1996 SCI Convention, Plain and Fancy Friends in Pennsylvania
Your 1996 SCI Convention will be held in
the Pennsylvania capital, Harrisburg,
hosted by the Pennsylvania Keysteiners
Chapter. A convention hasn't been held
in the vicinity of the East Coast since the
1987 Convention in Washington, D.C.,
so for our members who have felt that
the last eight conventions have been too
far away to attend, we are back and
looking forward to seeing everyone.
Have we a great convention in store for
you! Pre-convention activities
are scheduled for Tuesday and
Wednesday, July 2 and 3, with
the formal convention activities
on July 4, 5, and 6.
Harrisburg, located on the east
shore of the Susquehanna River,
the northernmost tributary to the
Chesapeake Bay, is Pennsylvania's third largest city and
known for its hospitality. In addition to the Commonwealth's seat
of government, Harrisburg boasts
many successful activities including the Senators, a double A
minor league baseball team that
plays on City Island Park, and the
Harrisburg Symphony Orchestra
that performs in the capitol's
beautiful Forum Building.
Much
is offered
in the
Susquehanna Valley and areas
surrounding Harrisburg. Just ten
minutes to the east is Hershey,
Chocolate Town U.S.A., with
Milton Hershey's chocolate factories, Hershey Park with its amusement rides, live shows, museum
and Chocolate World. Forty miles
to the south is Gettysburg

National Military Park which you will be
able to visit on Tuesday if you arrive for
our pre-convention tour. Fifteen miles to
the north is the Penn National Race
Track for those who enjoy thoroughbred
horse racing. Thirty miles to the southeast
is the Pennsylvania Dutch country in
Lancaster County, home of the Amish.
The name Pennsylvania Dutch is derived
from the Germans who settled in the

region calling their new homeland
Deutschland. The convention will provide
you with an in-depth view of the Amish
and their communities on the opening day
of the convention. For our shoppers,
numerous outlet malls within easy driving
distances are found in Hershey, York,
Morgantown, and Reading.
Your convention hotel is the Harrisburg
Marriott, located at the intersection of
Interstates 83 and 283. Located just
I six miles from the center of the city
and six miles from Harrisburg
International Airport, the hotel is
near all major routes into the area
(1-81, I-83, I-283 and the
Pennsylvania Turnpike, I-76).
Transportjrom the airport will be
provided by the Marriott's complimentary van.
The Harrisburg Marriott boasts
excellent facilities that include
indoor/outdoor swimming pool with
patio, exercise room, sauna, and
whirlpool. Dining and entertainment
facilities include Ashley's, serving
breakfast, lunch, and dinner with
regional cuisine of steaks, chops
and seafood; Chat's Lounge for
cocktails and conversation, and
Twist featuring live bands, DJ
entertainment, outdoor patio, and
happy hour buffet.
All stein collectors will be pleased
with the abundance of antique
shops and malls in the nearby villages of Carlisle, New Oxford and
Adamstown, as well as many
shops located in all communities in
the region. Our friends say they
are envious of our source of steins

December 1995 issue of Prosit. Come
early and enjoy the tour with your Plain
and Fancy Friends in Pennsylvania.

that appear in the numerous antique
shops. If you have the chance to visit
these areas before or after the convention, you will be pleasantly pleased.
The Pennsylvania Keysteiners will provide
you with a detailed schedule in the registration envelope when you arrive, so here,
in general terms, is what you can look forward to in July.
TUESDAY, July 2 - Optional tour of the
Gettysburg Battlefield National Park.
You will be where, on July 2, 1863, 133
years earlier, the second day of the battle
took place. As you
look over the lush
farms and the quiet
town of Gettysburg,
it is hard to imagine
that for three days
in July 1863, two
armies
totaling
150,000 men fought
one of the bloodiest
encounters of the
Civil War. It was
here on November
19, 1863, that the
Gettysburg National
Cemetery was dedicated and President
Abraham Lincoln
delivered
his
famous Gettysburg
Address. The battlefield and cemetery are now part of
the
Gettysburg
National Military
Park, dedicated in
1895. The park has many monuments
dedicated to the men who fought there
for both the Union and Confederacy. If you
keep an eye on the monuments, you will
probably see one dedicated to the brigade
or company of one of your ancestors. The
Eisenhower National Historical Site, the
home and farm of President Dwight D.
Eisenhower, is nearby. The tour of the
battlefield will be conducted by guides,
former members of the U.S. military, who
are or have been associated with the U.S.
Army War College in Carlisle Barracks.
The tour promises to be the best you have
experienced. The insights to the battle
and the human interest stories will amaze
you. More information concerning this
tour can be found in our article in the

