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[Note: This article is based on the illustrated lec­
ture given by the author at SCI's Annual Meeting 
in St. Louis this summer.] 

Col lec t ing a n d unders tand ing reg imenta l 
beer steins need not be confus ing . I t just 
takes a little t ime a n d a little homework . 
Col lec t ing reg imenta ls entai ls the s a m e fun­
damenta ls as co l lec t ing other t ypes of 
steins, inc luding: the scarc i t y of cer ta in 
types, the a p p e a r a n c e or eye a p p e a l of a 
stein, the stein's cond i t i on a n d the history of 
a stein, assuming the stein i ndeed has a 
history. 

There is another very impor tant cons ider ­
at ion in co l lec t ing reg imenta ls that 's not 
shared by all the spec ia l ty a reas of stein 
co l lec t ing. Speci f ical ly, reg imenta l beer 
steins c a n be easi ly ca ta l oged . This is the 
single mos t impor tant po int I wan t to make : 
unless co l lec t ib les, inc luding beer steins, 
c a n be c a t a l o g e d , they are unlikely to ever 
have b r o a d co l lec tor interest or a fo l low­
ing. 

I t is the abil i ty to ca ta l og that m a k e s co l lec t ­
ing s tamps , co l lec t ing co ins a n d co l lec t ing 
regimenta l beer steins such fasc inat ing 
hobb ies . Indeed, fill ing-in the miss ing i tems 
f rom a list or a ca ta l og is pe rhaps the mos t 
fasc inat ing a n d compe l l i ng a s p e c t o f 
co l lec t ing anyth ing of impor tance . 

It's an easy task for reg imenta l stein co l l ec ­
tors to put toge ther their o w n list by s imply 
turning to the b o o k on reg imenta ls by J o h n 
Harrel l* , a b o o k you can buy f rom mos t stein 

Fig. 1: Three steins to the 20th Bavarian Infantry Regiment; from left to right, 1902,1908 and 1910. Note 
differences — and similarities. 

dea lers . You c a n then e x p a n d on the list 
you 've taken f rom Harrell 's b o o k by rev iew­
ing all the units men t i oned in the "Waldor f 
Astor ia Cigaret te Ca rd Book" . You c a n 
further b r o a d e n your list of G e r m a n military 
units by rev iewing "Ruhmesha l le Unserer 
Al ten A rmee" , wh i ch t rans la ted m e a n s "Hal l 
of Fame of Our O ld Army" . The Cigarette 
Card Book a n d the Hall of Fame Book show 
the ex i s tence of many a rmy units not c o n ­
ta ined in Harrel l 's book . There is a lso a Navy 
and Colonial Troops Cigarette Card Book, 
wh ich inc ludes, a m o n g other th ings, a listing 
of all the sh ips of the Imperial G e r m a n 
Navy. 

* "Regimental Steins" by Maj. John L. Harrell 
(Ret.), Old Soldier Press, Maryland, 1979 

W h e n y o u have c r e a t e d your list of all the 
o ld mil itary units to de termine wha t is rare or 
at least wha t is sca rce , you s imply start by 
p lac ing a c h e c k mark next to the unit n a m e 
of every reg imenta l stein in your co l lec t ion , 
those you see in the stein auc t ion ca ta logs , 
plus those you see at stein s h o w s a n d in 
other peop le ' s co l lec t ions . Soon i t will 
b e c o m e qui te c lear wha t i s c o m m o n , wha t 
is s c a r c e a n d wha t is very rare. It's really 
quite a s imple p rocess . 

Wha t c a n you e x p e c t to f ind regard ing the 
mix of reg imenta ls? In other wo rds , wha t 
w a s the total number of units in the G e r m a n 
Army a n d wha t w a s the b r e a k d o w n by 
infantry, cavalry, artil lery, etc.? A c l ose look 
at the numbers in the a c c o m p a n y i n g tab le 
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will help you ge t a feel ing for wha t is c o m ­
m o n a n d wha t is very rare! Obviously , a stein 
f rom a smal l , o b s c u r e or u n c o m m o n military 
unit c o u l d be c o n s i d e r e d "rare". 

You m a y have read the ser ies of e ight 
art ic les I w ro te abou t reg imenta ls start ing in 
the June 1985 issue of Prosit. At the ou tse t 
of t hose art ic les, I de f ined "unusua l " as 
those reg imenta ls w h o s e a p p e a r a n c e is 
someth ing other than wha t o n e normal ly 
e x p e c t s of a stein f rom a part icular unit. 

be alert! You may be look ing at someth ing 
that is literally wor th its we igh t in go ld . 
Remember , i f you can' t f ind the unit des igna ­
t ion of a reg imenta l stein in Harrel l 's book , 
the stein is p robab l y rare. If a stein has differ­
ing character is t ics , for examp le if i t is m a d e 
of g lass or if it is a charac te r reg imenta l or if it 
has a doub le screw-of f lid, you k n o w y o u 
have someth ing unusual . I f you have a stein 
incorpora t ing severa l o f these anoma l ous 
features, you may indeed have wha t we cal l 
"one of a k ind" . 

