
Give 'em the Boot 
by John Stuart 

In the U.S. that means "throw the 
bum out," and if they don' t leave 
voluntarily we will literally use our 
boot to kick them out . As in so 
many other traditions, the Germans 
have a d i f fe ren t use - one tha t 
involves beer. The "Trinkenstiefel" is 
a dr ink ing boot . These dr ink ing 
boots were most commonly made 
from glass and, to a lesser degree, 
stoneware or pottery. 

The boots must be drunk from cor­
rectly or the drinker gets a face full 
of beer. If the toe of the boot is held 
straight up or straight down, once 
the boot is raised past a certain 
angle, beer will rush out dousing the 
drinker. The boot must be held on 
its side so the heel and toe are on 
the ho r i zon ta l , para l le l to the 
ground. (Life is always kinder when 
you know its little secrets.) 

Most dr ink ing boots came f rom 
Germany, a l though some came 
from other countries. Falstaff, from 
England, was one of the seven leg­
endary drinkers of all time. He is fre­
quently depicted sitting back in a 
big chair, his one foot up on a gout 
s t o o l , d r i nk ing f rom one of his 
gigantic dirty leather boots. As far 
as I'm concerned, I think I would 
rather take my chances wi th the 
plague. Now crystal boots - they 
are another story. 

I have pictured four drinking boots 
from my collection. The first i tem 
(figure 1) is an elegant large two-
liter crystal boot made by the WMF Figure 1. 

(Wür t temberg isch Me ta l lwa ren ­
fabrik) company. It has a fancy cut 
and polished geometric design. I 
wa lked into an ant ique show in 
Philadelphia and saw this in a case. 
Being a collector of glass steins and 
drinking vessels, I knew immediate­
ly that this piece was destined to 
reside on my shelves. After an eter­
nity (about 90 seconds) the dealer 
pulled it out of the case. The lid was 
bent a little and the pewter eagle 
had some feathers missing. As I 
was assess ing the c o n d i t i o n I 
noticed some engraving (translat­
ed): "Reservist Boldt; 5 t h Company; 
M a g d e b u r g Dragoon Reg iment 
Number 6; D iedenhofen; Riding 
School, Hannover 1898-1901" on 
the strap over the instep. The lid 
was engraved: "Reservist Boldt; 1 
Prize, Rid ing Schoo l , Hannover 
1 9 0 1 . " This scarce des igna t ion 
made the boot even more appeal­
ing. I was probably as nervous wait­
ing to finalize this deal as Reservist 
Boldt was on the day he was wait­
ing to receive his elegant first prize 
t rophy. I'm sure he worked a lot 
harder than I did to earn it, but I 
love it just the same. 

The pair of boots in figure 2 each 
hold a half a liter. The one on the 
left is copper wheel etched with 
hops leaves and buds in five arched 
panels and a geometric border. The 
one on the right is cut with a hard 
wheel and then polished using a 
more simple geometric design. It 
has a silver-plated brass stirrup and 
spur, and a silver-plated set-on lid 
with a finial of cupid with his olive 
leaf wreath and a handful of arrows. 



It was also made by WMF around 1890. 
WMF was the largest German pewter fac­
tory at the turn of the century. They also 
made electroplated wares in addition to 
their pewter work. 

The last piece (figure 3) is almost a boot 
stein. It doesn't have a handle but it does 
have a hinged-lid with a thumblift. Most 
boots have set-on lids. The top portion of 
the 3/4 liter boot is cut in a geometr ic 
design wi th a round center panel "To 
your Health." It is ruby stained after cut­
t i ng . The pewter l id is s igned Johann 
Georg Winckler, Lindau, dating the piece 
to around 1875. The lid has a hand-paint­
ed po rce la in inlay w i t h a scene of a 

young lady poach ing a rabbi t f rom a 
hunter who is in the background . The 
hunter's dog has grabbed her underwear 
in his teeth while she is trying to escape 
across a stream. This exposed her bare 
bot tom which was pretty risque for the 
time. 

All in all, I really like the designs, the histo­
ry and the uniqueness of these items. 

So if any of you want to give me the boot, 
as long as i t is some th i ng l ike these 
pieces-go to it! 

Figure 2. Figure 3. 



