E c h o e s from T h e W e s t e r w a l d
Last December the Höhr-Grenzhausen/
Westerwald firm Merkelbach Manufaktur
GmbH severed its relationship with Goebel, and once again became independent.
Using a leveraged buyout technique, ownership was transferred to the employees.
Managing the new venture is Mrs. Judith
Engelmann, while the facility and manufacturing manager is Mr. Willi Remy.
Going it alone has apparently not been
easy. After being used to the backing, both
financially and marketing, that a large corporation can give, down-sizing can hurt—
especially in the finance end. Items like
"accounts receivable" can become very
critical, when in the past they were important but not life-threatening.
The new Merkelbach continues to emphasize the manufacture of beer steins (see
illustrations).
Using turn-of-the-century
models and molds, they are reproducing a

Merkelbach's new line of "Jugendstil" beer steins, originally designed by grof. R. Riemerschmid
in 1902

line of "Old Masters" and "Jugendstil" steins.
Many of the latter are based on Riemerschmid designs and are being issued as
limited editions.
Mrs. Engelmann has very graciously invited SCI members who visit HöhrGrenzhausen to stop by the factory for a
tour: The best possible way to learn just
how beer steins (and other stoneware items)
are made. Advance notice is requested:
You can call Mrs. Engelmann at 026243021 once you have arrived in town.

"Old Masters" steins currently being manufactured by Merkelbach Manufaktur in H-G

T h e Detroit N e w s
Saturday, July 8, 1989

Stroh's
News Flash
Here is some 1989 Convention news
which you all have been waiting for.
While the main convention coverage
will appear in the December issue, we
did want you to know who was elected,
who was awarded, and who was recognized at the various events in Dearborn.
Congratulations to all the "winners"!

Election Results:
SCI President
First V.P
Second V.P
Treasurer
Recording Secretary
Executive Director
Managing Editor
Parliamentarian

Bill Mitchell
(2-yr. term)
Terry Hill
Jim DeMars
Walter Vogdes
Patricia Jahn
Patricia Manusov
Jack Lowenstein
Dezso Ladanyi
(appointed)

Awards:
Master Steinologist
Gary Kirsner
Jack Heimann Service Award
Dezso Ladanyi
Editor's Award
Leonce Miller
Miss Beer Stein 1989 .... Rosie Koryto

Contest Winners:
Costume contest, Ladies'
Sweetie Pie Kuntz
Costume contest, Men's..Les Hopper
Talent contest
Doris and Jack Dekker
(There was no chug-a-lug contest this
year; for the reason, see the article from
the Detroit News elsewhere in this issue.)

calls off
chugging
contest
Stein collectors
left high, dry
By Scott Martelle
News Staff Writer

The chug-a-lug contest, it seems,
was more than Stroh's could swallow.
Stroh's announced last week it
was sponsoring a beer-chugging contest at the Stroh River Place Atrium
for members of Stein Collectors International. It was to be part of a
German night at Stroh's headquarters for the collectors, who were in
town this week for their annual
convention.
But when Stroh's was asked why
the firm was sponsoring something
usually associated with fraternity
parties and drunkenness, spokeswoman Karen Wiecha said that
wasn't the case. The company was
merely letting the collectors use its
space, she said.
"We didn't set the agenda for
what they're doing," Wiecha said.
"We're just providing hospitality."
The agenda beyond the chugging
contest included a catered dinner,
dancing and an exhibition of 50 of
the best steins in the Stroh's collection. The chugging contest was to
have been a team speed event, with
each member drinking one glass of
beer.
Then Stroh's thought about it
some more.
A half-hour later, Wiecha called
to say Stroh's had canceled the chugging contest, even though it wasn't
sponsoring it.
"We've just canceled it because of
the way it might be perceived," Wiecha said.
There was no immediate reaction
from the collectors, who spent most
of the afternoon in a stein auction at
the Hyatt Regency in Dearborn.

