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nization devoted to the study of beer steins and
other drinking vessels. Prosit is published quar-
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for SCI at 1155 Northland Dr., St. Paul, MN
55120. Correspondence relating to organiza-
tional matters shall be directed to Stein
Collectors International, Inc. at the above
address. Periodicals postage paid (011-582) at
St. Paul, MN and additional mailing office. Dues
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President's Message

After such a glorious week in Valley
Forge with chairperson Clarence Riley
and the Keystone Pride, | feel ready to
undertake the business of SCI that lies
before us. The Keysteiners provided us
with such a superb example of what can
be done when chapter members work
together - a model that we can all look up
to for future endeavors.

My vision is to provide a channel of com-
munication between the SCI Executive
Committee and the chapters, through
which we can share goals, ideas, prob-
lems and solutions. It would also facilitate
sharing news and knowledge that could
be used in chapter meetings. Behind
each collector is a man or woman who
has preferences, ideas, and dislikes
about the organization. In order to keep
SCI strong, vital and fully functioning, we
should be ever cognizant of the voices of
our members. Without their lifeblood, SCI
could become a mere shell of an organi-
zation, meeting the needs of no one.

| have established the following goals for
this coming year:

+ Get 25% of social members to join SCI

+ Get 25% of former members to renew
their memberships

Have each chapter state one thing that
the majority of its members enjoys
about SCI, due by year's end 2006

Have each chapter state one thing that
the majority of its members would
improve/fix, due by year's end 2006

Provide credit card usage for member-
ship

Add a security link/password to our
website to ensure only SCI members
usage

Look into the possibility of establishing
an on-line (electronic) Membership
Directory for SCI members

It is important to have a vision so the
members will know where we are headed,
and also so they will have a basis for the
decisions of the Executive Committee. If
we don't know what we are shooting at, it
is nigh impossible to aim at the correct
target.

Respecfully,

Phil Masenheimer
SCIPresident

Password Controls on the SCI Web Site

Password controls have been added to
the SCI| web site. This will allow us to
make enhancements for the benefit of
our membership, while preventing
sitewide access by the general public to
selected areas and materials. As a
dues-paying member, you will continue
to have full access to the site. Non-
member visitors will have to join SCI in
order to enjoy the same privilege.

We do not plan to register logon IDs
and passwords for SClI members.
Instead, all SCI members will share a
single password, which will be pub-
lished in each issue of Prosit, and
changed every three months. This will
make access available to everyone
who has the current issue of Prosit - in
other words, all of our current mem-
bers.

Visit the SCI website at http://steincollectors.org

The current password is bustle.

Prosit is the only informative and educational magazine on drinking vessels. We
encourage each member to share your Prosit magazines with interested parties.
It is the best way to increase our membership and keep our hobby healthy.
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My First Stein - The Stein
that Keeps on Giving...

by Marty Cameli

| just returned from Florida in December
1956, to a bitter cold New York City. On
December 12, 1956, | was drafted into the
U.S. Army. The military sent me to Fort
Dix, New Jersey for basic training. After
basic, my orders read Fort Gordon,
Georgia, and | was assigned to signal
school. Upon completing signal school,
my MOS made me a full fledged tele-
phone pole lineman. My next orders read
Boblingen Germany. Béblingen is a small
town outside of Stuttgart which housed
the 97th signal battalion which supplied
the communications for the 7th Army
headquarters. The rest of my army time
was spent in Boblingen with the 7th Army.
| never did climb a pole in Germany. | had
drafting experience in civilian life, so my
MOS was changed to draftsman. My job
consisted of map work, sign painting, dia-
grams, charts, etc. five days a week,
Saturday and Sundays off. No guard duty
or KP. My living quarters were off the
army base. It was very much like being a
civilian again, although we did go on
maneuvers about every three months.

One day a vendor came into the base
selling clothes, belts, special jackets that
were made to order with army logo's, but
what caught my eye was the stein sam-
ples he had. The stein which | ordered
was a U.S. Military stein. It cost $15 and

Marty in uniform during his service time in Germany

the waiting period was two weeks for the
lettering to be completed. | couldn't wait to
see it, as it was my very first stein. When |
received it, the stein was real pretty. A
half-liter with a litho of a naked lady, and a
huge crest on the front and the town of
Boblingen. My wife's name and my name
were also on the front.

My stay in Germany was quite an experi-
ence. In that time frame of 1956 - 1958,
Dwight Eisenhower was president. The
Russians put a Sputnik into space which
contained a live dog. Gasoline on the base
was 14 cents a gallon, and you could buy
a Mercedes car for $5000.

| traveled all over Europe during my stint in
the military, and bought my first camera,
which started my photography hobby. My
tour of duty was coming to an end, and |
was to leave Frankfurt, Germany and
return to New Jersey. One of the four
engines on our plane caught fire over the
ocean. Luckily we were near the USA and
we made an emergency landing at Idlewild
Airport, (JFK) on Long lIsland, New York,
where | still live today. | enjoyed my two
years in the army and my German experi-
ence.

In the 1990's, after keeping the stein for
many years and through a divorce, | decid-
ed to sell some of my earlier stein pur-
chases. The stein from Bodblingen was
also sold. My new adventure in stein col-
lecting was HR's and pigeon steins. |
never thought I'd see that stein again. But
to my surprise, while attending
an anniversary party in Harris-
burg, PA, sponsored by the
Pennsylvania Keysteiners, a
fellow stein collector had my
Boblingen stein on his sales
table!
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| picked up the stein and just looked at it.
The fellow selling it started telling me all
about the stein, which | knew the history
of personally. Politely listening, | put the
stein down and walked away when he
was done.