GERMAN ARMY UNITS 
Years Year 

1 8 9 9 - 1900 1914 

48 % Infantry Reg iments 40 % 
22 % Caval ry Reg iments 20 % 
10 % Field Artil lery Reg iments 18 % 

5 % Engineer Bat ta l ions 6 % 
5 % Supp ly Bat ta l ions 5 % 
4 % Rifle Battal ions 3 % 
4 % Foot Arti l lery Reg iments 4 % 
1 % Rai lway Batta l ions 1 - % 
1 - % Telegraph Battal ions 1 + % 
0 + % Air Ship Bat ta l ions 1 % 
0 % Avia t ion Bat ta l ions 1 % 

100 % 100 % 
Total = 447 units Total = 549 units 

Regimenta l steins f rom the s a m e unit 
usual ly have cer ta in similarit ies. But it is 
impor tant to k e e p in m ind that the similarity 
b e t w e e n reg imenta ls f rom the s a m e military 
unit d imin ishes as the t ime-sp read b e t w e e n 
the da tes on the steins increases. In other 
wo rds , a stein d a t e d 1910 shou ld look 
s o m e w h a t similar to another stein f rom the 
same reg iment d a t e d 1908, whi le a stein 
f rom the very same unit d a t e d 1902 p r o b a ­
bly will look less similar. 

To determine what is unusual , as y o u 
ca ta log , s imply r e c o r d or mental ly note the 
a p p e a r a n c e of steins f rom spec i f ic mil itary 
units. Soon you'l l see a pat tern deve lop , unit 
by unit, a n d you'l l d e v e l o p a dist inct impres­
s ion wha t a stein, for ins tance f rom the 20th 
Bavar ian Infantry Regiment , shou ld look 
like. Then, w h e n y o u see a stein f rom the 
20th Bavar ian Infantry Reg iment that 
doesn't fit the pat tern you 've es tab l i shed on 
paper or in your mind, you will know that y o u 
may be on to someth ing unusual . This stein 
will then merit a m u c h c loser inspect ion a n d 
pe rhaps cons ide rab le add i t iona l research . 

If you f ind a stein that is bo th rare a n d 
unusual , you may have wha t we cal l a " one 
of a k ind" . These "one of a k ind" reg imenta ls 
c o m m a n d pr ices o f $2 ,000 to $3 ,000, a n d 
even $6 ,000 to $10 ,000 in a few cases . So 

Wha t is impor tant to know a b o u t a part icular 
reg imenta l stein a n d whe re c a n you ge t the 
informat ion? F rom the b o d y of the stein you 
shou ld be able to learn the or iginal owner 's 
name, the owner ' s unit des ignat ion , the 
t o w n or the ci ty where the unit w a s gar­
risoned and the dates the stein's owner served 
his count ry . You can a lso uncover any spe ­
cial duty the or iginal owner might have had 
whi le in the serv ice, p lus get a g o o d ind ica­
tion of his s tand ing (social status) in civi l ian 
life. From the Army Cigarette Card Book a n d 
the Hall of Fame Book you c a n f ind the da te 
the reg iment w a s original ly f o rmed a n d the 
impor tant bat t les the reg iment pa r t i c ipa ted 
in, th roughout history. A lso, f rom bo th 
Cigarette Card Books you c a n examine in 
detai l s o m e of the colorful uni forms wo rn by 
the reservists in many of the o ld army a n d 
navy units. 

It is impor tant to know that t radi t ions were a 
b ig dea l in the o ld Ge rman Army. Being a 
m e m b e r of a unit m a d e famous at s o m e bat ­
tle in the "War of L iberat ion" , or in the 
"Franco-Pruss ian War", w a s like p lay ing 
footba l l for Ohio State or M ich igan - y o u just 
w a n t e d the wor ld to know that y o u we re part 
of a t e a m with a winn ing tradi t ion. This unit 
pr ide w a s not only impor tant dur ing a re­
servist 's years of ac t ive mil itary duty, i t w a s 
a lso a real mark of d is t inct ion in his later 

civi l ian life. Hav ing a feel for the o ld a rmy 
t radi t ions is a very impor tant part of real ly 
unders tand ing regimenta l beer steins. 
Therefore any b o o k s you c a n read on the 
sub jec t of the o ld army or navy will be m o s t 
helpful in your unders tand ing a n d app rec i ­
at ing regimenta ls . 