Who was the pewterer
F. Santesson?
Correspondence from Ms. Teje Colling of
the Nordiska Museet{\he Nordic Museum)
in Stockholm, Sweden, and Mr. B.O. Santesson, a third cousin of the original pewterer, indicates the following: "F. Santesson's full name was Frans Abraham Nicolaus Santesson. He was born in Stockholm
in 1834, the son of a pewterer, Nils Abraham Santesson, who was a member of the
Stockholm Guild of Pewterers and also a
member of a large fam ily of pewterers in the
Stockholm area.
"Frans learnt the
his father between
as a journeyman
Onfray in 1853.

pewtersmith trade from
1848-52. He then worked
in Paris at a firm called
He is next found in the

United States in Connecticut, working in
the Menden Britannia Company in 185455. In 1862 he took over his father's workshop, became a burgher (won his franchise) in the City of Stockholm, and worked
there until his death on May 3, 1916."
Only a limited number of individuals were
allowed to join the guilds in the large cities.
The phrase, "won his franchise", indicates
that Frans applied to the Guild for membership and was accepted after careful scrutiny of his work. It was a nice accomplishment, although by mid-1800 the guilds had
lost most, if not all, of their power to regulate
commerce. During the period 1901 to
1916, he was also associated with the firm

Fig. 1. 1-1/2-Liter wood and pewter stein by
Santesson. Each wood stave was carved to fit
behind the pewter design, which had been made
in a wrap-around mold. The coat-of-arms of the
King of Sweden is prominently shown on the
front plate

F. Santesson
Stockholm Pewtersmith
by Stephen L. Smith

Part 1.
In the past year, several of the large pewter
tankards made by F. S a n t e s s o n have been
sold at the major stein auctions. These are
beautiful examples of this Scandinavian
pewtersmith'sart. Afterthesales, I realized
that precious little has ever been documented about the man, his shop, or his
wares. With some assistance from others
(see below), I will now attempt to correct
that problem.

Fig. 2 . 1 -1 /2-Liter stein, silver-plated over pewter.
Hand-engraved King's coat-of-arms on front of
body. "Bright cut" design work on lid, around
finial medallion

Fig. 3. Page from 1901 Santesson catalog (see text)

AB Gamla Santessonka Tenngjuteriet(see
further information under "Marks".)
While in America, Santesson must have
developed several worthy connections, for
his firm later participated in the large exposition in Chicago in 1894, and another
exhibition in Tennessee in 1897. The fact
that he exhibited at these two shows and
made good trade contacts probably goes a
long way towards accounting for the relatively large number of pewter tankards,
made by his firm, that can be found in this
country. I believe more Santesson tankards and rorkens are seen in collections
than those from all the other 19th century
Stockholm pewterers combined.
/ Versaler i rak
antikva,
A—2:
1694—1717.

Mr. B.O. Santesson, the cousin of Frans,
continues the family tradition to this day in
the city of Stockholm. It is Mr. B.O. Santesson's generosity that allows us to reproduce part of the actual 1901 catalog, which
he sent to me several years ago. In 1962,
Mr. Santesson wrote and published the
book, "Gammalt Tenn", literally "Antique
Pewter", a review of all types of pewter
made in Scandinavia over the last several
hundred years; pieces made by the Santesson family figure prominently in this
history.

What do the Marks mean?
" F . S A N T E S S O N " , " F . A . S . " , and " F . S . " —

These were all manufactures' marks used
by this firm. They are not being used any
more today, unlike the marks of some large

ABCDEFGHIKLMNOPQRSTVWXYZ
Fig. 5. The King of Sweden's coat-of-arms, as
shown on the "Command Flag". (Source: "Heraldry, Sources, Symbols and Meaning", by
Neubecker, McGraw-Hill Book Co., New York,
1976)

// Versaler i
kursiv
antikva
(skrivstil),
A—Z:
1718—1741.
Ill
Gemena
(smä)
frakturbokstäver,
a—r:
1742—1758.
Versaler
i fraktur (frän 1783
med
tillfogad
siffra),
A—Z:
1759—1912.

German pewterers, such as W.M.F.
(Württembergische Metallwarenfabrik). The
Santesson marks will be found stamped
into the metal, usually on the base of an allpewter tankard, and on the bottom of the lid
of combination wood and pewter vessels.
Arsbokstäver pä svenskl tenn frin 1694 till 1912 enligt givna förordningar. Manga xenngjutare har dock slarvat med stllsorten och
exempelvis använt gemen frakturstil även efter 1758. Observera
att bade "länga" och "korta s" kommit till användning för är
1776 och att V vanligen användes i stallet för U.
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Fig. 4. Swedish pewterers' letter code chart (see text)

