridge
damage to the city. Halle was rebuilt, and is
now one of the most productive chemical
manufacturing and industrial areas in East
Germany.

Fig. 4: The University. In 1933 the name was
changed to the "Martin Luther University of HalleWittenberg". At the present time the modern institution is under the direction of the German Democratic Republic, and it is again named the University of Halle-Wittenberg.

Research information on the stein decoration was obtained from the Encyclopedias
Americana, Columbia and Colliers. Dr. Gerhard Rauscher, Chairman of the German
Language Department of the University of
Wisconsin-Milwaukee, was most helpful in
identifying the figure on the inlaid stein lid as
being the shield of the city of Halle, rather
than that of the University.

"In this building at the invitation of
Theodore Roosevelt, President of the
United States, was held the Peace Conference between the envoys of Russia
and Japan, and September 5, 1905, at
3.47 P.M. was signed The Treaty of
Portsmouth, which ended the war between the two empires."
The Russo-Japanese War began on February 8, 1904, when Japan attacked Port
Arthur in Manchuria. The Portsmouth Treaty
ended the war one and one-half years later.
Both Russia and Japan were expanding
their holdings in the far East, including China,
Korea and Manchuria. President Theodore
("Teddy") Roosevelt, at the secret suggestion of the Japanese, arranged a peace
conference at the Portsmouth Navy Yard.
This treaty gave Southern Sakhalin Island to
Japan and forced Russia to remove its
troops from Manchuria. Russia also had to
give up Port Arthur and Darien, and had to
leave Korea as well to Japan.

Fig. 5: The escutcheon (shield) of the City of Halle.
The shield is encircled by the German inscription,
"Erinnerung an das Jubiläum der Universität
Halle-Wittenberg 1694-1894", which translates
as, "In Commemoration of the Anniversary of the
University of Halle-Wittenberg, 1694-1894".

The victory brought recognition to Japan as
a major world power, while Russia's defeat
brought about much unrest and discontent
inside Russia, leading within just a few years
to the Russian Revolution.

Reverse side panel, with historical text in
English
The stein itself is decorated in green and
brown colors on a cream background, and
was intended to have a lid. It is made
"English style" with the handle to the side.
The base is simply marked "Germany" and
the number"6", both incised. The overall
quality of the stein is only fair, but the historical significance is quite extraordinary.
Reference:
The World Book Encyclopedia, Vol. 16

The Treaty of
Portsmouth

The Chinese
Connection

by Mike Wald
It is always interesting to come across a
beer stein that depicts a piece of history. I
recently was able to study an unusual lidless German 1/2-Liter stein, made of stoneware with relief decorations, depicting the
Treaty of Portsmouth which ended the
Russo-Japanese War.
One panel of the stein shows the Peace
Conference building in Portsmouth, New
Hampshire, where the treaty was signed on
September 5, 1905. Above the illustration
are the words, "Peace Conference Building", and below it, "Navy Yard Portsmouth,
N.H. Where treaty was signed between
Russia and Japan Sept. 5th, 1905." The
panel on the reverse side of the stein bears
the following English caption:

by Les Paul
Side panel of "Portsmouth Treaty" stein

Detail of text on side panel

This article is mostly about an extremely
rare naval regimental stein. To understand
how rare, it is necessary to look at some
rough numbers: At the turn of the century the
German Army numbered about 200,000
soldiers. Compare this to the total strength
of the German Navy at less than 20,000
sailors.
The German marine infantry was reported to
be only 168 non-commissioned officers
and 1,206 enlisted men, or only about seven
percent of the 19,680 men listed in the
whole Navy at that same time. This small
part of the Navy consisted of three sea battalions, each with only four companies.

are not, however, "Musterschutz" or made
by Schierholz. The other three photographed Chinese head character steins all
have long hanging mustaches which is a
style common to Tsingtau or north-east
China.

The first sea battalion was garrisoned at
Kiel, the second at Wilhelmshaven and the
third, and only one stationed off Germany's
shores, was at Tsingtau (or Kiau Chou),
China. The four companies of the Third Sea
Battalion were an artillery battery, cavalry,
machine gun, and pioneer companies.
The first company of the battalion may have
had only about 100 men assigned to it. With
only about 450 German soldiers in China, it's
easy to see why very few regimental collections can boast a Tsingtau stein. In a thousand regimentals, you might see one.
The duty of the marine infantry was to
defend the imperial harbors. Germany wanted its military presence secure in Asia
beginning in 1897. In December of that year,
after some German missionaries had been
murdered by a Chinese mob, German
marines took possession of the harbor and
the fortified town of Kiau-Chou, China. This
incident caused the German government to
establish a firm foothold in China. Germany
needed to protect its imperial subjects, and
also its important commercial affairs. Germany's objective, however, was not to
make war upon China, but to come to an
agreement with the Chinese Emperor by
which Kiau-Chou could be leased for a
period of ninety-nine years.
This introduces the second stein in the
photograph. The porcelain "Chinese landlord" stein, ECS#195, holds the scroll

The Tsingtau (Kiau Chou) beer stein, together
with the "landlord" character stein who holds the
Tsingtau lease agreement scroll
inscribed "Pachtvertrag Von Kiauts-Chau"
or "the rent agreement of Tsingtau".
These two steins and the 99-year lease represent the German/Chinese connection.
They help explain why other Chinese character steins were also produced in Germany at the turn of the century.
The landlord stein was reported with a yetto-be understood signature of C. Bauer in
ECS. Its porcelain is very thick. This still
unknown factory made a few other character steins, all with one very predominant feature: the base is deeply concave. Other
characters obviously produced by the
same factory are ECS numbers 7,154,164,
and 434. The landlord and the other steins
by this factory come in either full color or a
honey/tan color similar to Schierholz. They

Now a little more about Gefreiter Sturm's
rare regimental stein: I shot the large "wrap
around" scene as three photos from different angles and assembled them as a
single panoramic picture. It shows a naval
cruiser under full steam in the background,
while the foreground illustrates a naval
marine in full gear holding a rifle and surrounded by a large anchor, naval cannon
and landing supplies, with an Imperial flag
waving in the breeze.
The uniform of the marine infantry consisted
of a tunic of dark-blue cloth cut similarly to
that of the land army, a grey overcoat
resembling that of the cavalry, and a shako
with a bronze anchor, the imperial crown
and eagle, and the German colors affixed.
The marines were also equipped with a
knapsack, cooking utensils, belt and sab
retasche of black leather, and boots such
as the land troops wore.
Under the stein's handle is the inscription,
"Wir dienten an dem Chinastrand — zum
Schutze für das Vaterland", which means,
"We served on China's shore — for the protection of the Fatherland".
I hope that the owner of this rare regimental
enjoys his "Chinese Connection" as much
as I enjoyed doing the research and learning about it.

o

A selection of German-made "Chinese Connection" character steins

Kanoramic picture ot tne onma ' stein: 3. Seebataillon 1. Comp. Tsingtau — China 1907/10. The ribbon
below the ship proclaims, "Unsere Zukunft liegt auf dem Wasser", or "Our future lies on the water"