While a stein's a p p e a r a n c e is very impor­
tant, as you might expec t , a m o n g a d v a n c e d 
co l lec to rs i t m a y not be a cr i t ical cons ide ra ­
t ion if the stein is rare or unusual or bo th . 
Natural ly, if y o u c a n have it all - rare, unusual 
a n d an at t ract ive a p p e a r a n c e , y o u have a 
real pr ize. Those are the k ind of steins I'm 
a lways look ing for! Rarely, however , is a 
pe rson that for tunate. Often, there are cer­
tain t rade-of fs that one makes . My only s u g ­
ges t ion on the sub jec t o f a p p e a r a n c e a n d 
cond i t i on is: don ' t pass up an unusual stein 
or a stein to a very rare unit just b e c a u s e it is 
not tall or it has a smal l sp ider in the 
l i thophane or whatever . You will m a k e a b ig 
mis take i f y o u do! An unusual reg imenta l or 
a stein f rom a rare unit, regard less of 
a p p e a r a n c e or cond i t ion , c o u l d still be a 
very des i rab le p iece to have. 

Whi le the ques t ion of wha t is a t t ract ive is 
usual ly a mat ter of pe rsona l taste, there are 
still a few a reas of genera l ag reement . For 
instance, a tall reg imenta l stein is genera l ly 
c o n s i d e r e d to be more des i rab le than a 
short one (they s imply d isp lay better). A 
br ight pewte r lid is more des i rab le than a 
similar stein wi th a dark pewte r lid. La rge 
s c e n e s are usual ly bet ter than c o m p l e x or 
c r o w d e d scenes . Porcelain, s ince i t w a s 
original ly m u c h more expens i ve a n d difficult 
to p roduce , is c o n s i d e r e d by mos t to be 
more des i rab le than pot te ry or s toneware . 
Glass steins are unusual a n d therefore they 
are more difficult to acqu i re than ce ram ic 
regimenta l steins. C u s t o m lids a n d finials 
are bet ter than s tandard lids a n d finials, a n d 
steins wi th relief b o d i e s are more sough t 

Fig. 2: Two glass steins. Left, Garde Telegraphen, 
the Kaiser's telegraph detachment. Right, Mat­
rosen Artillery Abteilung, a coastal artillery battery 
of a naval unit stationed at Kaichow, a German 
colony on the east coast of China. 



after than steins with plain bod ies . 

Let me w r a p up this art icle by shoot ing 
d o w n s o m e still popu lar m i s c o n c e p t i o n s 
a b o u t reg imenta l steins: 

1. All o ld reg imenta ls have straight s ides. 
Mos t — not all; s o m e do have t ape red 
s ides. 

2. Reg imenta ls we re p resen ted to reserv­
ists. Wrong ! The reservists p u r c h a s e d 
the steins themse lves . 

3. All the reservists o rde red steins. Only 
1 0 % to 2 0 % did. 

4. Reg imenta ls were p r o d u c e d in l imited 
quant i t ies. A lso w rong . With abou t 
250 ,000 a rmy recrui ts a year, a n d my 
belief that 1 0 % to 2 0 % of the reservists 
actua l ly d id pu rchase regimenta l steins, 
one might assume that perhaps 1,000,000 
reg imenta ls (give or take 100,000) were 

Fig. 3: An Austrian regimental, 1st Austrian Infan­
try Regiment — Innsbruck, the "Kaiser Jäger" or 
Austrian Alpine Regiment. 

Fig. 4: Three baker's steins. Left, a stein with 
scenes of a garrison bakery. Middle, a tall baker's 
double unit stein with a very unusual lid resem­
bling stacked bullets. Right, a baker's stein with 
just three names on the roster and a single bullet 
finial (yes, it is original) which is most unusual. I 
have never seen another like it. 

so ld dur ing the twenty- f ive year pe r iod of 
their g rea tes t popular i ty. 

5. Met t lach military steins are a lso reg imen­
tal steins. Only a few. Mos t are military 
steins, not reg imenta ls . 

The p h o t o g r a p h s a c c o m p a n y i n g this art i ­
c le are ones that, for one reason or other, 
were not i nc luded in the eight Prosit art ic les, 
1985-1987. The cap t i ons a c c o m p a n y i n g 
the pho tos ind icate w h y the steins are rare 
or unusual — or bo th . 

Please espec ia l l y note the stein on the far 
right of f ig. 4, the one wi th the single bul let 
finial. It is mos t fitting that I c o n c l u d e wi th this 
stein, my very first reg imenta l . That stein is 
bo th rare a n d unusual , a "one of a k ind" , that 
my mother b o u g h t for me many years a g o . 
She g a v e me this stein w h e n I w a s a y o u n g 
s tudent in co l lege , obv ious ly thinking i t w a s 
essent ia l to my educa t ion . One even ing , 
w h e n inspec t ing the unders ide m o r e 
c losely, I found a pr ice st icker ind icat ing that 
she had pa id $2.75 for the stein. Not t o o 
s h a b b y for a " o n e of a k ind" . I think my 
mother had a very g o o d eye for value . . . 