Attending the Valley Forge 2006 SCI
Convention this year, there was the stein
again, on a members sale table. My good
friend Ron Fox collects U.S. Military
steins, so | alerted Ron and showed him
where he could find the stein. Ron pur-
chased it for his collection, and | am
happy he got the stein. It makes me won-
der how many times a stein will come
around and go around.
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Marty today holding his service stein

in front of his vast HR collection
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US Military Steins of the
Cold War

Artillery Regimentals
by Louis Foster

Although | was actually in the Infantry and
did not consider any other G.l.'s to be real
soldiers, | have come to develop an
appreciation of the guys who served in
artillery units as | have accumulated more
and more of their steins.

While | am not and do not intend to
become an artillery expert and this article
will not make you one either, a little
understanding will lead to a greater
appreciation of these steins and what
they represent.

1200 years ago the Chinese discovered
gunpowder and used it to make fireworks.
It was a small step to start looking for mili-
tary applications. This invention was still
useful 1,000 years later as noted in our
national anthem, "the rockets' red glare,
the bombs bursting in air."

In the interim, we see that artillery actually
changed the face of Europe. When
William the Conquer claimed England for
the Normans, one of his first acts was to
build a "keep" or fortress near London.
Thick stone walls were impenetrable and
provided him a safe location from which
to rule this new country.

This defensive base heralded the age of
castle building which took place all across
Europe. It was "state of the art" technolo-
gy which everyone tried to imitate. This
worked until the Arabs attacked and
defeated Constantinople by using cannon
fire from their artillery to breech the walls
in 1453. (It was still Infantry who actually
did the final assaults.)

Over the next couple of hundred years,
artillery developed as much as innovation
and technology would permit while based
on iron or steel cannon balls. It is not until
a few decades after the American Civil
War that explosive shells and rifled can-
non gave this force greater destructive
power, more accuracy and longer range.
With these developments, the German
artillery was able to shell Paris in 1918
from a range of 75 miles.

This turned artillery into a type of terror
weapon because there was no warning
until the first rounds hit. During WW |,
artillery shells were also used to deliver
poison gas. It was these kinds of uses
which took the "personal" touch out of
war. The Middle Ages idea of knights on
horseback being the chivalrous way of
war changed. The English (and other)
archers using long bows as an artillery
type of weapon also ended, as eventually
did the Calvary.

With the end of "The War to End All
Wars", preparation for the next one con-
tinued. One of the progressive move-
ments was to self-propelled artillery which
was intended to eliminate one of the
major draw-backs of artillery. To this
point, mobility was provided by draft ani-
mals. This required many horses and per-
sonnel to take a gun to the field.

As roads were improved, artillery was
developed which could be moved by
hitching it to a truck. It was restricted to
roads, and therefore more easily located
by another new technology getting mili-
tary use - the airplane. This of course,
called for yet another type of artillery, that
intended for anti-aircraft defense.

WW Il saw even larger artillery guns
mounted on railroad cars and in the post
WW Il years, the U.S. Army went so far
as to build a 280mm atomic cannon capa-
ble of delivering a tactical nuclear bomb.

After a few years, common sense pre-
vailed and this gun, called Atomic Annie,
left the arsenal of the Army artillery and
atomic weapons were relegated to the
U.S. Air Force.

Let us leave the rest of the history to his-
torians and military students and look at a
few of the different types of artillery units
deployed by the army during the years of
the Cold War- 1946 to 1989.

Figure 1 is a stein from the 74th Field
Artillery Battalion. For American Cold War
steins, it is rare as it is also a character
stein in the shape of an artillery shell.
Figure 2 is one side scene showing the
soldiers firing the 105mm cannon which
was one of the most versatile guns used
for many years. Figure 3 is the other side
scene which lists the battalion history.
Also unusual for this piece is that it is not
made of porcelain like it appears, but
rather a white glazed pottery. It is a tall
1/2L because of a deep hollow base con-
taining a working music box. When you
wind the key, the song which it plays is
"The Caissons Go Rolling Along." A won-
deful stein.

figure 1

figure 2 §
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Figure 4 is a stein from the 868th Field
Artillery Battalion C Battery to Lt. Hugh A.
Madden stationed in Baumholder,
Germany. As mentioned earlier in this
article, the Atomic Annie cannon, which
could fire an atomic device, was part of
the United States arsenal for a very short
period of time. The Atomic Annie cannon
appears as the finial of this stein as well
as in the side scene seen in figure 5. The
Atomic Annie was removed from service
as it proved to be an ineffective weapon.
Its size made it extremely difficult for mov-
ing and setting up on the battlefield.

Figure 6 is to Major Benson Grant of the
63rd AAA Battalion in Wiesbaden,
Germany. As you can see from the unit
designation, this Battalion was trained in
the 90 mm artillery gun and was ready to
use this weapon if any conflict would have
happened. As you can see in figure 7, the
finial on this stein is this same 90 mm
artillery gun.

Figure 8 is a stein to Frank Tedesco from
the 35th Field Artillery Battalion serving in
Schweinfurt, Germany. Their designated
equipment was a large artillery gun set on
a tow chasse which made it highly mobile.
The finial in figure 9 depicts this gun well.
Figure 10 shows a side scene of Conn
Barracks, this unit's living quarters.

The last stein for this article is figure 11
which is to the 544th Airborne Field
Artillery Battalion stationed in Augsburg,
Germany. The finial is the versatile
105mm artillery gun that could be
dropped by parachute along with the
men. Side scene shows many open para-
chutes of a unit jump.

American Cold War steins...
simply fascinating.



