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United States Military

by Andre Ammelounx

Since the late 1800's several styles of beer
steins were purchased by men serving in
the armies of Germany. Between roughly

1890 and 1914, however, steins that
we in the United States call regi-
mentals, and the Germans call
Reservistenkriige, were produced in
abundance specifically for men pass-
ing into the reserve after the comple-
tion of their military training. During
World War | and World War Il, as well
as between the wars, beer steins
also were often purchased by
German soldiers. We call these mili-
tary steins. These steins were typical-
ly a simpler design than the Imperial
German Army steins made before
World War I. Not many examples of
steins made between WWI and WWII
exist today.

During the cold war (1945-1990),
when the United States had thou-
sands of men stationed in Europe,
U.S. servicemen had the opportunity
to order custom designed steins for
themselves. These steins were typi-
cally made of porcelain, with a litho-
phane of a nude woman. Similar to
German regimentals, these also had
designs and insignia commemorating
their owner's tour of duty, as well as
type of duty. What is not always
found are traditional military scenes.
Unit patch and comical scenes have
often taken their place. This may be
due to the easy-going attitude of the
U.S. military servicemen. | began col-
lecting these steins three times over
the last 20 years. Now | am serious
about the collection. When examin-
ing a U.S. military stein, you can dis-
cover many interesting aspects of a

person's life, as documented on a porce-
lain stein. Here are two such examples:

Patrol Squadron FIVE was commissioned
in September 1942 as Bombing Squadron
135 at Whidbey Island, Washington. It was
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nicknamed the "Blind Fox" squadron and

was assigned the PBY "Catalina" aircraft.

In less than a month, the squadron

received a new aircraft, Lockheed's PV1

"Vega Ventura," which was flown in sever-
al bombing missions during World
War Il. In 1948 the squadron received
its first Lockheed P2V "Neptune" air-
craft which contained the Magnetic
Anomaly Detector (MAD). Shortly
thereafter the squadron became
known as the "Mad Foxes." In
December 1948 it was designated
Patrol Squadron FIVE.

Jacksonville, Florida became the per-
manent home of the "Mad Foxes" in
December 1949. In the years follow-
ing, VP-5 made deployments to
Bermuda, Sicily, Spain, the Azores,
Puerto Rico, Iceland, Newfoundland,
and the Philippines. The "Mad Foxes"
were awarded the Battle Efficiency
"E" in 1951, 1952 and 1958. Patrol
Squadron FIVE aided in the recovery
of Commander Alan B. Shepard Jr.,
America's first astronaut, on May 5,
1961. The squadron was also one of
the first units ordered into action dur-
ing the Cuban Missile Crisis.

The two steins pictured were made
for Art and Joyce Mobercy and were
ordered through Baur's Camera &
Souvenir shop in Munich, Germany.
They commemorate two different
tours of duty (see figures marked "A &
B"). The orders placed with Baur's, as
well as other shops that offered steins
to the US Military, were designed and
produced by the Kunsthandwerkliche
Erzeugnisse factory of Elisabeth Liegl
in Munich. The steins both have an
elaborate and colorful design show-
ing the aircraft, deployment and unit



Page 1434
June 2003

Figure 2 (A).

Figure 3 (A).

Figure 4.

Figure 5 (A).

patch design. The patch design is most
interesting. A fox is searching the Atlantic
Ocean for submarines as a periscope
passes nearby. The fox's paw holds a
hammer ready to pounce on any that are
found. The North American and European
continents appear on either side of the
fox.

The next items | came across were the
original steel plates with the transfer out-
line design for both steins. The plate is
used to imprint black ink/paint onto
paper which is transferred to the blank
porcelain body of the stein. The plates
are numbered 590 and 684 from the
manufacturer.

The Baur's Camera & Souvenir Shop was
a retail store (see figure 4). They did no
stein production. Orders were taken with
the customers having a page of standard
options for their stein to be produced.
Custom designs were commonly created
for unit logos or scenes. Some steins are
decorated with elaborate scenes around
the entire body. This type is the least
common and usually the most interesting
design. Pictured is the original design for
both steins made by the Kunsthand-
werkliche Erzeugnisse factory of
Elisabeth Liegl in Munich. In the lower
right corner it shows that Baur's placed

the order and plate number of the trans-
fer outline (see figures 5. A & 6. B). One
design is dated March 29, 1956. After the
design was made, H. Feichtmeyr painted
the colors to be used on the stein. His
signature appears in the lower left corner.
This color sample was used to paint the
steins produced for this unit so that the
color would always* be consistent regard-
less of when additional steins were made.
Pencil notes for style and color changes
were marked on this sample so the
artist/painters could decorate the final
product. Names and other custom fea-
tures such as gold trim were usually the
last stage before the final firing between
450 and 600 degrees centigrade.

The pewter lids on U.S. military steins
made in Bavaria from the 1950's and
1960's were created with the same high
quality as found on regimental steins (see
figures 10 & 11). Thick pewter was used,
resulting in excellent quality. This pewter
lid has an American eagle with shield
finial. The thumb lift is in the form of a
military uniform button. | could not
believe my luck in finding these two
steins in Florida, and later the accompa-
nying steel plates with original paper
design pages. A group of production and
design materials along with the original
stein is quite rare.
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Figure 12. Elisabeth Liegl in July 2002.

Auf Wiedersehen

As this is the last Prosit under my editor-
ship, | thank every person who has con-
tributed anything to the magazine during
the past ten years: articles, suggestions,
etal.

Forty issues later, | feel that I'm leaving
Prosit in better shape than when | was
elected as editor in 1993 (taking nothing
away from the previous editor).

Please give as much, or more, support to
the new editor. Prosit will continue to be
as good as we all make it.

