American Souvenir Steins

From the Executive Director
Dear Friends,
It is just about time to begin packing for this year's convention in Long Beach, California.
Erste Gruppe has a great list of pre-convention activities set up for us and a great convention line up. I'm looking forward to all of the presentations this year as well as being able to
get together with old and new friends. I also would not mind hunting down an elusive stein
or two (or more) for my collection. I hope to see all of you out there.
SCI has been the beneficiary of a very generous gift of a large collection from long time
member Ted McVay. Ted is retired from Beech Aircraft Corp. after 32 years of service
engineering mostly on international assignments. He then spent 23 years in Missouri and
the last 10 in Osage County, Oklahoma. Thank you Ted for your very generous gift.
Ted's collection will be a featured part of the auction to be held on July 6 at the 2005 SC
convention in Long Beach (see the advertisement on page 1829 of this issue). This will be
a great opportunity for collectors to add to their collections and help SCI at the same time.
Ralph Joyce and David Harr also deserve praise for their efforts. Ralph did a great job
handling the donation and arranging for its shipping. David then catalogued the items and
made arrangements for the appraisal and completion of the I.R.S. paperwork. David has
also stored the steins for us. Stanton Auctions in Hampden, Massachusetts was kind
enough to provide the documentation and appraisal for us for no cost. Next time you get a
chance to thank all three, please do so.
Our changes to the method of dues payments has worked very well and has saved SCI a
great deal of money. In 2004 we mailed the dues notices with the September issue of
Prosit, saving the cost of sending them out separately. The notices contained all of the
necessary information for their return. A follow up sheet was sent with the December
Prosit saving the cost of printing and mailing reminder postcards. If dues were not
received by the end of the year, the names were deleted from the March mailing list saving us the cost of printing and mailing for expired subscriptions. By way of comparison, in
2004 we sent out approximately 200 March issues of Prosit to members in 2003 that did
not renew for 2004. Our conservative estimate is that we saved approximately S1500 to
$2000 by doing it this way. We knew that it worked well when we received only one complaint about the method. We will be following this process again this year to continue our
savings.
I hope to see you all in California. Best regards and Prosit!
Steve Steigerwald

Not a member of Stein Collectors International? Want to subscribe to our informative stein
magazine? It's as simple as sending $35 to the treasurer:
David Bruha
1142 Weeping Willow Cir.
Wisconsin Rapids, Wl 54494-6669

Environmental
Protection Agents
by Neil Barton, M D .
In June 2004 Prosit, page 1616, Michael
Slutskin and Ron Fox wrote an article on
the Pan American Exposition. The character stein, which was the article's subject, was a copper and silver plate stein
with a bison atop the lid.

figure 1
Huckleberry Indians and how were they
related to the New York A t h l e t i c Club
( N Y A C ) ? W e r e they followers of Mark
Twain? W e r e they a farm team of the
Cleveland baseball club? Were they the
r e m n a n t s of the indians that d e f e a t e d
General Custer?
Contacting the NYAC was to no avail, as
they had not heard of this group. Next, I
turned to the internet and came up with
the following information:
The Huckleberry Indians were the oldest
group members to the NYAC. Past members include Buffalo Bill Cody, AI Smith
and many other prominent people. The
stein was presented to the members that

While looking through my collection of
character steins, I noticed a similar piece.
This time, however, an indian head in full
headdress replaced the bison (figure 1 &
2). The metal was pewter and the inscripfigure 2

tion w a s , " N Y A C Huckleberry Indians,
March 26, 1904" (figure 3). This was
dated 3 years after the e x p o s i t i o n . I
began to wonder if there was any relationship to the exposition stein. Who were the

attended their 10th anniversary dinner
party. The group was formed as an environmental group to take care of
Huckleberry Island, which is located 1/2
mile across the Westchester border from
the Bronx, New York. The island is less
than 1/2 mile in length and 150 yards
wide. It is a rocky outcropping in western
Long Island Sound to which the
Huckleberry Indians went for an annual
picnic and recreation. They were given
permission by New York to use the island
if they w o u l d k e e p it e n v i r o n m e n t a l l y
sound. They cleared an area and left the
rest for the c o r m o r a n t s and herons to
nest. Their care even allowed the great
e g r e t to return to the a r e a . T h e m a p
shows its location and relative size.
The stein measures 7 inches to the headdress and is marked " R i c e s z i n n " . The
thumblift is adorned with flowers.
The Island has long been abandoned as
have the Huckleberry Indians, but even a
h u n d r e d years ago there w a s a small
e n v i r o n m e n t a l l y c o n s c i o u s g r o u p that
tried to preserve the landscape. All that
remains to recall this bit of history is this
pewter stein.