What is a Keferloh Regimental Stein? 

by: Ron Heiligenstein 
photos: Jack Pandl 

For years I've heard German regimental 
s te in c o l l e c t o r s ta lk abou t Kefer loh 
(Keferloher or Kaeferloher) regimentals, 
but none of them could tell me specifically 
what this term meant, other than it referred 
to those blue-grey stoneware regiment­
als most o f ten named to uni ts of the 
Bavar ian A rmy . Ge t t i ng nowhere 
researching this on my own, at the 1994 
Convention in New Orleans I discussed 
th is sub jec t br ie f ly w i th SCI member 
Johannes Vogt from Munich, and later I 
corresponded several t imes with Peter 
Meinlschmidt, another German member 
who is a frequent contributor of interesting 
articles for Prosit on 
the subject of reg i ­
mental steins. Each 
m e m b e r had an 
impress ion of what 
the term meant, but 
c o u l d p rov ide no 
documentable facts. 
Regardless, here is 
what we believe the 
s i t ua t i on to be: 
Keferloh refers to a 
very small village (34 
inhabitants in 1894), 
now a part of metro­
politan Munich, but at 
the turn-of-the-centu-
ry just a little "Dorf" 
ou t s i de the c i ty , 
loca ted one or two 
km south of Haar, a 
small town about one 
half hour east by 
southeast of central 
M u n i c h . Kefer loh 
was the place where 
the drovers brought 
their cat t le for sale 
to the bu tche rs of 
Munich, and as one 
would expect in those days, a place where 
great quantities of beer were consumed 
and a good deal of commerce took place. 
The "everyday" steins used in the beer 
gardens of Keferloh, over t ime became 
known simply as Keferlohers. 

Since the drovers at this point had money 
to spend, it is to be expected that there 
was a demand for Keferloher's, and it is 
believed that the Westerwald stein manu­
facturers tried to satisfy that demand. The 
Kefer loh s te ins " l o o k " W e s t e r w a l d , 
although the author has seen no manufac­
turer's mark to prove the point. Meinl­
schmidt, however, states that in an entry 

Figure 1 

in the "Deutches Re ichs-adressbuch" 
da ted 1932, i t says tha t Rhe in ische 
S t e i n z e u g - W e r k e l oca ted in Höhr -
Grenzhausen was among the largest fac­
tor ies p roduc ing ste ins especia l ly for 
export to Bavaria. He believes that as early 
as 1890-1914 Westerwald steins were 
exported to Bavaria to meet the growing 
demand. Nothing is available to actually 
document that Keferloh steins were a part 
o f that expor t bus iness , but w i th the 
appearance of these steins and using a lit­
tle logic, one can easily reach such a con­
clusion. 

The stein shown in figure 1 is an excep­
t ional ly rare Keferloh type, regimental 
stein named to a Sanitätsgefreiter (med­

ical private first class) 
of the 3rd Company 
of the Royal Bavarian 
Railway (Eisenbahn) 
Battal ion garr isoned 
in Munich 1905-1907, 
whose last name was 
Fr iedr ich. The San i ­
t ä t sge f re i t e r d e s i g ­
nation is infrequently 
p resen t on in fan t ry 
s t e i n s , and a l m o s t 
never seen on an 
a r t i l l e ry , cava l r y o r 
technical service unit 
stein. 

Friedrich's stein fea­
tu res a red epau le t 
w i t h a la rge E ( for 

• Eisenbahner) under a 
"winged wheel" with 
a left s ide scene of 
four Eisenbahners in 
an a u t o m o b i l e . In 
the right side scene, 
f o u r l o c o m o t i v e s 
pos i t ioned b a c k - t o -
back, are pulling sev­
eral rail cars. Across 

the upper face is a scene of a locomo­
tive pulling flat cars over a Schulz-type 
b r i dge . The t h u m b l i f t i s t he t y p i c a l 
"winged wheel" often found on Bavarian 
Eisenbahnsteins, and the flat pewter lid 
features a scene of Munich 's Frauen­
kirche in high relief. The upper and lower 
body bands are the typical blue found 
on Westerwald b lue-grey steins in an 
in ter - lock ing pat tern . There are three 
rows of gold beading above and below 
the upper and lower bands. The handle 
is decorated in a "strap over a ladder" 
style, again similar to many steins that 
w e r e p r o d u c e d i n the W e s t e r w a l d 
region. 



The roster on Friedrich's stein has some 
unusua l des igna t i ons i nc l ud i ng : f i ve 
Unteroffiziere (corporals), six Einjahr/Frei-
w i l l iger (one year vo lun teers ) , one 
San i tä t sge f re i t e r (see above) , th ree 
Tambour (drummers), twelve Gefreiters 
(private first class) and thirty-three Pioniere 
(reservists). 

The regimental stein in figure 4 is also a 
very rare Keferloh type stein named to 
Gefreiter (private first class) Hillmeyer of an 
airship company of the Royal Bavarian 
Airship and Motor Vehicle Detachment 
(Luftschiffer und Kraftfahrer/Abteilung), 
garr isoned in Munich 1910-1912. The 
face of th is stein has a p icture of the 
Munich Luftschiffer Kaserne (barracks) 
within a wreath over a crowned Bavarian 
crest. Above the wreath is a propeller and 
on each side are at attention Luftschiffers. 
The left side scene features a tethered 
Parseval observation balloon and an early 
m o t o r i z e d a i rsh ip above t w o supp l y 
trucks. The right side scene displays a late 
model Zeppelin, a "gas bag" untethered 
balloon and an early "sticks and canvas 
held together by wire" airplane. All the 
other physical aspects of this stein's body 
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