Secrets to Finding Beer
Steins

by Milt Schnitzlein

As a member of two SCI chapters
(Gambrinus and Keysteiners) | sell steins
at our chapter meetings on a regular
basis. | am often asked, "Where do you
come up with all these steins?" No, | don't
have a secret kiln in my basement where |
fabricate them. Rather, | use the following
procedures diligently, and | cannot
emphasize that word enough.

First, | live in Baltimore, with the Chesa-
peake Bay and Atlantic Ocean close by. In
Baltimore, near the waterfront, there are
taverns on just about every corner of every
block. Sailors who come through
Baltimore stop at these bars and some-
times barter steins for drinks. Any collector
who has waterfront nearby should get a
city map showing the waterfront area. The
next step is to lay this area out in a grid.
Each week stop at all taverns or eateries
as time allows, asking about steins for
sale. Don't be discouraged. If you find one
but are told the stein is not for sale, ask
permission to put your card inside the
stein. Believe me, this works, and some
time later you will be called to retrieve your
prize. If you don't have a card, have one
printed - name and telephone number are
important.

Second, stop at every pawnshop in your
area and, here again, leave your card. |
have purchased some of my most valu-
able steins from this source.

A third good bet, although not as promis-
ing as the above, are Goodwill, Salvation
Army and other thrift stores. The upside is
that steins found are always inexpensive,
and with a little knowledge, once in a great
while you will find a winner. A second
upside is that because they are inexpen-
sive, you can take a chance in the hope
that your inexpensive item will find favor
with collectors later, and you will have hit a
home run. Believe me, this, too, has hap-
pened.

Another thing, in contact with antique
shops in your area, stop in on a regular
basis so that when they see you they say,
"Here comes the stein man." Make con-
tact with at least one person in the shop
and ask him to call you when steins come
in. Let them know that a $10 finder's fee
will be earned for each stein you buy as a
result of the call.

In all of the above, invest in an answering
machine. You will be called!

Don't forget white elephant tables at
church and school bazaars. Here again,
don't write off "for sale - cheap." Trash
and treasures lie side by side, and when
we can cash in on the goodies, everyone
is happy.

In forty years of collecting, | have pickers
for me as near as Pennsylvania and as far
away as Baton Rouge, LA. | have found
this to be invaluable in my search for
steins. Although eBay has cut into my
picker base, | still have some that are loyal
and send me steins from time to time.
When using this technique, be sure to tell
your contacts to call you collect.

One final and very important source is
your circle of personal contacts. Let every-
one you meet socially or in a business set-
ting know that you collect beer steins and
that you are interested in buying them.
Your friends will help you out, but they
need to know you are looking!

These techniques have worked well for
me, and if you use them - diligently - you
will experience "happy hunting!"

Each SCI Member in good standing is entitled to run
one free ad per year. You can run an ad to either sell or
buy steins and related items. Please limit your ad to
approximately 50 words.

Send to Rich Cress, 1155 Northland Drive, St. Paul,
MN 55120. Fax at 654/287-5650, or email to
rcress@cscpub.com.

Deadline for next issue is July 1, 2003

Wanted: HR Steins, Marty Cameli
PO Box 349, Centereach NY 11720. (631)
467-1413.

Wanted: | am looking for a Hussar pipe
bowl of the "Death-Head" Hussar Rgt. Nr.
17 Braunschweig. | offer $650.00 depend-
ing on condition. Although the Regimental
Pipe Book is out of print, | still have some
available. Also seeking info on Military
Baker Sldorfsky - Convolut, and Machine-
gun stoneware stein from the 20. Kgl.
Bayr. Kempton. George Schamberger,
(941) 627-0690, g1934s@earthlink.net.
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My First Stein Department
My GI Stein

by Jim DeMars

In the last couple of years American ser-
vice steins have been gaining popularity.
This new interest has been the catalyst for
this short article. As an active member of
SCI since 1976, | thought my many friends
would find my own G.I. stein of interest.

After graduating from John Carroll
University | was sent to Germany to be
stationed at Turiey Barracks in Mannheim.
| was assigned to the 181st Transportation
Battalion on the beautiful Rhine River.
During my tour of duty | was platoon
leader of the 1st and 2nd platoon, compa-
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ny mess officer, as well as Post athletic
and recreational officer for the barracks.

My tour of duty was from October 1955
through September of 1956. During that
time | was given my first antique stein. My
barber asked me to get him some ciga-
rettes from the PX, which, as all you ser-
vicemen know, were cheaper than the
Germans could buy in their stores. When |
returned with the cigarettes he gave me a
brown bag and told me to open it later.
The bag contained a porcelain stein. It is
from the "Nurenberg Exposition of 1896."
This is the only stein that | have from my
stay in 1955-56. Since returning from
Germany, | have added three more steins
from the same expo. All four have different
scenes.

The irony is that | was stationed in a place
where steins were plentiful, and during a
time when steins were very reasonably
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priced, but was neither inclined to collect
them, nor able to afford them on my Army
pay. Toward the end of my stay in
Germany, | ordered my service stein from
the PX. They had samples for the units
stationed there. | selected the one depict-
ing my unit with a pewter finial of the 2 %
ton truck that made up the 41st
Transportation truck unit. The front of the
stein has a jeep on top of the battalion
insignia. This signified my job as platoon
leader. One side shows the units stationed
in Turiey barracks, while the other side
shows operations in which the unit took
part during my tour. The American flag
also attractively adorns the side. | paid a
little more than $5 for this stein which rep-
resents a very important time within my
life. It sits proudly on a shelf with my
antique German Reservist steins. | hope
this article is of interest and stimulates
other Cold War servicemen to share their
stein and story with our members.