WEDNESDAY, July 3 - Commercial Stein
Auction and Dinner.
Convention registration will be open from
7:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. The day following
the Gettysburg tour you can relax and
attend the commercial stein auction that
will be conducted by Gary Kirsner
Auctions. The preview will start at 10:00
a.m. and the auction will begin at 1:00
p.m. Following the auction, you are
offered an optional evening of great entertainment; a gourmet dinner, prepared by
the Marriott's Chef with evening entertainment by the Tarnished Six, an accomplished group of musicians. They have
been playing traditional Dixieland jazz for
28 years. Their varied presentation

hotel for the Pennsylvania Dutch Country
Tour in Lancaster County. For the ride
down we will have a box lunch prepared
by the foremost caterer in central
Pennsylvania. Upon arrival we will have
free time to shop on our own at the
Kitchen Kettle Village. At 2:00 P.M. we will
meet our buses and guides to begin the
tour of an Amish farm and the countryside. We will return to the Plain and Fancy
Restaurant for a Pennsylvania Dutch style
dinner. You can look forward to a treat of
plates of roast beef, golden fried chicken,
baked sausage, chicken pot pie, dried
corn, bow-tie noodles, mashed potatoes,
assorted sweet and sour relishes, home
made breads, apple pie, warm shoo-fly
pie, ice cream and made-from-scratch
Graham cracker pudding. Then sit back
and enjoy the music and strutting of a
Philadelphia Mummers band in full costume. We will depart at 8:00 P.M. for
Harrisburg where you
can visit the hospitality
room, visit with old
friends, and make new
ones.
FRIDAY, July 5 Lectures, Round Table
Discussions, Stein
Sales, and German
Night.

includes vocals, rags, blues, hymns and
stomps. Their travels have included jazz
festivals and concerts from Denver to the
International Music Festival in Edinburgh,
Scotland. If you enjoy superb food, as well
as first class entertainment, this is an
evening for you.
THURSDAY, July 4 - General Membership
Meeting, Lectures and Pennsylvania
Dutch Country Tour.
Wake up and enjoy a full breakfast served
from 7:00 to 8:15 A.M. Registration will be
open from 7:30 to 11:30 A.M. The General
Membership Meeting will commence at
8:30 a.m. followed by lectures at 10:15
A.M. At 12:30 P.M., buses will depart the

Following a continental breakfast from 7:00
to 8:15 A.M., lectures
and round table discussions are scheduled until 11:30 A.M.
Stein sales rooms and
hospitality room will
be open from 1:00 to
5:00 P.M. Consignments for Members'
Auction
will
be
accepted from 2:00 to
4:00 P.M. Have any
duplicate steins or another stein you are
ready to part with? Consider consigning
them to the Members Auction and watch
them find a new home. For our first timers
a reception will be held for you to meet
and socialize with the SCI Executive
Committee from 5:00 to 5:45 P.M. For the
traditional German night an authentic
German dinner prepared by the Marriott's
Chef will follow a cash bar hour that starts
at 6:00 P.M. Music and entertainment will
be by Walt Groller and his orchestra. Walt
Groller recently celebrated 50 years of
entertainment. His group has recorded a
long list of hit polka records, "Polkamatic"
winning a Grammy nomination. Walt and
his orchestra have performed for audiences from Europe to South America, so

Contemporary
Competition.

