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Thanks also go to Joann Ellis in stepping up to become the Secretary and John Kelly in
moving over to VP of Membership. We also have officially welcomed Dr. Casey Hayes to
be our new Director of Internet Activities and everyone else that has stepped forward
to fill positions as well as those that have been in their positions for awhile. Everyone is
doing a great job and I am very happy to report that all the Executive Board positions
are now full.

18
24
26
28
32
36

Most board positions have term limits. The Prosit Editor can serve two consecutive two
year terms. 2015 completes the time that our current editor, Ron Fox, is allowed to
serve. I would like to thank him for a job well done. Anyone interested in this position,
please let us know. Ron is willing to work with you until you are comfortable and up to
speed.
We are continuing to work on the membership issues which is presently the highest priority as well as issues with the website and an updated Handbook for everyone's reference as well as a current guide to hand over to future officers. The last one we had was
a version produced by Les Hopper in 1996.
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Visit the SCI web site at
www.steincollectors.org
Prosit

I have heard from quite a few members that this year's convention in Pittsburgh, PA. was
a great success and a wonderful time was had by all! Many thanks go out to Sue Fox
for organizing another exciting convention, and everyone that helped with all the activities.

Going back to the membership issues, we all realize that the membership is aging which
is true to an extent. We will though still be reminding everyone of their expiring memberships as well as trying to attract new and/or younger members. Ideas are flowing and
we will be picking what we think will work best, under the leadership of John Kelly.
All steins are steins regardless of their age of manufacture. I know that many will not
agree but we need to attract any and all stein collectors. This will be our goal.
Best Wishes to all as we come to the holiday season and here's hoping that you all receive steins in your stockings this year!!

(ISSN 0147-5274)

is the official publication of Stein Collectors International (SCI), a non-profit organization devoted to the
study of beer steins and other drinking vessels. Prosit
is published in March, June, September, and December for SCI at 1155 Northland Dr., St. Paul, MN 55120.
Periodicals postage paid (011-582) at St. Paul, MN,
and additional mailing offices. Dues are $35 per year
($45 for overseas addresses, of which $40 is used for
a one year subscription to Prosit).
P O S T M A S T E R : s e n d a d d r e s s c h a n g e s to:
S C I , 8002 NE Highway 99, PMB 72, Vancouver, WA 98665
Direct organizational c o r r e s p o n d e n c e to:
Dave Lowry, P.O. Box 4733
Hayward, CA 94540

Note: Deadline for next issue is J a n 15th
S e n d all editorial items & advertising to:

P r o s i t Editor, R o n F o x
P.O. B o x 4 0 6 9
Vallejo, C A 94590
631-553-3841
e-mail: F o x a u c t i o n s @ v a h o o . c o m
R o n Fox - Editor
Editorial Staff - Ted H a e s s l e r

S T E I N C O L L E C T O R S INTERNATIONAL, INC.
© 2011 A L L R I G H T S R E S E R V E D
Reproduction in whole or in part without written
p e r m i s s i o n is prohibited.

Prosit!!
Dave

Prosit,

December 2014

The Beer Stein Legacy
of Hugo Thuemler

blanks from Pennsylvania and Ohio potteries and putting his decorators to work doing
the transfer printing. His clientele was nationwide, from Buffalo, New York, to
Olympia, Washington. Among those commissioning drinking vessels are such nationally recognized brewers as Pabst,
Schlitz, Heilemann, Pfeiffer and Primo, as
well as many less well-known beer makers.

by Jack Sullivan

Highly decorated drinking vessels have been
associated with Germany from time immemorial. Thus it was natural that American breweries in the 1800s and early 1900s, many of
them founded and operated by German immigrants, chose to advertise their beer through
colorful steins and mugs. For a long time they
could only obtain those items from the "old
country." Then Hugo Theumler arrived on
these shores.
Hugo was born in Germany in 1847. We can
assume he learned his craft of decorating ceramics and glass in his native land. During his
youth, German manufacturers had developed
a process of transfer printing that allowed increased production of decorated steins. A colored picture was printed on tissue paper that
was then positioned on the ceramic body. Firing burned away the paper and at the same
time fixed the colored label on the surface.
Exactly when Hugo arrived in the United
States is unclear, but he brought with him the
Old World knowledge of decorating both pottery and glass. In 1894 when he was 45 year
old he was recorded by the census as living
in Rochester, Pennsylvania, a Beaver Valley
river town not far from Pittsburgh. His occupation was listed as "salesman." He was living at the Masonic Temple, likely a boarding
house arrangement.
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Although details about Thuemler's personal
life are sketchy, it appears that he never
married, living with his sister for a time. On
the business front, business directories indicate that by 1901 he had moved is operations out of Rochester. Pittsburgh listings
for that and ensuing years indicate that his
company was now headquartered in the
Second National Bank Building in suburban
Sewickley, Pennsylvania. That was the site
where his decorators worked. Theumler
was recorded as chairman of the firm. He
also maintained a second address, likely a
sales office, in Pittsburgh. At this time his
ware began to bear a "Pittsburg" (official
spelling for a short time) pottery mark (Fig.,
2). An illustration from his billhead described his products (Fig. 3).

By 1896 Theumler was managing a lumber
company in Rochester but evidently was
yearning to start his own business. The
Wheeling West Virginia Register, during that
year, reported that he had been in town talking
to local businessmen about erecting a plant in
West Virginia devoted to "decorating and etching of glassware." The newspaper headline
read: "New Industry of Considerable Importance to be Located Here." The article reported that Hugo would resign from the lumber
mill and own and operate the plant in Wheeling.
Perhaps, because he found local financing
was not forthcoming, the enterprise never
came off. Thuemler stayed in Rochester. Two
years later an 1898 local business and professional guide carried a notice for the Theumler Manufacturing Company. It was described
as a "manufacturer of novelties, decorator of
china and glassware." A Rochester mark is
found on some Theumler pieces (Fig. 1). In
fact, Hugo marked many of his items, allowing collectors to identify and help date them.

Thuemler's company filled an evident need
for American breweries. Purchasing advertising steins and mugs from German suppliers meant considerable cost and delay.
Now Hugo filled that gap, buying stoneware

A prime example of the latter was the Kuebler-Stang Brewery of Sandusky, Ohio. In
1896, following a fire in a brewery owned
by the Stang Brothers, they merged with
the Kuebeler Brewing and Malt Company.