"AB

GAMLA

SANTESSONKA

T E N N G J U T E R I E T " — T h i s is a stamped
mark within an oval, also impressed, indicating the piece was manufactured by a
subsidiary company t>f which Frans A.
Santesson was a principal. This company
was established about 1901 and was dissolved in the 1920's, several years after
Fran's death.
" H V I T M E T A L L " — M s . Colling writes, "Hvitmetall is not pewter—that should be marked
with four touches—but a pewter alloy designed to give a white metal that would not
need so much polishing and rubbing to
keep shining. A good many alloys were

Fig. 6. Medallions and "bright cut" scroll work on
two Santesson steins (from the author's collec-

developed during the 19th century. In
Sweden, mostly called 'compositions'.
Britannia Metal is an example of this type of
experimenting, though of course not developed in Sweden." The word Hvitmetall is
usually found stamped just under the firm's
name.
"PRIMA TENN"—This mark represents
"the best of pewter", and is usually found as
a crest, with the design of a race horse with
rider, above the words. It should also be
accompanied by the city stamp and letter/
number date.

The chart in Fig. 4 is reproduced for the
benefit of all SCI members, to help in dating
their Swedish tankards or related pieces.
Note that the oldest appearing alphabet is
actually the youngest, and vice versa. Also
note that an "A" looks like a "U"; a "Z" may
be mistaken for a "B"; and that "D", "O" and
"Q" are all quite similar. The "U/V" also
looks a lot like a "B", so go carefully and
double check when you are using this chart
to document a date.
To be continued.
(Editor's note: Part II of "F. Santesson—Stock-

Letter/Number date indicator (see Fig.
4): Stamped into the metal, the Swedish
letter/number date indicators trace back to
1694. They can be used for both silver and
pewter, as well as other types of metal
articles coming from the Swedish pewterers or silversmiths. This practice of dating
pewter ended in 1912; therefore unstamped pieces (and I have had two) indicate a
manufacturing date of 1913 or later. There
are only 24 letters used in the scale.

holm Pewtersmith" will be presented in Prosit
no. 98, December 1989.

The two vessels pictured here were purchased in 1988 for a total cost under $130.
Before someone says, "yeah, but you live in
the east where all the old stuff is", let me tell
you that I found one mug in Washington,
D.C., and the other one on the outskirts of
Denver, Colorado. These hand-hammered
brass mugs stand six inches high, while
their bases are five inches in diameter. The
handles are authentic deer antlers with
brass attachment supports. Although they
are unmarked, I would say the mugs are of
English origin, ca. 1825-50.

Subject matter will

include medallions, coats of arms, the staining
of pewter pieces, additional photographs and
additional pages from the 1901 catalog.)

There are several reasons for this assumption: First, the mugs are of one-piece body
construction, with another single base piece
soldered to the body drum. This type of
hammered one-piece construction was
called "spinning" and was in great use in the
production of drinking vessels in the early
1800's; one reason for this was the widespread manufacture of Old Sheffield Plate
(see Prosit #93, September 1988, page
1771). Second, the English also like to affix
an escutcheon to the front of their drinking
vessels for monogramming purposes.

Fig. 7. Additional pages from the 1901 Santesson catalog

You Don't Have to
Spend a Lot...
by Stephen L. Smith

For years I've maintained that a new drinking vessel collector does not have to spend
a lot of money to enjoy this hobby. In fact,
the Gambrinus Stein Club recently had a
"bring and brag" session where members
displayed steins recently purchased for

under $100. About 25 interesting steins
and other drinking vessels sufaced and
were admired by all. As long as one doesn't
get a case of the sometimes fatal, often
debilitating, disease called "Mettlachitis",
or its cousin, "Regimentalitis", then a new
collector can look forward to obtaining interesting, even historical pieces, at reasonable prices. (See also Ron Fox's "Ask Ron"
column in the June 1989 issue.)

This habit was very prominent during the
last half of the 18th century and the first part
of the 19th, especially on horn and wood
cups and beakers. Third, the English produced many two-handled mugs in the 17001900 period, and while other countries such
as Germany, Sweden and the United States
did so also, this custom was very, very
popular in England.
So, my advice to new collectors is to study
reference materials, see the collections of
others, and "just say no" to those ridiculous
prices. Do a little "rooting", a little research,
and you will be surprised at what you can
find...cheap!
(Author's note: I would very much like to acquire
a three-handled "pass cup", made as those
shown. Please write to me, Stephen Smith, at
4041 University Drive, Fairfax, VA 22030.) r&