Stein

Exhibit

and

Something new for you at the convention
will be an exhibit of contemporary steins
from eleven manufacturers. These steins
will be judged by a panel of collectors
with first place prizes awarded in three
categories. This new exhibit and competition will enable you to view the best of
contemporary steins by many of the
world's established manufacturers.
Porcelain Painting Demonstration.
Again this year in the hospitality room
Andreas J. Kutscher, an SCI member
from Germany, will conduct porcelain
painting demonstrations. Andreas painted
for the Meissen Porcelain Manufactory
and Villeroy and Boch before operating an
independent workshop where he teaches
porcelain painting in the Saarland. Ask
those who saw Andreas last year in
Milwaukee. We are again in for a real treat.
Guest Lecturers and Round Table
Discussions.

get out the Lederhosen and Dirndls for a
festive evening of music and dancing.
SATURDAY, July 6 - Lectures, Stein Sales,
Members' Auction and Dinner Dance.
Our last continental breakfast will be from
7:00 to 8:15 A.M. followed by lectures
from 8:30 to 10:15 A.M. Your stein sales
room will be open from 10:30 A.M. to
12:30 P.M. for those last purchases. The
hospitality room will be open from 1:00 to
5:00 P.M. The Members' Auction preview
will be from 1:30 to 2:30 P.M., with the
auction running until 4 P.M. Our closing
program will be a Plain and Fancy Dinner
followed by the big band sounds of the
Herrn Miller Orchestra. All members of
this orchestra have been with the band
regularly from 7 to 35 years, some having
performed with many of the great names
in the entertainment world such as Glenn
Miller, Harry James and Count Basie.
Prepare for a gala evening of music and
dancing to end your 1996 Convention.

Lectures and round table discussions will
be superb. Master Steinologist John
Stuart will speak on early stoneware and
his round table discussion will be about
natural material*such as leather, wood,
ivory and ostrich eggs used as drinking
vessels. Master Steinologist John Ey will
enlighten us with his vast knowledge of
wedding cups and a round table discussion on silver steins. Master Steinologist
Steve Smith's topic is entitled "From
Wood to Silver Plate" and his round table
discussion will be on WMF, producers of
Germany's premium metal steins. Master
Steinologist Ron Fox will lecture on factories that produced enameled glass. John
Lamb will talk on Steins, 3 Liter and
Above (Mettlach, Rare, Silver and Ivory)
and his round table will be on student
society steins.
The 1996 SCI Stein.
The convention stein is a beautiful oneliter milk glass stein; each stein hand
painted with the Pennsylvania Dutch motif
of distelfinks, heart and flowers. The
members' gasps at last year's convention
when we showed a picture of your 1996
stein indicate this stein, made by Werner

Sahm and Rastal in Germany, will be a
long time favorite.
Registration and Hotel Information.
You must make your hotel reservations
with the Harrisburg Marriott, 4650 Lindle
Road, Harrisburg, PA 17111. The phone
numbers are 717-564-5511, FAX 717564-2476 and 800- 343-5982. Hotel and
convention reservation forms are included
with this Prosit. The 1996 convention fees
are $410 per couple, single $265; after
April 15 the price will be $460/$290.
Included in the registration fee is one convention stein. Stein sales table fee is $45,
after April 15, $55. Half table is $25, after
April 15, $35. The July 2 optional
Gettysburg Tour fee per person is $30 and
the July 3 optional dinner with music by
the Tarnished Six is $25 per person.
Additional convention steins are $95
each, subject to availability on a first
come, first served basis. Register early
and save. Questions concerning the convention should be addressed to either
Clarence Riley at 717-566-5739 or Jack
Rives at 717-564-3792, Co-Chairmen; we
are home most evenings.
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The Pennsylvania Keysteiners are excited
to welcome our stein collector friends,
both plain and fancy, first timers and old
timers alike, to your 1996 SCI Convention.
We can assure you of great food, hospitality, entertainment and comradery to create lasting memories for years to come.
See You in Harrisburg.
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If you are interested in beer steins
and other drinking vessels, come and
join the Meister Steiners Chapter for
further information and free
appraisals on Sunday, March 10,
2:00-4:00 PM, at the Como Inn,
Milwaukee and Grand Ave., Chicago,
IL. For further details, call (847) 2564340.
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