A Message from the Executive Director, David Bruha
IMPORTANT ANNOUNCEMENT: Have you ever wished your Prosit could be delivered using 1st
class mail? Well now it can, or at least very soon. Early in 2012 1st class postage will be available
as an option to any member living in the U.S. for an additional charge of $6.00 annually. This amount
represents only the additional cost in going from our current delivery to 1st class. We plan to have
this option available for the March 2012 issue of Prosit and ask that the amount of your additional payment matches the duration of your membership. We don't have all of the details finalized yet, but if
you want to get a head start on this you can mail a check to SCI at P.O. Box 502, Fairless Hills, PA
19030-0502. Make sure to identify yourself, your membership number and what the payment is for.
Please check for updates on the SCI website as we get closer to implementation. If you have any
questions about this or anything SCI, please send me an email or give me a call.
The SCI expert speaker program was established several years ago for two reasons; first, to offer an
additional opportunity to educate our members through the use of qualified experts who otherwise
may not be used at chapter meetings, and second to prudently use SCI funds that are otherwise not
ear-marked for on-going operations. Since the inception of the program SCI has offered $300 annually to each chapter for this program. At the last Board of Trustees meeting it was approved to increase the annual dollar amount to $400 beginning January 1, 2012. There is a list of speakers and
topics under the "SCI Business" link in the Members Only section of the SCI website. This list is by
no means exhaustive. Start planning for 2012 and please, don't forget to send the proper form to me
(listed under "Forms" on the Members Only page) before your meeting
I'd like to take this opportunity to remind everyone that if you have any changes to your profile that
you send those changes to Chuck Keiser, our database manager (use the same address as listed
above in the first paragraph). You can also make changes yourself in the Members Only section of
our website. This is the only way we can communicate with you.
SCI is made up of a lot of great people. I truly believe that. Sometimes individual greatness needs
to be recognized. SCI is fortunate to have as a member someone who in 1994 was the recipient of
the Jack Heimann Service award. That says something about this person already. Then in 1998 he
was awarded the Jack Lowenstein Editor's award and in 2000 received the SCI Master Steinologist
award. But these are just the awards. What he is appreciated most for is his years of service on the
Executive Committee, his involvement at the chapter level, his skill in helping make Prosit what it is
today and his years as our web-master. Beginning in 2012 the Jack Heimann Service award will be
renamed the Walt Vogdes Service award in recognition of all he has done for SCI for so many years.
So next time you see Walt, say "congratulations" and "thanks".

mit freundlichen Grüßen,
David Bruha
SCI Executive Director

Actions Taken by SCI's Board of Trustees
and the General Membership
The following actions were taken by the SCI Board of Trustees and
the General Membership at the 2011 convention in Providence, R.I.

Proposals approved:
* The yearly reimbursement amount to chapters from SCI for out of
area speaker expenses was increased to $400.00 from $300.00, effective in 2012.
* The Jack Heimann Service Award will be renamed the Walt Vogdes
Service Award beginning in 2012.
* The SCI Service Recognition Award will be renamed the Jack
Heimann Service Recognition Award beginning in 2012.
* Dues paying members will continue to have full access to the Members Only section. It will not be opened to the general public.
* An option for members to pay an extra fee to have their Prosit
mailed first class was adopted. The exact fee amount will be determined when this is fully implemented.
* $10,000 will be transferred from the General Fund to the Library
Fund to ensure speaker reimbursements are made in a timely manner.

Proposals rejected:
* Restructure three years dues payment for existing members to
$90.00.
* The speaker reimbursement should be given only to chapters that
have a certain percentage of their members being members of SCI
also.

The General Membership elected the following officers , effective 1 January 2012:
President - Justin Pimentel
2nd Vice President - Membership - Pat Zimmerman
Chief Financial Officer - Bruce Burner
Prosit Editor - Ron Fox (Effective immediately)

The following awards were announced and presented:
Jack Lowenstein Editor's Award - Steve Steigerwald
Gemulichkeit Award - Sue Kellogg
Master Steinologist Award - Wolfgang Gult
Jack Heimann Service Award - John Kelly
Outgoing officers Carolyn Estep, Phil Masenheimer, Ravi Patel, Walt
Vogdes were also awarded recognition awards.

Members are urged to review the full minutes of the Board of Trustees
and of the General Membership meetings posted in the Members
Only section of the SCI website.
Dave Lowry, SCI Secretary
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Prosit,

December 2011

Let's Reconsider...

Villeroy & Boch, Mettlach, or Look-Alike?
by Walt Vogdes
SCI Master Steinologist
In the September 2011 issue of Prosit in an article dealing "specifically
with those identifying characteristics which allow us to distinguish between some steins made by Villeroy & Boch and some
almost identical steins made by other firms", some evidence was
presented which suggested that the manufacturer of the previously
unidentified "look-alikes" was Merkelbach & Wick. While that firm did
indeed produce a stein which qualifies as a look-alike, further study
suggests that Marzi & Remy was the manufacturer of the majority of
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the look-alikes which have puzzled collectors for years.
To recap, a fairly large number of custom-decorated steins have
been seen which at first glance appear to have been made by
Villeroy & Boch, although they are not so-marked. Most often these
steins bear student association coats of arms. Figures 1a and 2a provide a good example of the similarity of these steins. Over the years
careful study by SCI Master Steinologist Bob Wilson has revealed a
number of characteristics which can be used to differentiate between
the steins produced by V&B and those produced by another firm,
many of which bear impressed form number 433.
The September article showed a stein which had recently been
seen on eBay (figure 3a) and which was marked on the base with theMerkelbach & Wick trademark. This stein was consistent with the

The stein on the left is marked with the conjoined VB mark of Villeroy & Boch, the form number 280. In the center is a "look-alike" bearing
the impressed form number 433, and a capacity mark identified to Marzi & Remy. The "look-alike" on the right is marked with the incised
trademark of Merkelbach & Wick. All three custom-decorated steins also bear the painted marks of the decorating firms.

The handle shapes and decoration of the Villeroy & Boch stein (figure 2a) and the form 433 Marzi & Remy look-alike stein (figure 2b) are
virtually indistinguishable, while the shape and decoration of the Merkelbach & Wick look-alike is distinctive.

